Reading «

(L) Look at the photo. What can you say about
Kevin Michael Connolly?

B Read the article. Were your guesses correct?

(L) Look at the Reading skills box.

, Reading skills
Meaning from context
» To understand new words, look at:
» the complete sentence
= the sentences before and after
= the type of word (noun, verb, adjective, etc.)

0 Underline these words in the text. Guess the
meaning from context, and then circle the

best choice.

1 competitions a schools f:t;}races

2 memoir a book b movie

3 incredible a unbelievable b terrible

4 required a asked b told

5 freshmen a new teachers b new students
6 challenges  a difficulties b definitions

Kevin Connolly is 29 years old. He likes
everything most other ze_i_-geu_r-olds
like, and he has loved skiing since he
was a child. He has skiedl (pnd won
medals) in skiing competitions since
1999, and he has traveled all 'ouer the
world taking photogmphs... H-e s also _
written a memoir about his life - uncﬂl it
haos been very successful, But there's _
one more incredible thing about ilievin.
he doesn't have |egs. Keviq husn_ t had
a terrible occident or beenin @ disaster.
He was born without legs.
Kevin's parents helped hir’n to overcome
the condition by raising him like any
other child. He learned to “walk”
using his hands, and he lfuent to
school with the other children fror_n
his neighborhood. Kevin grew upin
Montana, in the Rocky mountu_ms.
Most Montana kids learn to ski, .
and Kevin did, too. He used special

}

equipment, and he became a very good
skier. He also hiked and camped in the
mountains a lot. And he has beena
skateboarder for many Years, too.

After he finished high school, he

studied film and phntogmphlg ot

Montana State University. Since he_

graduated, Kevin has returned to his

university to give a Speé ech to welcome

new students. And in 2010, the
university rules required all freshmen to
read his memoir.

Now he has his own TV show cnﬂe_d
Armed & Ready. On the show, Kevin
travels to different places and fEll:ES
different challenges, from skudiving to
training in zero gravity. P!:ople love the
show, and they feel inspire_d when they
see the world through Kevin's eyes.
It makes a big difference in how theg,!
think about other people. He loves his
new job!
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(=) Read again. Circle the correct answers.
1 In many ways, Kevin ... other 29-year-olds.
(a)is like b likes
¢ has written about d is different from
2 Kevin has been in ski races since ... .
a last year b he lost his legs
¢ he was young d he was in college
3 Kevin's parents helped him by sending him
0. .
a aspecial doctor
¢ a private school

b the local school

d “walking” classes

4 Kevin learned to use his body well by ... .
a watching videos b watching other children
¢ reading books d doing outdoor activities

5 Kevin ... college.
a didn't go to
¢ plans to go to
d has already graduated from

6 Kevin travels and ... about his experiences.

a writes stories b films a TV show
¢ makes donations

d makes announcements

b is now attending
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