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Section 5
Passage 5

When the police arrived at the museum, the room Dr Cuttle had entered was locked from the
inside. Fearing he may have suffered a heart attack, or had an accident, they produced a
steel battering ram and smashed the door open. The room was empty.

Questions

. Why do the police smash the door open?

. What does the phrase “locked from the inside” suggest to the reader?

. How does the final sentence create tension or mystery?

. Why is the sentence “The room was empty.” kept very short?

10. What question does this ending make the reader want to ask?
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