Singing

1. Do you like singing?

- Yeah, | love it, although my singing voice is quite terrible. Some people have even told me that they had
nightmares after hearing me sing. Anyway, | don't care much about what they say and just simply do what |

like.

2. When do you sing?

— Well, | have no particular time for that. | just do it whenever | feel like it, mostly when | take a shower. | also
do some karaoke with my neighbours once or twice a week.

3. Will you take singing lessons in the future?

— I'm considering it. | really want to expand my vocal
range”’ and make my vocal transition® smoother. But
the thing is | just can't arrange the time. You know, I've
got a lot on my plate’® at the moment, so that'll have
to wail.

4. Did you enjoy singing when you were younger?

- Yes, alot. When | was 6 or 7 years old, | sang almost
every day, and that drove my family crazy™. My brother
told me to shut up all the time and even threatened to
hit me, but | just ignored him.

"Wocal range: quang giong

vocal /'vauld/: (thudec) giong (ndi/hat)

range /remds/: quang

Vi du: Mariah Carey is the singer having the largest vocal
range.

#WVocal transition: chuyén gigng (giTra cac am vyc).
transition /traen'zifn/: sy chuyén déi, chuyén tiép

Vi du: Only professional singers can do the vocal
transition smoathly.

“Have got a lot on one's plate: ban ron, cé rat nhiéu
viéc phai lam.

plate /pleit/: dia (dung thit an)

Vi du: I can’t handie this task anymore. | have already got
a lot on my plate.

“Drive sb crazy: khién ai dé phat dién.

drive /drav/: 1ai (xe)

crazy /‘kreizi/: dién

Vi du: He kept driving me crazy by repeating every word
| said.
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Decoration

1. What's the decoration like in your home?

- Well, | just can't find the right words to describe it because | haven't really decorated it. | just bought a few

small plants, a picture, and that's it.

2. What kind of decoration do you prefer?

-+ | don't really know what “types of decoration” are out
there actually, but I'll go for anything that’s simple. You
could say I'm a minimalist™. | only buy the necessary
things for my home.

3. Do Vietnamese people like decorating their home?
-+ Sure. Just like everyone else in the world, Vietnamese
people also decorate their home with a whole lot of
things: pictures, plants, toy figures®, .. | think it's
just normal. You know, everyone wants to make their
house look better, right?

4. What's your favourite colour when decorating your
home?

-+ Anything that’s bright™®, maybe something between
white and yellow. You know my skin and my mind are
dark already, so | prefer something in contrast.

Minimalist /'minimalist/: nguti theo chi nghia toi
gian.

Vi du: | don't really decorate my house much because
I'm a minimalist.

*Toy figure: md hinh d6 choi.

toy /to1/: d6 choi

figure /‘figjar/: hinh dang, nhan vat

Vi du: Some toy figures from famous brands like Gucci
are very expensive.

*Ghi chu: tir bright c6 thé ding dé néi vé mau sac va
ca nhimg thir mang tinh triru tuong hon.

Vi du: | want a shirt in a bright colour. (T6i mudn mét
chiéc do sang mau - ndi vé mau sac).

I believe you're gonna have a very bright future. (Toi
tin anh sé c6 mdt tuang lai rat tuoi sang - nghia triu
tuong).

On the bright side, this change will increase our
company's revenue. (V@ mét tich cuc, su thay dbi nay sé
lam tdng doanh thu cia cong ty).
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Maths

1. Do students learn maths in secondary schools in Vietnam?
- Of course. Actually, they have to learn maths from primary school until the end of high school. It's a
compulsory subject, and | also think it's necessary for everyone.

2. Do you think maths is difficult?

- It depends. Some basic maths like making
calculations is quite easy. However, things get much
more challenging when it comes to something
complex like solving a long. big equation™ or doing a
trigonometric calculation™.

3. What can people do with maths in their daily life?
- There's a lot. | think maths exists in every aspect of
our life. You know, everyone needs to calculate their
own expenses and many other things - that's maths.
Some jobs even require more complex and advanced
maths. For example, an engineer has to do a bunch of
things with geometry™ and other stuff, an accountant
has to deal with tons of calculations every day. See,
maths is important to all of us.

4. Do you learn maths now? Why/why not?

= Not formally*, but yes. | learn it through my everyday
job. | also read some books about maths, but not
something that we learn in high school or university. |
prefer something that's more applicable.

MEquation /ikwersn/: Phuong trinh

Vidyu | am ciueless about chemical equations.

" Mrigonometric calculation: phép tinh lugng giac
Trigonometric / tngana'metrik/: luong gidc
Caleulation / leelkjuledfn/: phép tinh

Vi du | find it so difficult to do trigonometry calculations
during Maths lessons.

FiGeometry /dyi'a:matri/: hinh hoc
Vi du: | think I'm better at geometry than arithmetic.

“iFormally /'fs:rmali/: mdt cach chinh théng

Vi du: Although she was not formally trained as a history
teacher, she is widely respected for her knowledge of
the penod.

Luwu y: Tir *formal” khi ngi vé cach sir dung ngbn nglr
ho&c cach an méc sé mang nghia “trang trong, nghiém
tuc”. Tuy nhién khi sir dung tir ndy trong chi dé gido
duc, né sé& mang nghia “chinh thdng ~ dugc dao tao tai
mdt td chire gido duc chinh quy”

Vidu The majority of children nowadays have access (o
formal education (Hiu hét tré em hién nay déu co thé
tiép cdn vdl gido duc chinh quy - gido duc tai céc co 5o
chinh théng/ duoc céng nhén)
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Being Happy

1. Is there anything that makes you feel happy lately?
- Yes. | just won a lottery 3 days ago, and I'm still on
cloud nine™. It’s over 1 million dollars, you know, and
| still wonder whether | should throw it into real estate
or the stock market, or maybe | should take the advice
of Elon Musk and get some bitcoin.

2. What do you do to stay happy?

- Keep a positive attitude. You know, being happy is
a state of mind, and we can control our thinking to
achieve that. Bad things come and go. What we need
to do is just to keep a positive attitude, and happiness
will be there with us. Don't rant and rave®. It just
makes things worse.

3. Can you stay happy all the time?

=+ No, of course. I'm just like every other human on
earth. My mood goes up and down from time to time®.
| believe no one can stay happy all the time. They have
to feel blue' sometimes. That makes us human, you
know.

4. Is it important to be happy?

- Of course. When we're happy with something, we
have more motivation to keep on doing other things.
Life is gloomy™ and dark without happiness.

™0n cloud nine (idiom): rat vui
Vi du: I was on cloud nine when | received my test result.

@Rant and rave (idiom): kéu ca phan nan.

rant /rzent/. phan nan

rave /rerv/: noi lon (khi tac gian), néi say sua

Vi du: Instead of sitting there, ranting and raving, you'd
better spend time thinking of the solution.

®From time to time: doi khi, khong thuting xuyén.

Vi du: She has to work at weekends from time fo time.
“Feel blue: cam thay budn rau.

Vi du: After his cat’s death, he always feels blue.

®Gloomy /'glu:mi/: am dam.
Vi du: It was a wet and gloomy day, so | just stayed at
home for the whole day.
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