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Slavery in Latin America

European nations conquered and expanded rapidly in Latin America from the 1400s to the late

1800s. This was part of the “New World”. There was a huge demand for labor forces to establish,
operate, and maintain the interests of the European countries in Latin America. The labor was
mostly needed in farming the various crops. The most commonly exported crops were sugarcane
and coffee. These farms were called plantations and haciendas. Plantations mostly grew crops for
exports, while haciendas grew crops for the colonies. The Europeans first used the indigenous
people to for labor of these plantations and haciendas. Indigenous people were the original
inhabitants of Latin America. They were there before the Europeans arrived.

Unfortunately for the locals, the Europeans also brought diseases. One disease that the
Europeans brought was smallpox. The diseases brought by the Europeans would eventually kill off
most of the indigenous populations. They had not been exposed to these diseases before and had
little resistance to fight the diseases.

Due to the high numbers of death in the indigenous populations, the Europeans needed more

labor. The Spanish and Portuguese began shipping slaves from West Africa to Latin America. The

shipping of slaves is known as the Transatlantic Slave Trade. It is estimated that as many as fifteen

million slaves were shipped from West Africa to Latin America. The conditions aboard the slave
ships were terrible. Oftentimes, many slaves would perish on the journey from West Africa to Latin
America due to the lack of sanitation and clean drinking water. The African slaves would be forced
to work in horrible conditions on plantations, haciendas, and gold mines. Slavery would continue
in Latin America through the late 1800s, even after slavery was abolished in Europe.

Through the use of west African slaves, plantations were able to thrive. These thriving
plantations made money for Spain and Portugal, empowering their countries and allowing them

for further expansion of Latin America.
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A Slavery in Latin America
2 DIRECTIONG: MATCH THE VOCABULARY TERM WITH ITC DEFINITION.
A Defintion Term
a . ._.___ To SURFer to the point of death a hadenda
N b.  indigenous
2 ______afarming estate in which arops were exported For C. sugarcane
money d perish
e. Transatlantic
3. ---—-- aplantation or Farming estate in which aops were used Save Trade
For the colonists P, The Neww \World
g plantation

Y ______ the Americas (includng Latin America & Caribbean) during
the age of exploration

S _____ tal grass \with thick stak that was used in production
OF sugar

6. _.____ the Porced enslaverment and Transportation of
Africans 1o the Americas between HOO and 1800

7. - the orignal inhabitants of an area

a. The United States b Europe
c. \West Africa d China

2\/hat happened o some oF indigenous people in Latin America?
a. The owmed the plantations and hadiendas
b The would die From diseases like smalpox
¢. They would escape to other countries
d. They peacefuly lived with the Europeans

3\What were the main crops grown and cuitivated in Latin America?
a. CoPPee and Sugar Cane b Squash
c. Corn d Tomatoes and Corn

Y\Which two countries would import the majority of the slaves to Latin America?
a The United States and Spain b Cuba and Mexico

c. Germany and Japan d. Portugd and Spain

S\/hat happened to some of the slaves on the slave ships?
a. They would be the captains
b, They would kidnap the ships
c. They would die due to lack of sanitation and dean water <& Vi
d. They would choose not 1o go fo Latin America ’
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DIRECTIONG: CIRCLE THE BECT ANCWER CHOICE BACED ON THE PACCAGE
I\Where did the slaves come From on the plantations and haciendas in Latin America?

.I:

SR LLLLLLLLA

© SARAH MILLER TECH

uoLIVEWORKSHEETS



