Ant the Center

Danny was the smallest player on the soccer team, earning his nickname, Ant. He was small but
used his size to move fast. The team’s center, Laura, was nicknamed Grasshopper. She was quick
on her feet and always ready to spring into action. One day after practice, Laura saw Danny still on
the field.

“Hey, Ant, what are you doing?” she yelled to him. “Just putting in practice, Grasshopper.”

Laura laughed. “Why spend more time on drills? That's a waste of time.” “| could still improve a lot,”
Danny replied. Laura left with her friends. Danny stayed late.

At the next practice, Danny challenged himself to defend Laura. He zoomed past her, stole the ball,
and scored a goal! Laura was chocked. The coach posted the lineup for the next game.

“Hey, Ant is starting at center!” one of the players shouted, filling Danny with pride.
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