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Robert Taylor talks about his new art show

Like all children, | was always getting myself and the kitchen table in a mess when | first took
an interest in painting. Unlike many kids, who give up activities like art for other subjects
when they go through schoal, | continued painting throughout my childhood. Now, after years
of enjoyment, I've finally taken the scary decision to show off some of my favourite pieces of
work by holding an exhibition at Glebe Street library. Inviting people to see my work is a new
idea and one which I'm looking forward to.

I've never had any formal art training. When | was trying to decide what | should study at
university, art as a subject never entered my head. | always thought my parents wanted me
to follow a subject that would be useful when | was looking for a job, so | ended up taking a
business course. Looking back, my parents would probably have supported me whatever my
decision, but | decided to do what | thought was best for everyone.

And during my time at university, | rarely did much in the way of painting. It wouldn't have
been easy to paint anyway as | lived in university accommaodation and had very little space. |
kept an interest in art though and visited local exhibitions whenever | could, but that was
about it. It was later in my thirties while | was working that | discovered my love of the activity
again. Since then I've made a point of spending at least one evening a week painting.

However, my works have only ever been seen by trusted friends and relatives. They've
always given me plenty of support and encouraged me to continue with my art. But I've
always wondered what people who | didn't know would think, people who could give me an
honest opinion of my ability. The library have been very helpful and offered me a room for
the show. They've asked me to supply questionnaires about the event and I've included a
section for visitors- comments about the works. I'm very much looking forward to reading
these opinions.

1 What does Robert say about art?

A Children usually continue doing it at school.

B He had to give it up to do other subjects.

C The thought of showing off his work is a little frightening.

D He has often thought about letting people see his work.
2 When deciding what to study at university

A Robert didn't consider doing art.

B his parents didn't want him to study art.

C he thought he would need a job while he was studying.

D Robert understood correctly what his parents wanted him to do.
3 What happened while Robert was at university?

A He didn't do any painting.

B He discovered his love of painting again.

C He was still keen on art.

D He painted at least one evening a week.
4 Robert is holding the exhibition because

A his friends and relatives encouraged him to do this.
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B the library asked him to.
C he is interested in getting opinions from friends and relatives.
D he wants to know what strangers think of his work.

5 What would be a good introduction to this article?
A Robert Taylor tells us how a love of art can lead to a change of career.
B If your child shows an interest in art, Robert Taylor will explain how to support this
activity.
C After years in the shadows, Robert Taylor is about to face the public with his works.

D If you're keen on developing your artistic skills, Robert Taylor explains how to get
support from friends and relatives.

The importance of science

The aim of science is to (1)............... out how the world and everything in it, and beyond it,
works. Some people, though, (2)............... that much of what is done in the name of
science is a waste of time and money. What is the (3)............... in investigating how atoms
behave or in studying stars billions of kilometres away? Science, they argue, is of
[ | E— only if it has some practical use.

When the Scottish scientist James Clerk Maxwell (5)............... experiments with electricity
and magnetism in the late 19th century, he had no particular end in (6)............... and was
certainly not (7)............... to make money; he was simply trying to reveal more about how
the world works. And yet his work laid the (8)............... for our modern way of life.
Computers, the internet, satellites, mobile phones, televisions, medical scanners all owe
their existence to the fact that a scientist (9)............... the need to understand the world a
little better.

1 A open B think C find D look

2 A claim B demand C tel D review

3 A basis B cause C point D sake

4 A gain B profit C advantage D value

5 A broughton B carried out C pulledout D setoff

6 A plan B idea C mind D thought

7 A reaching B aiming C targeting D designing

8 A sources B origins C structures D foundations

9 A held B felt C chose D used
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