Juan Sala - underwater scientist and film-maker!

When Juan Sala was young, he lived with his family just five minutes from a quiet beach in the

south of Spain. He spent all day in his summer holidays swimming and snorkelling there. He

loved watching television programmes about underwater adventurers in the evenings. Even
then, he dreamed of filming and studying unusual fish and other interesting creatures under
the sea. But he didn't actually begin to do that until he was in his twenties.

Juan describes a normal work day on his 45-metre boat: ‘| get up before everyone else. | have
breakfast and jump in the sea as soon as | can. | usually work underwater three or four times a

day. | collect and film anything that looks interesting.’

‘After that, | make notes about my work on my laptop and have a meal. After dinner, I'm

usually so tired | immediately go to bed. My friends sometimes invite me to go to a party, but

I'm always asleep by the time the fun starts.’

‘I work hard, but | don't need holidays. | have such fun every day! My friends often say that they
would like to have a job like mine. They need to pay a lot of money to spend their holiday in
interesting places, but they don't get the chance to see so many unusual creatures.’

Juan is planning to do some underwater filming in the Queensmen Islands soon. 'I've never

visited those islands, but | know a lot about them,’ he says. I've always wanted to go there. I'd
like to study the strange plants and creatures that live underwater in that part of the world. Itll

be a very exciting project!

1 How old was Juan when he made
his first underwater film?

A He was a young boy.

B He was a young adult.

Cc He hasn’'t made a film yet.

2 During his work day, Juan
A waiches films about unusual fish.
B spends three or four hours
underwater.
c looks for interesting things to film.

3 What does Juan do in the evening?

A He eats and then goes to sleep.

B He has fun at a party with his
friends.

C He invites his friends for dinner
and then goes to bed early.

4 How does Juan feel about
holidays?

A He often takes holidays because
he works so hard.

B He only goes on expensive
holidays with his friends.

C He isn't interested in holidays.

5 Juan is excited about his next job

A because he loves going to the
Queensmen Islands.

B because it will be a new
experience for him.

C because he doesn’t know anything
about that part of the world
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