Music Notation

Fundamentals

Understanding basic musical symbols.

@ In this activity, you will learn how to identify and interpret basic musical notation symbols to
understand how melodies are written.

] Understanding Musical Maps

Music is a language, and just like reading a story, we use symbols to represent sounds. By learning
these marks, you can look at a piece of paper and hear the music in your mind before it is even
played.

Term Definition

Staff The set of five horizontal lines and four spaces
where notes are placed.

Treble Clef A symbol that tells you the notes on the staff
represent higher-pitched sounds.

Note Head The oval shape that shows the exact pitch, or
how high or low the sound is.

_._ Read the Following Text

Read the following passage carefully. As you read, ask yourself: How do these symbols work together
to tell a musician what to play?

Music notation is the way we write down musical ideas. At the heart of this system is the staff.
The staff acts like a map, giving every sound a specific home. When a note is placed higher on
the lines, the sound is higher. When it sits lower on the lines, the sound is lower. To understand
which notes are which, we look at the clef. The most common one for high-pitched instruments is
the Treble Clef. Its shape circles the second line from the bottom, which is named the 'G' line.
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Every note written on the staff relates back to this anchor point.

Beyond just the pitch, we also see symbols that tell us how long to hold a note. These are called
note values. A solid black circle with a stem is a quarter note, which represents one beat. If the
circle is hollow, it is a half note, which lasts for two beats. By looking at these shapes, a musician
knows exactly how long to hold the air or press the key. When you combine pitch and duration,
you get a full melody. Understanding these markings turns a page of lines and dots into a
beautiful song. By studying the patterns, anyone can learn to read music.

~ Answer the Questions

Write your answers below using evidence from the text.

1. Based on the text, why is the staff compared to a map?

2. What is the main purpose of the Treble Clef in musical notation?

3. How can a musician determine if a note sounds high or low just by looking at the staff?

4. What is the difference between a quarter note and a half note in terms of duration?

5. Why is it important for a musician to understand both pitch and duration symbols?

seLIVEWORKSHEETS



Answer Key

1. Based on the text, why is the staff compared to a map?

The staff is like a map because it gives every sound a specific home, indicating whether a sound
is high or low based on its position on the lines.

2. What is the main purpose of the Treble Clef in musical notation?

The Treble Clef acts as an anchor point that helps the reader identify the specific names and
pitches of the notes on the staff.

3. How can a musician determine if a note sounds high or low just by looking at the staff?

A musician knows that notes placed higher on the staff lines represent higher sounds, while notes
placed lower on the lines represent lower sounds.

4. What is the difference between a quarter note and a half note in terms of duration?

A quarter note (solid circle with a stem) lasts for one beat, whereas a half note (hollow circle) lasts
for two beats.

5. Why is it important for a musician to understand both pitch and duration symbols?

Understanding both allows a musician to know not only which note to play, but also exactly how
long that sound should last to create a melody.

Teaching note

This activity is designed to introduce fundamental music literacy concepts to 6th

? graders. When reviewing student answers, look for their ability to connect visual cues
(position and shape) to auditory outcomes (pitch and duration). This was generated by
Al to give you a head start — not the final word. You know your students best, so give it
a once-over and make it yours.
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