LESSONS 1-6 Grammar Review
THE PLURAL OF NOUNS

In the course about the pronunciation there was talk about the meaning of the hard and
soft variant in the ending of words in the Russian grammar. This hard-soft distinction becomes
relevant in the plural.

Masculine and feminine nouns have the same endings in the plural. It is the ending —bI
in the hard vanant and the ending —H in the soft variant.

Neuter nouns have the ending —A (hard variant) and the ending —5 (soft variant) in the

plural.
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C HOBHPH IMIOoIIIaIH

Commentary on the table

1. The plural of masculine nouns is formed by simply adding the ending bI: cron — cronsi:
Tenedon — renedonst and so on. However. if a masculine noun in the singular has one of
the consonants H or b at the end. the plural is formed by changing H or b into the ending
—H. For example. my3eif — My3en: coBapk — c1oBapH and so on.

The plural of feminine nouns is formed by changing the ending -A into —bl (mxkoma —
mkonsl and so on) or by changing the ending —5 or b into —H (Hexena — HexenH:
IIomans — Iomarn and so on).

3. The plural of neuter nouns is formed by changing the ending —O into —A (okHo — OKHA

and so on) or by changing —E into —I (Mope — Mopsi: 3ananHe — 3agaHasA and so on).
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Special Cases of the Formation of the Plural of Nouns

There are only a few exceptions. For the basic communication it’s enough to know the following
words (the complete list see in appendix):

singular plural
pEﬁéHOK child /baby — JIE€TH children
YEeIIOBEK human /person | — JIKOII people
Opar brother — OpaTh4 brothers
APYT friend — JAPY3bA friends
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Phonetic Phenomenon

ATTENTION! K,T, X U

A, I, 11, m

The vowel Bl is never written after the consonants K, I, X, K, II, 4, I. Le.. if a masculine

noun ends with one of these consonants or a feminine noun has one of these consonants at the

end. the plural is formed by adding the ending H. Compare:

Teatp — TeaTpbl < KapaH/Jam — KapaHJIamu
ra3etra —ras3ethbl co0aka — codakn

Teat) — TeaTpbl BpaY — BpauH

HIKO/Ia — MKOIBI KOIIera — Ko/UIera

3axanme 3. Give the plural of these nouns.

1. caoBo — ecesseneesennans 14. npyr

AR R — 15. moxpyra
3. 0Oap = s snsm e s 16. neHs

4. PBIHOK s 17. ¢uiM
5. nmeno = ecraenareaneneas 18. Opat

6 PUDEHEE e 19. ymmua
7. ImKomna — eeenaeneennaa 20. Mecto
8. KapaHmam —.................. 21. KOMaHIHpOBKA
9. naua = eerapeessssnsnnans 22. cyMKa
10. pybib A B entnsaiions 23. HOBOCTB
11 DOIMARE — s 24. myseit
12, crates s 25. MammHa
13 COORITAR —ciaianmanns 26. TpaBHIIO

.....................
.....................
.....................
.....................
.....................
.....................
.....................
.....................
---------------------

.....................

coLIVEWORKSHEETS



