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but that was going to reguire longer than initially expected.
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Unfortunately, that meant on the bus for her commute.
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To add to the cruel irony, it for the past three days.
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It was already past 7 PM when she stepped off the bus, cold and soaked to the bone, her

umbrella at the gym.
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Her place was just one block down the street, but it felt like ten miles in this weather.
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Her legs moved on their own, and suddenly, the Cups & Blossoms’ bell was ringing above her head.
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The warm, floral scent wrapped around her like a blanket, but it was another kind of welcome that
surprised her — a smile from the café owner, soft and unassuming.
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She was also not to ask why Vera looked so tired , which was
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Vera now seemed to realize what she had truly needed.

Just a friendly face to ease the weight she carried.
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(D ashamed — grateful

@ indifferent — satisfied

@ curious — disappointed
@ exhausted — comforted
(& encouraged — frustrated
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