VOCABULARY adjectives of
personality

Complete the oppaosite adjectives in
sentences 1-5.

Opposites attract

She's extroverted, but he's sh
She's generous, but he's m
She's hard-working, but he's |
She's talkative, but he's q
She's funny, but he's se
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PRONUNCIATION word stress

Underline the stressed syllable in the

multi-syllable adjectives.

1 anxious am bitious ge ne rous
rebelllious

2 sociable reliable

3 relsponisible senlsible

4 compeltitive talkative sensitive

5 un/friend ly injseicure impatient
mma ture

@ 1.24 Listen and check. Then listen

again and repeat. Are prefixes (e.g. un-,
in-) and suffixes (e.g. -ous, -ble, -tive)
stressod?

READING

What's your position in your family?
Are you the oldest child, a middle child,
the youngest child, or an only child?

Lock at four groups of adjectives. Which
group do you think goes with each
position in the family (e.g. the oldest)?

1 outgoing, charming, and disorganized

? responsible, ambitious, and anxious

P

3 self-confident, independent, and spoilt
4 sociable, sensitive, and unambitious

Read the article and check your answers.

I'm the youngest,

so I'm rebellious.

*
JL Q
influences

e s
How
your personality

Nowadays, it is an accepted fact that our position in the family -
that is, whether we're an oldest child, a middle child, a youngest
child, or an only child - is possibly the strongest influence there is
on our character and personality. So what influence does it have?

Firstborn children often have to lock after their younger brothers
and sisters, so they're usually sensible and responsible as adults.
They also tend to be ambitious and they make good leaders. On
the negative side, oldest children can be insecure and anxious.
This is because ' .

Middlz children are more relaxed than the oldest children,
probably because? . They're usually very sociable - the kind

of people who get on with everybody. They are also usually
sensitive to what other people need, because® . For the same
reason, they're often quite good at sorting out arguments, and
they're always sympathetic to the ones on the losing side, or in
general, to people who are having problems. On the other hand,
middle children can sometimes be unambitious, and they can lack
direction in life.

Youngest children are often very outgoing and charming. This

is the way they try to get the attention of both their parents and
their older brothers and sisters. They are often more rebellious,
and this is probably because * . They can also be immature and
disorganized, and they often depend too much on other peaple,
because ®

Only children usually do very well at school, because they have

a lot of contact with adults. They get a lot of love and attention A
from their parents, so they're typically self-confident. They're
also independent, as they spend so much time by themselves.
And because ® | they're often very organized. Only children

can sometimes be spoilt, because 7 by their parents. They can
also be quite selfish and get impatient, especially when things go
wrong. This is because *
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d Read the article again and complete it with

reasons A-H.

A they grew up between older and younger brothers
and sisters

g it'seasier for them to break the rules - by the time
they were born, their parents were more relaxed
about discipline

¢ their parents were more relaxed themselves
by the time the second child arrived

p they are given everything they ask for
g they have always been the baby of the family

g they spend a lot of time with adults

G they've never had to sort out problems
with other brothers and sisters

H when the second child was born, they lost some

Re-read the paragraph that applies to you. Do
you think the description of personality is true for
you? Are any of the other descriptions true for
people you know, e.g. your brothers and sisters,
or friends?

LISTENING & SPEAKING

You're going to hear two people talking about a
time when they or one of their siblings behaved
badly. Look at some words from each story. With a
partner, try to predict what happened.

James’s story , .
brother teenagers f[ghtlng stabbed

fi nger penknife accident

S blOOd N hospital

M‘arllyn s story age

sister parrot let out fly
look b ,

bedroom GURNG Rrywiee Cried window

idder PP frightened
hidden o horrible

@ 1.25 Listen to the stories. Were your
predictions correct?

Listen again and answer the questions for James
and Marilyn. Who do you think behaved worse,
James or Marilyn’s sister?

1 How old were they?

2 Where were they?

3 What bad thing did they or their sibling do?
4 What happened in the end?

5 How do James's brother and Marilyn show that
they've never forgotten what happened?

Work in pairs. A, you are James's brother. B, you
are Marilyn's sister. Retell the two stories from
your point of view.

”
[ | have a twin brother called James, and we used to fight

| a lot when we were teenagers, One day,...

&
r‘n«.\*
Can you remember a time when you were young
and you behaved very badly to a sibling or a
friend, or they did to you? Tell the story, answering
the guestions in .

WRITING

Read Alice's 'self-portrait’ poem. Then write your
own poem using the instructions below.

Alice

i_!]ﬁ:'nnm:rr'.ﬁurﬁr. imaginarve, mnmli
oldest daughrer gf'ﬁﬁ‘uurl'miaﬂﬂifﬁ;

likes music, Dier Coke, and sunny days
gﬁmfgf fifts and’ otfier small ;\rﬂﬁ";
woulil ke to see clephants in the wild

meams

Instructions

line 1 = your first name

line 2 - four adjectives that describe you

line 3 - where you are in your family, and your parents’
names

line 4 = three things you like

line 5 - something you are afraid of

line 6 - something you would like to do

line 7 — your last name

@ p.115 Writing A description of a person Write an
email describing a friend.

(L))
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Personality e

1 WHAT ARE THEY LIKE? 2 NEGATIVE PREFIXES
a Complete the sentences with adjectives from the £ Negative prefixes
list. un-, in-, and dis- are common negative prefixes.
in- changes to im- (before b, m, and p), ir- (before ),
affectionate »'fek[onat/  ambitious fam'bifas and il- (befare ).
anxious "enkfos/ bossy 'bosif  charming /tjamig
competitive ‘kom pelalry honest /'onist
imaginative /'mxdyinativ/  independent /ndi‘pendant a Which prefix do you use with these adjectives?
insecure /insrkjua’  mature /ma'tfuy’  moody "musd Put them in the correct column.
patient "peifnt/ rebellious /ri'beljas’  reliable /ri'luiabl
salf-confident / sell 'konfidont/ selfish /'sellif ambitiovs friendly hornest imaginative kind
sensible "sensabl  sensitive /'sensarn mature organized patient reliable responsible
saciable /'saufabl’  spoilt /spalt!  stubborn /siaban selfish sensitive sociable tidy
1 Selfish people think about themselves and not un-/ dis- in-/ im-/ ir-
about other people. :
2 children are rude and behave badly SRR
because they are given everything they
want.
3 people behave like adults.
4 people always tell the truth and never
steal or cheat.
5 people have an attractive personality and
people like them.
B _ people have common sense and are
practical.
7 people are friendly and enjoy being with
other people. sYN cutgoing
8 _ people are often worried or stressed,
9 people have a good imagination.
10 _ people like doing things on their own,
without help.
4! people like telling other people what to do.
12 _people are not confident about themselves. |
13 people can be easily hurt or cffended. :
14 people never change their opinion or b @1.23 Listen and check. Which adjective + prefix
attitude about something has a poslt!'ve maanlng?
15 people can wait for a long time or accept
difficulties without getting angry. acTivaTion Cover the columns. Say the adjectives with
16 people want tc be successful in life. prefixes.
17 people are ones who you can trust or
depend on. syYN responsible O False friends: sensible, sensitive, and sympathetic
18 people are sure of themselves and their Some words in English are very similar to words in
abilities. other languages, but have different meanings. Be
19 _ - people don't like obeying rules. careful with these three adjectives, which may be
20 _ people have moods that change quickly false friends in your language.
2 :r;::lfat?\;vays i sensible = practical (NOT easily upset)
e WS . . " =
22 peaple show that they love or like other R -_.asﬁ' hiart (NOY pﬂcm)
people very much. sympathetic = kind to sb who is hurt or sad
(NOT nice, friendly)
b &@1.22 Listen and check.

acnivarion Which adjectives do you think are positive? @ p.12
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