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%:'f Strange and Wonderful Creatures at Risk ¥
¥ 3 3k
The Earth is home to many unique and fascinating animals, but some of them are in danger of disappearing %Oe
forever. Human activities like deforestation, pollution, and hunting threaten these species. Today, we will :
explore four unusual endangered animals: the blobfish, the California condor, the aye-aye, and the pangolin. 3.%
We will also learn about their special features and what might happen to them in the future if we don’t take %:é
action.

1. The Blobfish: A Slimy, Deep-Sea Oddity 4
The blobfish (Psychrolutes marcidus) is a marine creature that lives in the deep ocean. Unlike most fish, it 71N
doesn’t have a strong skeleton or scales. Instead, its body is soft and slimy, adapted to survive under extreme 9:%
water pressure. Sadly, deep-sea fishing (bottom trawling) is destroying its habitat. If this continues, scientists %:é
predict the blobfish could vanish within the next 50 years. 'é
%

2. The California Condor: A Majestic Bird with a Powerful Beak s
The California condor is one of the largest flying birds in North America. It has a huge beak for tearing meat N
and a wingspan of nearly 10 feet! These birds almost went extinct in the 1980s, but conservation programs ;:.{-
helped save them. However, they still face threats from lead poisoning (from bullets in animal carcasses they at
eat). If hunting laws don’t change, their population might decline again. ™~
3. The Aye-Aye: A Nocturnal Primate with Strange Fingers ?Ef
The aye-aye is a nocturnal primate from Madagascar. With its big eyes, long claws, and bushy tail, it looks like N
a mix between a bat and a squirrel! It uses its special middle finger to tap on trees and find insects. Many ;:%
people in Madagascar fear the aye-aye, believing it brings bad luck, so they sometimes kill it. If this

superstition continues, the aye-aye might disappear from the wild. 5:6

4, The Pangolin: A Scaly, Cuddly-Looking Mammal \:,
Pangolins are the only mammals covered in hard scales. They roll into a ball when threatened, like an armored 7IN
invertebrate (even though they have a backbone). Sadly, they are the most illegally trafficked animals in the Als

. . - o : . AN
world because their scales are used in traditional medicine. If poaching doesn’t stop, pangolins could be a:é

extinct in 20 years.
>

Decide if the sentence is True (T) or False (F).

s

The blob fish has a strong skeleton. N

3¢

The California condor has a large beak for eating meat, %
Th -ayeisadi | (dayti imal.

e aye-aye is a diurnal (daytime) anima %:%

|

Pangolins are reptiles. %l%

S

The blob fish lives in shallow waters. N

€

The California condor was almost extinct in the 1980s. %:(_

: : : s

The aye-aye uses its long fingers to catch insects. N

s

Pangolin scales are made of the same material as fish scales. ?:\

L

<

The California condor has a wingspan of 3 feet. %:é

e by P

The blob fish is a popular pet. I~
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i~ Select the correct letter in the multiple choice,

1. What kind of animal is the aye-aye?
a) A reptile

b) A nocturnal primate

c) A marine mammal

2. Why are pangolins hunted?
a) For their fur

b) For their scales

c) For their beaks

3. The blob fish lives in:
a) Rivers

b) Deep ocean

c) Deserts

4. What is the main threat to the California condor?
a) Deforestation

b) Lead poisoning

c) Climate change

5. The aye-aye is from:
a) Australia

b) Madagascar

c) South America

6. What covers a pangolin’s body?
a) Fur

b) Scales

c) Feathers

7. The California condor is a type of:
a) Fish

b) Bird

c) Reptile

8. The blob fish lacks:
a) A strong skeleton
b) Fins

c) A slimy body

9. The aye-aye’s long finger helps it:
a) Swim

b) Find insects

c) Fly

10. If poaching continues, pangolins might go extinct in:
a) 5 years

b) 20 years

¢) 100 years
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