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The Blackbird
and his Wife

Oince upon @ time there lived o blackbind and his wife.

They sang so sweetly thot evergone passing beneath the tree
would stop ond listen. [t wos the most beautiful music: it was
as though gold ond silver rain were folling into your sars.

Cne doy the king was possing and he heard the two birds
singing. He soid ta his servants, "Catch those birds! [ will
keep them in a silver cage and they will sing to me.” 5o the
servants set o rap, but they only cought one of the binds:
the blockbird's wife. They put har into a silver cage and
hung her over tha king's bad. But she was 5o 1od that she
wouldn't sing at all.

As for the blackbird, when he saw that his wife had been
trapped, he was angry. He took a sharp thom for o sword
and took holf o wolnut shell ond wore it as o helmet. With

On the way he met o fox.
“Where are you gaing. Mr Blackbird?”

“To fight the king!”

“I'll came with you. Far years he's hounded me
ond hunted ma.”

“Come with me.” soid the blockbird.

Mext the blackbird met some ants.

“Where are you geing. Mr Blockbird?”

"Ta fight the kingl”

“We'll come with you. For years he's poisoned us
and poured hot water onto our nasts.”

“Then come with me.”

Next the blockbird met o river.

“Whera ara you geing. Mr Blackbird?”

“Ta fight the king!”

“Caon | come with you? For yeors he's droined me
and dirtiad me.”

“Come with ma.”

And they marched along until they came to the king's
poloce. Rot-tat-tat] They maorched up the golden steps
to the door, and knocked. A servant opened the door.
The blockbird drew his sword ond said. *I've come o
fight the king!™ The servant led him to the king, sitting
on his golden thrane,

the other half. he made himsalf o little drum. Soon he wos
marching tewards the paloca, beating the drum: rat-tot-tat,




“What do you want?" said the king.
“1 want my wife.”

“Well, you shon't have her!”
“Then.” said the blackbird. "you and I ore ot war.” He began to
beat his drum: rat-tot-tat. The king loughed to his servonts.
“Take this cheely bird to the hen-house and throw him in, The
chickens will hove pecked him to pieces by moming.”

S0 the blockbird was locked inside the hen-house. Straightoway

he colled the fox. whe come and snarled and snopped at the
chickens who ware terrified. All night they huddled in the comer.
quivering and quaking.

The next moming, there wos the blockbird, marching bockwards
and forwords, beating his drum: rot-tat-tot.

‘When the king heord thot the blockbird was still olive. be was angry.

“Tonight,” he shouted, "throw him in with the elaphants - thay'll
have: trampled him to o pulp by moming!™

Sa on the second night he was locked in the elephant compound.
Straightaway he colled the ants.

Soon they were crawling up the elaphants’ trunks ond inte their ears,
tickling and stinging until the elephants lay on the ground, quivering
and quaking and bagging to be laft alona!

The next marming. there was the blockbird, beating his Little drum:

This time the king was beside himself with roge.

“Tonight,” he bellowed, “that blockbird will be tied ta my
bed, and I will wolch him corefully’™

So on the third night he was tied o the king's bedpast

In the middle of the night, the blockbird colled the river.
Straightoway the river came Rowing. [t covered the floor,
it poured under the doar. it llowed threugh the palace.
The king's bed began to flaat, his blankets wers wet, his
pujomos clung to his skin. Soon he was quivering and
quaking, shivering ond shaking.

“Very w-well, Mr Blockbird.” he trembled, *I give in. Toke
your wife and g-go.” And the king cpened the door of

the cage. The blackbirds flew out of the window, over the
raoftops. ovar the fislds and the forests until thay coma to
their tree, And as the bright sun rose into the sky they sang
together. and it you'd been listening it would have been as
though gold ond silver roin hod Follen into your ears,




Plasticsandthe Environment

What is a plastic?
Flastic is o material we oll use every doy. The first plostics were mede mere thon
100 years age from parts of plants.

Flastics con be useful for prople but bod lor the planet. Here are some of the reasons.

Good points Bad points
Plastics can be shaped into almost Plastics can be difficult to recycle.
amghtiing., Plastics con give off poisonous
Plastics are light ond cheop to moke. | fumes when they melt.

Plastics can be produced in different Plastics are made hom oil, which
colours it running out.

Plastics do not rot. Plastics do nat rat.

The problem with plastics

Some plastics can lost for o long time without wearing out, but this meons that

it is very difficult to get rid of them when they ame nat needed. They may remain
in rubbish dumps for hundreds of years. Thete dumps, caolled landbill sites, con be
smilly. ugly end harmbul to our plonet.

Plastic today and in the future

Plastics are now made from oil, coal and natural gas. We are using these things so
fiast thaat the: Eorth's 5.np|ji,~s may run out, Scientisls o inues.li:gcﬂiug new ideos for
making plostics from plonts such as sweet potate, bambos ond Rax.

What you can do to help

Re-use

You can re-usge lots of plostic objects, Plastic bettles con
be re-used mony times, rother thon throwing them awoy
after each drink. Unwanted plastic geeds. such as CDs
and toys, can be donated to charity shops.

Reduce
Arother thing we con do to help is to use less plostic. For example, mony people are
using fewer plostic bags for their shagping.

Recycle
Racycling s @ good way to get rid of unwanted plastics. Recycled waste materials
are used ogain to make new products. However. this con be difficult s different
types of plastic need to be recycled in different woys, Some plastics can be melted
and used to make more plostic products such as bags ond bottles. Others can be
made into fibres (stromeds of material) fer dathing.
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Matienal curriculum tests Cuestions 1-8 are about
The Blackbird and his Wile |pages 4-T7)

Key stage 1

n Why did the king wont ta hove the blackbirds?

(page &)

EninSh reading n- Why was the blodkbird's wile sod?
Paper 2: reading answer booklet QO

(poge i)

First name What instrument did the blackbird play on the way te
the poloce?

Middle rama :
Last naime

(page 3)
SAMPLE BOOKLET R TR—
Published July 2015 a) What had the king dane to the fox?
This samphe test indicates bow the national currficulum will be assessed from 2016 O
Furthar information ks avallable on GOVUK at wiew.gev.ukfsta
b} What had tha king dene to the ants?
Tetal marks
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n Far years he's droined me and dirtied me.

wWhat doas the ward droinad mean?
Tick ane.
filled up with water
stirred up the water

emptied out the water

worn out the water

u The: blackbird said: ~You and | are at war.”

[poge 5)

(poge &)

How do you know that the king wos net worried by this?

O

P Qb 032070 Papars co.uk
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{poges & - 7)

n Draw lines to motch these characters to the help they gove
the blackbind.

fox . + frightened the king |

ants . f scared the chickens I

rivar l % tenified the elophants | O

(page 7)
n Find ond copy two words that describe how scared the
king wos,
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[ Questions 9 - 18 are about ] (page 8)
st iisin i i n ‘Why can plosties be dongerous when they melt?

(pope ) O
O |page 8)

n Giva two problams with landfill sites.

n When were plastics first mode?

(puge B} O
Tick twa good points about plastics. 2.
Plastics can be...

(page 7)
What are most plastics made from today?
nice to smell.

Tick two.
| : Give two things
ek o |— 1 )
|— 2 | O
|

grown.
ben.
o {page 9)
——— |— O What might plostics be made Fom in the huture?
Give two things.
1.
2 O
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(puge ¥} [pagas 8- 9)

Look at the section headed: Re-use Put ticks in the table to show which sentences are true ond
which are false.
Find ond eopy the word that means the same o3 “given owoy”.
O One has been done for you
The information soys that... True | Faolse
(poge %) recycling is o good woy to get rid of J

unwanted plostics.

Look ot the section headed: Recycle
we should use more things made of plostic.

Give ene thing that con be mode from led plastics.
“ o e ik i O todoy we use plastics a lat.

plastic is hard to get rid of.

plestics rat. O

(poge 9) 2 mana
n Draw lines to motch the words below o their meaning,
words meanings
R use the same thing
more thon once [ END OF TEST ]
turn an object into
oo samething else
use less of
Rec
ucle something O
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