2 8 One house, two houses
Syllables

@i} Listen to these three lists of words. The words in list 1 have three parts — we say they have three
syllables. The words in list 2 have two syllables, and the words in list 3 have one syllable,

1 2 3
in-ter-net six-ty six
un-der-line un-der line
un-der-lined -t lines
al-pha-bet hou-ses house
con-so-nant go-ing goes
@ Some words have more than three syllables: television has four syllables, for example, and
geographical has five syllables. Listen.

te-le-vi-sion
ge-o-gra-phi-cal

(€2) The simplest type of syllable is just a vowel sound,
like /u:/. People often say the vowel sound /u:/
(usually written Oob) when they are pleased or
Och, that’s nice!
Qoh, thank you very much!

Ooh, thank you very much!

@f_) Some syllables have one or more consonant sounds before the vowel. Listen.

{5/ + fusf = Jsu:f This is the name Swe.
/bl + fuyf = foluyf blue

@ Some syllables have one or more consonants after the vowel. Listen.
fitf + it = fitt) ear
il + Ist! = fist/ east

@ Some syllables have consonants before and after the vowel. Listen.

Injl % huif + 121 = Injuzz] news
M1 + fidd + Ndz/ = ffi:ldz! Relds
Istrl + fidd + T = [strizt! street

m @ Usually, the number of syllables in a word is the number of vowel sounds — not the number of
vowel letters. Listen.

worked (2 vowel letters but only 1 vowel sound /w2:k1/, so only 1 syllable)
diffgrent (3 vowel letters but only 2 vowel sounds /'dirant/, so only 2 syllables)
intgresting (4 vowel letters but only 3 vowel sounds /'intrastin/, so only 3 syllables)

@ Sometimes the sound // can be a syllable with no vowel sound. Listen.

botde (2 syllables /'bof + /1))
syllable (3 syllables /'si/ + 12/ + /b))
It'l be ready soon. (2 syllables /it/ + /if)
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28.1

g

28.2

Cé

Section B Syllables and words

Exercises

How many syllables are there in these words? Write the number of syllables next to the word.
eyes[ why[d white[] write(J writing[] glass(] glasses (]
university (]  business (]  information []

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key.

Then listen and repeat these sentences.

1 I've got blue eyes. 6 Is this your glass?

2 [ don’t know why. 7 1don’t wear glasses.

3 Black coffee or white? 8 Where’s the university?

4 Will you write to me? 9 Business is business.

5 What are you writing? 10 There’s the information office.

1 Which day of the week has three syllables?

2 How many syllables do the other days of the week have?
3 Which numbers between 1 and 20 have three syllables?
4 Which letter of the alphabet has more than one syllable?
5 Which months have only one syllable?

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Read this story and mark all the words that have two or three syllables.

"Thank you. And tomato( ) soup, please’ -

time with the correct( ) pronundation - and he
gave me the soup. | paid and went back to the house and said to the landlady( ), pronouncing( )
very( ) carefully( ), ‘Here’s your soup, and | bought you this soap as a present( ), and she said,
‘Ooh, thank you very much, that's very( ) nice of youl'

Listen to check your answers, Check with the Key. Then listen and practise reading the story aloud.
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29
. ¢

(C7D)
qT¥

(Ha

InporFans
Sor hs;é'f.nmq

C8h

Co

Wait a minute - where's the waiter?
Strong and weak vowels

The word London has two vowel sounds that are written the
same — London — but pronounced differently. The first o has a
clear, strong sound, but the second o has a weak sound. Listen
carefully to the difference.

London

The word barnana has three vowel sounds which are written the
same — banana. The second a has a clear, strong sound, but the
first a and the third a have a weak sound. Listen. .

banana

Stressed syllables (see Units 30-32) hawmngvowdwunds,butmmmedsyllabluofmhave
weak sounds.
The weak sound in London and banana is /2/.

London /'landan/
banana /ba'na:na/

-Sometimes it's difficult to hear /2. Listen.
London
| have to go to London tomorrow.

banana
Would you like a banana?

This is very important for listening, because it makes it difficult to recognise words. When you speak
English, you don't need to pronounce weak sounds as weakly as this, but it's important to make a clear
difference between stressed (strong) and unstressed (weak) syllables.

Listen to the other weak vowels in these two sentences.

WS WS WS W WwWSsw
| have to go to London tomorrow.

have - go - Lon — morr are strong, and the others are weak.

5 WWSsS W
Would vou like a banana?

like - na are strong, and the others are weak.

Sometimes different words sound the same because of the weak vowels. Look at these three
Ssenrences.

Where's the waiter?

Is this the way to the school?

Can you wait a minute?

waiter, way to and wait a sound the same: /'weita/,
Listen to the three sentences and repeat.
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Section B Syllobles and words

Exercises
29.7  In the words below, * represents the weak vowel /a]. Write the words with their full spelling.
EXAMPLE
lett* s Jtper
1 Brt*n 5 *noth*
8 3y SO 6 *gain
3 *meric® . inionn 7 mount*n .
4 ptlice. oo

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key.
Then listen and repeat these phrases.

DD

1 Grear Brit*n 5 have *noth*
2 arriving t*day 6 say it *gain
3 going to *meric* 7 climb the mount*n
4 call th* p*lice
29.2  Look at the sentences below and find words and phrases in list 1 and list 2 with the same
pronunciation.
EXAMPLE

Where's the waiter?

list 1 list 2

Where's- the-waiter? I heard a loud noise.

Not at all. You’ll see a tall building on your left.
Look in the cellar. My father knew a lot about music.
It takes a long time. Can you wait a minute?

Smoking isn’t allowed. I’m trying to sell a house.

I'd like to live in a newer house. Walk along the beach.

@ Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

29.3  Write these words.

EXAMPLE

/pra‘navuns/ ..pronounce S hadetf i
1 /o'meriks/ 6 Metd i
2 ['sentans/ i 7 Ipa'liss/ oo =
3 Mdifront! e I T — s
4 Mmaontan/ ..o

@ Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

English Pronunciation in Use (Elementary) 67

uoLIVEWORKSHEETS



30 Single or return?
Stress in two-syllable words

m@ In a two-syllable word, one syllable is stronger than the other. This is the stressed syllable. In the
word answer the first syllable is stressed. (We also say: “The stress is on the first syllable.’) Listen.

answer

@ In the word again the second syllable is stressed. (The stress is on the second syllable.) Listen.
again
Two-syllable words often have stress on the first syllable, and the vowel sound in the unstressed

syllable is often the weak sound /2/. Listen and repeat.

brother butter father finger finish glasses listen mother number second
sister  water  womarn

@ Sometimes there’s no vowel sound in the unstressed syllable. Listen and repeat.
apple people simple table travel

@ Some two-syllable words are stressed on the second syllable. Listen and repeat.

agree alone arrive asleep awake
because  begin  behind

complete

decide

exam explain  express

perhaps  pronounce

repeat  return

B] We can show stressed syllables like this O, and unstressed syllables like this o. So words like
answer, brother, butter look like this Oo, and words like again, because, decide look like
this 00.

Dictionaries usually show stress with this siggJ' in front of the stressed syllable.

answer /‘Qinsa/
again /a'gen/
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Section B Syllables and words

.| Listen and circle the word with different stress.
% ExampLE
0Q) o0 o0 Qo
exam  excuse explain (extra
1 actor  after afraid also 4 coffee colour concert correct
2 before belong better  between 5 English enjoy evening every
3 paper pencil picture police
Check your answers with the Key. Listen and underline the stressed syllables. Then listen again and
repeat.

Make words from these parts and write them in the correct column.

words with first-syllable stress words with second-syllable stress

15 Check your answers with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

All these phrases have five syllables. O is a stressed syllable and o is an unstressed syllable. Put the
phrases in the correct place.
teacher or student? the same or different?
single or return? behind or in front?
asleep or awake? perhaps or maybe?
finish or begin? reading or writing?
QooQo 1 ... teacher or student?
2

Qooo0 1
2

00000 1
2

0QooO 1
2

Cls  Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Put the stress mark ' in the correct place and write the word.

EXAMPLE

fararv/ — /3 rarv/ ... ave . 4 finif/ .
1 fastal  cocoenannzs S komplist/ G
2 /mleks/ ... _ ; 6 /teibl/ i ——
Jpl i 7 1pranauns/ ..o

C17  Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.
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3 (| Begin at the beginning
Stress in longer words

@ Some words have more than two syllables. In every word, one syllable is stressed. Listen and
repeat. O is the stressed syllable and oo the unstressed syllables.

Ooo

exercise syllable There are three syllables in the word exercise.
00o

computer cxample Computer is an example of a three-syllable word.
000

understand |apanese I can’t understand Japanese.

Qouoo

supermarket Do you like small shops or supermarkets?

oQovo

photography Are you interested in photography?

0o0o

informarion mathematics I'd like some information about mathemarics courses.
0Qooo

vocabulary Will you help me with my vocabulary?

o0Qoo

university Which university did you go to?

vooOo

communication Email is very helpful for communication.

@ When you add syllables to words, the stress often stays on the same syllable. Listen and repeat.

egin © beginnig
decide ’ decided
possible ’ impossible
senicnce -+ sentences
interest > interesting
@ But sometimes a different syllable is stressed. Listen and repeat.
elecrric . electricity
pronounce : pronunciation
phoiograph  — photography
explain ’ explanation
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31.1

31.3

31.4

@

Section B Syllables and words

Exercises

Write these words.
EXAMPLE /briginiy/ .. begiming

1 Mintavjuy/ S
2 /mjus'ziztom/ e
3 /mzga'zitnd D
4 ['definatli/ T
5 /o'merikan/

6 /poli'tifond
7 Inefa'n@loti/ e
8 fa'tografi/ e

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Listen and write the words in the correct column.

adjective  alphabet cinema eleven furniture grandmother important
reception remember tomorrow

Check your answers with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Complete the sentences. Choose words with the correct stress from the box. You do not need all the
words.
afternoon  bicycle conversation delicious discussion exercises expensive
holiday morning normally often Saturday seventeen seventy  sixty
Sunday Sweden Switzerland telephone today yesterday

1 We had a 000 ... delicieus . meal on Q00 v

5 My son’s 000 ....c.conw and my father’s 000 e
6 I had a long 000 ..o 0000 . this 000

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Six months of the year have three or four syllables. Write them on the correct line.

Qooo
o0o  _September

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.
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Where's my checklist?
Stress in compound words

We can often put two words together to make a compound, e.g. class + room -* classroom.
We write some compounds as one word, some as two words, and some with a hyphen (-).
class + room * classroom

car + park — car park

second + hand - second-hand

) The stress is normally on the first part of the compound. Listen and repeat.

airport bathroom bus stop car park classroom football girlfriend
bus station dining room  hairdresser newspaper post office  sunglasses
photocopy railway station shop assistant

police station

computer programme

111

- rallway"
station

@ Some compound nouns have stress on both parts if the first part is an adjective. Listen and

repeat.

00 sing!c room
@Somecompoundnounshawstressonbothpansifthcthingintl'tcsecondpartismadeofthe

material in the first part. Listen and repeat.

00 glass jar

000 plastic bag

0000  romaro soup
@Smncwmpoundmunshaummbcthpartsifdxﬁmpanﬁdhuswhmﬂumdpan

is. Listen and repeat.

00 car door front door ground floor

Qo000  city centre  kitchen window
@Whenampmmdhmadiecﬁw,ﬂlﬂthofmm&mbmhpml.hmandupean

00 first-class half-price home-made
000 second-hand
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Section B Syllables and words

Exercises

32.1 Listen and circle the compound with different stress. In the example, both words are stressed in back
26 door, but in the others, the first word is stressed.

EXAMPLE

computer screen  back door,  alarm clock  bank manager

1 toothache night club  crossroads  half-price

2 motorbike  waiting room  second class  traffic lights

3 mobile phone creditcard  swimming pool  check-in desk
4 travel agent  city centre  tourist visa  supermarket

32.2  Make five compounds from these parts.

first part: ear wine hand birthday bay
second part: friend bar present bag rings

Now use the compounds to complete the dialogue.

A: Ohno, I can’t find my oo !

B: Have you looked in your ... ?

A: Of course!

B: Maybe you left them in that . last night?

A: Oh no, maybe I did!

B: Are they important?

A: Yes—theywerea oo frommy . !

27 Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Listen again and circle the stressed part of each
compound. Then listen again and repeat.

12.3 Listen to the poem. The compounds are underlined. Circle the stressed part of each compound.
(25 Checklist
Have | ...
.. set the alarm clock?
... and put it on the bedside table?
... put my plane ticket in my trouser pocket?
.. packed my toothbrush?
... put my suitcase by the bedroom door?
... switched the CD player off?
... phoned the taxi driver to say ‘Be here at six?
Have | ...
Have | ...
... Where's my checklist?!

Check your answers with the Key. Then listen
again and repeat.
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