READING

ARE TRADITIONAL WAYS
OF LEARNING

the bestr

Read about some alternative
schools of thought . ..

1 THE ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL

The Alternative School, in Lancashire, UK, offers
a different type of schooling for young people who
are having problems in mainstream education.

The schowl offers an innovative and interesting
educational programme, which is designed
specifically for the individual. Students can decide
when they come to school, and which subjects they
want to study. They don't have to come to school
every day. They can choose to start with just a few
hours a week. The school uses an ‘open door” policy
where students are allowed to leave lessons if they are
bored or unhappy.

Task 1. Read the text.
Match the paragraphs 1-3 with topics
a-c below.

a) making mistakes is OK

b) a school where students make the
decisions

c) children watch videos outside class

2 THE FLIPPED CLASSROOM

Many classrooms around the world are adopting a
flipped classroom approach. This learning model
switches classroom learning and homework. In a
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to the students in the classroom, and the students
study homework outside class, where they have to
work on their own, and can't ask anyone for help. So,
in a flipped classroom, children can watch a video of
their teacher giving a lecture on the subject at home.
They don’t have to do any written work. When they
come back to the classroom, they have to do the more
traditional exercises, but they can ask the teacher or
their classmates for help if they don't understand.

3 STARTING YOUNG

A child learning music with the Suzuki method

has to start as young as possible. Even two-year-old
children can learn to play difficult pieces of classical
music, often on the violin. They do this by watching
and listening. They learn by copying, just like they
learn their mother tongue. The child has to join in,
but doesn’t have to get it right. *They soon learn that
they mustn't stop every time they make a mistake,
Th::)f iust carry ull,‘ said one Suzuki trainer, The
children have to practise for hours every day and they
give performances once a week, so they learn quickly.
“The parents must be involved too,’ said the trainer,
‘or it just doesn’t work.”

Task 2a. What do these things refer to in the text?

few hours a week

open door

flipped classroom

violin

1
2
3
4. video of a lecture
a3
6.

practise for hours

Task 2b. Read the text again and check your predictions.

Speak Out Pre-Intermediate (2" Edition), Pearson,
p. 40.
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Sreapn
country

Task 3a. Read the text again and circle the correct option.

Ex.: The Alternative School is based in the USA /UK)

1.
2
3
4
5
6.
7
8
9.
1

Task 3b. Compare the answers with your partner.

The system of education in the Alternative School is designed for an individual

/ a program.

. Students can choose the teacher/ the subjects.

. Students can leave the classroom if they are interested / sad.
. Flipped classroom approach is getting popular/ less used.

. Teacher explains the topic in flipped / traditional classroom.

Students can watch the lectures af home /in the lessons.

. Suzuki method has to be started as late / early as possible.
. If students make a mistake, it's better to stop / continue.

It is better to practice on a daily basis / once a week.

0.1t works / doesn’t work if the parents participate and help.

Task 4a. You and your partners are school principals. Choose 1 the best method
for your school from the text. Complete the chart with its pros and cons.

Method:

Pros (+)

Cons (-)

Task 4b. Share with another group.

Speak Out Pre-Intermediate, (2" Edition), Pearson, p. 40.
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