Reading Passage 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on questions 14-26, which are based on Reading

Passage 2 below.
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Like many of his Inca ancestors, Juan Apaza spends

every day digging for gold. For 30 days each month
Apaza works, without pay, deep inside a mine above the
world’s highest town, La Rinconada. For 30 days he faces
terrible dangers — explosions, poisonous gases, tunnel
collapses — to find the gold that the world demands.
Apaza does all this, without pay, so that he can spend the
31st day of the month taking as much rock as he can
carry from the mine for himself. This rock may contain a
lot of gold which could make Apaza a very wealthy man,
but it may be completely worthless. But unbelievably,
Apaza and his fellow miners want to take that risk. ‘Its a
cruel lottery,” says Apaza. ‘But at least it gives us hope.’

For more than 500 years the dream of gold has attracted
people to this place in Peru. The first were the Inca, then
the Spanish, whose search for gold and silver led them
to take over the New World. But it is only now, as the
price of gold increases dramatically — it has risen 235
percent in the past eight years — that 30,000 people have
come to La Rinconada, turning this once quiet village
into a horribly polluted town on top of the world. La
Rinconada is not a pleasant place to live in or to visit.
During my time here, I feared for my health and safety.
La Rinconada has few basic services: no piped water, no
pollution control, no postal service, not even a police
station. It’s a dangerous place, where no law is respected.

The dirt and rubbish on the overcrowded streets are

small problems compared with the tons of poisonous
mercury released during the process of separating gold
from rock. According to Peruvian environmentalists,

the mercury released at La Rinconada and the nearby
mining town of Ananea is poisoning rivers and lakes
down to the coast of Lake Titicaca, more than a hundred
miles away.

Admittedly,
gold mines

do have a few
advantages: they
can bring jobs,
technologies,
and development to poor areas. Gold mining, however,
wastes more energy per ounce than any other metal.

To mine a single ounce of gold — the amount in a
typical wedding ring — requires the removal of more
than 250 tons of rock.Yet the public continue to buy

it even though the price of gold is rising dramatically.
Jewellery shops are, without doubt, partly to blame.
They are responsible for two-thirds of the demand for
gold, and made $53.5 billion in worldwide sales last year.
Disappointingly, the origin of the gold and the damage
caused by gold mining doesn’t seem to concemn them.
Despite action groups trying to stop jewellery shops
from selling gold from mines that cause serious damage,
many countries which rely on the sale of gold to help
the economy ignore the protests.

In many ways, people are interested in gold because
there’s not much of it. In all of history, only 161,000

tons of gold have been mined, only just enough to fill
two Olympic-size swimming pools. More than half of
that has been taken out of the ground in the past 50
years. Now the world’s supplies of gold are quickly going
down and new discoveries are rare. Most of the gold

left is underground in far-off places which are often
beauty spots. It’s only a matter of time before these are
discovered by the mining companies,
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Questions 14-17
Choose the correct letter, A, B,Cor D

14 Apaza works in the gold mine because
A he needs a full-time job.
B he earns a lot of money at the end of the month.
C he could become very rich one day.
D his family have always worked in a mine.

15 The most serious problem described in La Rinconada is
A the increase in the price of gold.
B the over-crowded gold mining villages.
C the poison released into the water.
D the lack of facilities in La Rinconada.

16 Gold mining causes
A poverty and unemployment.
B energy to be wasted.
C the price of gold to increase.
D action groups to blame jewellers.

17 There is a shortage of gold because
A the gold is in protected areas.
B people haven't discovered where it is yet.
C alot of it has been mined already.
D the gold is difficult to reach.

Questions 18-21

Do the following statements agree with the writer's opinion given in Reading Passage 2?

Write:

YES if the statement agrees with the opinion of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the opinion of the writer
NOT GIVEN ifit's impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

18 The benefits of gold mining are greater than the drawbacks.
19 La Riconada is not a pleasant place to live.

20 Jewellery shops shouldn't sell gold.

21 Nature should be protected from miners.

Questions 22-26
Complete the summary using the list of words, A-E below.

Gold miningisavery(22) ... .. and dirty business, both for the miners and
for the (23)........................Unfortunately, it's also very profitable. As the supply of gold
has decreased, the price of it has gone up, resulting in a higher demand for gold than
ever before. (24) ... ... in particular, are responsible for the increased demand.
Although mining does create (25) .......................it also creates a lot of waste and
which damages towns, water supplies and areas of natural beauty.

jewellers
employers
dangerous
miners’ families
risk
improvements
environment
jobs

pollution
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Reading Passage 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on questions 27-40, which are based on Reading

Passage 3 below.

History of Silk Production

Silk from the moth, Bombyx mori (L}, has a long

and colourful history unknown to most people. Silk
production was discovered in 2,700 BC, almost 5,000
years ago. Chinese legend tells the story of Si Ling Chi,
a Chinese princess, who sat in the shade of her court
garden, sipping tea beneath mulberry trees. She heard
a tiny noise in the leaves above her, and a white cocoon
dropped into her teacup. Instead of picking it out of her
drink, she watched as the hot water began to dissolve it.
Soon her tea was full of shining silk threads and Si Ling
Chi imagined the beautiful clothes she might create for
her husband.

Si Ling Chi went on to develop sericulture, the science
of silk production. She learned to keep silk worms,

to collect the silk fibres, to test them for strength,

and how to weave them into clothes. Si Ling Chi

was later honoured with the name Seine-Than, or

‘The Goddess of Silk Worms'. Sericulture during the
following centuries spread through China and soon
became a state secret. It remained a mystery to other
countries for thousands of years. In 139 BC, the world's
longest highway was opened, from eastern China to
the Mediterranean Sea. One of the most valuable
commodities to travel along the road was silk and for
this reason, the road was named "Silk Road'. By the
middle of the first century AD, people in Rome were
becoming frustrated that they could not learn the
secrets of the valuable material but the Chinese kept
the secrets of sericulture so safe that the early Romans
never learned it,

The Chinese finally lost their secret to India. According
to legend, the egg of the silk moth and the seed of

the mulberry tree were carried to India hidden in the
headdress of a Chinese princess. From India the silk
industry spread into Persia and Central Asia. The
emperor Justinian gained the secrets of sericulture

for the Roman Empire in 522 AD, when Persian monks
brought the eggs into the country illegally. In 877 AD,
the soldier Biachu captured Canfu, the centre of foreign
silk trade in China, destroyed all of the mulberry trees
and silkworms of the region, and put high taxes on all
foreign trade. These actions stopped China exporting
silk and other goods for more than &0 years. However,
by this time, silk production was practised in Western
Asia and Eastern Europe and the price of silk around
the world remained the same. During the 18th and 1%th
centuries, Europeans also made important progress

in silk production. England improved silk-weaving

technigues and roller printing. In 1801, A Frenchman
named Joseph Jacgquard exhibited his new machine
for silk weaving and this gradually spread through

the industry. These advances introduced a more
mechanized and scientific approach to silk production
than existed previously.

Sericulture has also been attempted in the United
States, but has been largely unsuccessful. Hoping to
make a lot of money, thousands of individuals bought
mulberry plants and planted large areas of valuable
land. The money they spent was more than the money
that was made, and bad weather destroyed the plants.
In the course of a few years, many failures and great
disappointments caused the USA to almost give up
sericulture. Although there were several more attempts
at sericulture in California frem the 1860's through

the early 1900's and some silk was produced during
this time, most attempts failed and sericulture never
became permanently established in the state.

Silk production today is a mix of the ancient and the
modern. The first stage of silk production is hatching
the silkworm eggs. Larvae are then fed cut-up mulberry
leaves and after a period of time they spin their silken
cacoons. The silk thread comes from the head of each
larva and is stuck together with a sticky substance
called sericin. Cocoons are later washed in hot water to
remove the sericin, which frees the silk threads. Single
threads are then combined to form yarn. This yarn is
eventually wound onto reels. The yamn is dried, packed
according to quality, and is now ready for sale.

Silk worm larva

Mulberry leaf

World silk production has approximately doubled
during the last 30 years in spite of the competition
from man-made fibre. China during this period has
been responsible for over 50% of the world production
of silk each year. Consequently, the country that first
developed sericulture approximately 4,700 years ago
has again become the world’s main producer of silk.
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Questions 27-31
Match each event with the correct nationality A-H.

A Chinese

B Romans

C Indians

D Persians

E FEuropeans
F Americans

27 invested money in silk production

28 learned about silk illegally

29 made silk production mechanical

30 make half of the world’s silk

31 were the first, after the Chinese, to learn about silk

Questions 32-35
Choose FOUR letters A-F.
Which FOUR of the following statements are true of silk?

It is a entirely man-made fibre these days.

Its production was discovered by accident.

Its production was modernized in the 18th century.

It was more successful in the past than now.

Its production is a combination of old and new methods.
Its production reached Europe from Persia.
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Questions 36-40

Complete the flow chart.

Write NO MORE THAN ONE WORD from the passage for each answer.
Process of silk production

Hatching

Silkworm (36)....................... hatched.

Feeding

Larvae fed (37) ........... el ... from the mulberry tree,
Spinning

Larvae produce thread from (38).........................

Washing

(39)....................... washed to separate silk threads.
Packaging

Silk (40)........................created and packaged for sale.
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