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Grammar Notes for Lesson 11

1. Formulations with the te-form

In lesson 10 we have learnt the fundamental structure of the te-form.

In the following lesson we learn new formulations which are realized by extension of
the te-form.

There are a lot of words and compound words which fuse with the te-form to create new
grammatical functions. The fusion always follows a very simple structure:

(MAIN WORD) ~T plus a word or a compound word

The fundamental idea of the method to create a new grammatical function in connection
with ~< is always the same:

First of all ~< is nothing but a linkage between the foregoing main word and the following
word. This word which is appended to ~< loses most of its identity as an independent
word and acts as an appendix or auxiliary. The word which stays before ~ is so to say the
leading actor which obtains with help of the supporting actor a new nuance of meaning.

Most of such formulations with the te-form are discussed in Intensive Japanese II.
(6.8 ~Th2, ~THBE~TLEI, ~TEL ~THTFE,~TH5 7, ~TLha, ~Twk#{ etc.)
In this lesson we are going to learn six different formulations.

1.1 The Verbal Formulation ~T\»3%

Sample structure: BRTWVET

I am eating.

The formulation ~tw 3 is composed of the ~< as a linkage and the former 5V vz (12 £7)
which has loses completely its meaning as a verb of existence. It acts just as an auxiliary
for the main word (e.g. fr~<3). ~<\>% has a formal character of an inflexional word and it
can be attached to most verbs.

The function and meaning of ~tw2 depends on the context and above all on the
character of the foregoing verb. But we can already signalize that in the most of the cases
~<w % has the meaning of doing something. In other words, it corresponds to the
progressive form.

Examples:

fRE Al Ms Mori is...

Wi L TWET, (speaking), EZA TV E T, (thinking), BTV X7, (sleeping)
BTV ET, (working), 2V TWE T, (hurrying), HFV T E T, (walking)
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1.1.1 Continuous Verbs with ~T\: 3%

Sample sentence:

AT NIEE—N2ERATVET,

Michael is drinking beer.

This sample sentence shows us that the action is going on ‘around now’or more precisely,
it is happening around the moment of speaking.

This sentence implies also the fact that this action (#x#r) has started at an indefinite point in
time and it will continue up to an uncertain point in time.

(Surely the precise beginning or ending of Michael’s present action is unknown, but it

is also unimportant for the meaning of the sentence.)

From this it follows that the (first) function of ~7w 3 is to describe an action that is
happening at the moment of speaking. The on-going character of the action is emphasized
strongly by this formulation. Adverbs like 4 (1:* now) that underline this snap-shot like
nature are quite often used in such sentences.

Although the majority of the Japanese verbs are continuous verbs (CV), there are also
verbs mentioned in the next chapters without a progressive character.

Besides these cases, neither the v % itself nor the verb % can be connected with ~tw3,
(vTwaor H-7w:5 do not exist!)

More sample sentences:

2V 7135 M%Z L CwE TP, Whatis Maria doing at the moment?

FHEZHOTWET, She is writing a letter.
KTBETWET, She is sleeping at home.
FPRTCIHZRENTWVWET, She is eating the meal in the canteen.
EXREHRATHET, She is drinking tea.
HBoPzLTwET, She is going shopping.

Quiz 1: What is Michael doing now?
ek

PR % B < .

BEERVET,

HEEOMEZLE 7.

ttCEFEELET,

HAGG 2L 27,

Trid b2 LET,

ek DEEzEEE ET.

D STITR T S

HEET,
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Quiz 2: What are you doing now?

a—b—2He,

Yy 7 —in5,

#ZZ 5,

T SAMFELHEZET,
MIEETTr—%%28X3%,
HAGROME%Z T 5,
WHOHEE PTTIT 5,
AETTNNSA F 2T 3,
HADMRZH < .

[RAT 23—+ &7,

okl

Quiz 3: What were you doing yesterday at 4 o’clock in the afternoon?

a—t—%Kie,
HEEOBELZLET.
TLEZRS,
BREEIZAS,
McH-P%3 5,
v et = T
AETHEL
WBERETAZHD,
FHEzHE<,
INAZRRED,
WEEEHA B,
—F—=%¥%9,
BEH#Z LB,
IEZ %S,
PEBE< .

ZZICW b,

akd
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1.1.2 Momentary Verbs with ~T\» 3%

Sample sentence:

24T NRIEI LEZDPESOTVRET,

Michael is wearing a cap.

This sample sentence shows us that a once happened action (to put on) still has its

effect (repercussion) until the moment of speaking .

This sentence implies the fact that this momentary action (#-5:2) must have happened at an
indefinite time in the past. Although the observer did not see the act of putting on the cap,
because he did not witness this action, he can still clearly see its on-going state.

From this it follows that the (second) function of ~<w 3 is to describe not the action itself,
but its effect that is occurring in the moment of speaking. There are a lot of verbs
belonging to the group of momentary verbs which show an action that starts and ends
within a relatively short space of time while maintaining its effect. The most striking
example of a momentary verb is the state of death (%4 v 2). %4 is not repeatable, the
effect lasts forever and the action itself 1s relatively short. # Z s34 ¢we2. means ‘g
dead bird is laying there’ and not ‘the bird there is dying’.

Following examples from this textbook belong among others to the momentary verbs:

fToTw3 staying (7 < to go, lesson 1)

->Tw3 to be at home (i % to go home, lesson 1)

XT3 to be there (k% to come, lesson 1)

HETWS to be awake (#2Z % to get up, lesson | )

HETWw3 to be wearing (#% % to wear, lesson 1)

HATWD to remember (3£ Z % to memorize, lesson 2 )

BTw3 sleeping ($2 % to sleep, lesson 7 )

FioTw3 to possess (£ to own, to hold in one’s hand, lesson 7,10 )
fEATWVwS living (fE#r to reside, lesson 8 )

PES2TWVE wearing (#>.5% to put on, lesson 9 )

»IFTws wearing (7|} % to wear, lesson 9 )

TG Twv3b toknow (47705 to understand, lesson 9 )

#H->Tv:%  tobecompleted (%4 % toend, lesson 10 )

WoTuwr s to be troubled (4% to be in trouble, lesson 10 )

EoTn3b riding (¥E% to ride, lesson 10 )

E>Tw3 to be back again (J<% to return to the starting point, lesson 10 )
#HhTns to be cracked (#1415 to be cracked, lesson 10 )
IEATWA to be over (I1E3r to stop, lesson 10 ) ete.ete.
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Not every momentary verb is clearly comprehensible as an effect of a short action:

So the process fi~Tv:% is not a trip or a long lasting process of going, but a short transfer
that enables to reach the place to stay.

A ffoTwEY. means “he is staying in Japan’ and not ‘he is going to Japan’. The
stay is so to say the visible effect of the preceding action of going. In the same way all
similar actions like %i><Twv 2, #Tw3, i Tw5, B-Tw2 describe just the results or the
actual stage.

The state of understanding sr#-<v:2 for instance should be interpreted as the effect of a
sudden enlightenment and not as a long lasting process of cognition. It is more the
permanent state of knowing after a very short act of understanding.

In a similar way %4 <2 shows us the effect of memorizing something. And the final
stage of memorizing is remembrance. The sentence z@#iE%4i 4 T2 34, does not mean
‘are you memorizing that vocabulary?’ | but it has to be translated as “do you remember
that vocabulary?’.

Sample sentences:

FMZREDE L DEIAEATOHE T,

I live in the dormitory near the university.
AT NVRBERIZT>TVRET, FEKICHE>TVWERA,

Michael has gone to school. He has not come home yet.

2V T7REETVETS, WX, FEETVET,
Has Maria already got up? No, she is still sleeping.

SHRE-TVwELE, TH, bIIEATHET,
It was raining this morning. But it has already stopped.

HIARARA—FEZBVTwET, 2L T, t—F¥—%2FTVET,

Ms Mori is wearing a skirt. And she is wearing a sweater.

ffizodbhzhbilTwuET, Tb, ZldHInTuE T,

She is wearing glasses. But they are broken.

AHIAZEATOVETH,, TV, TH, SEFTENTE LA,

Do you remember Mr. Honda? Yes. But I have forgotien him until now.

important notice: The state of knowing is @-Tw£7 , but of not knowing is fmb £+¢4.
The expression #i- T %4 4 does not exist!

Quiz 4: Answer the questions.
ﬂ for instance
AT MEEZITITo TV ET D,
FELBRICE>TVWETH,
EBTHRTOETH,
iz HIRETVET A,
HEREZTVWETDH,
GEEZV SR> TLETh,
EZIREATVE TS,
BEXRiZ#Eb->TwE 3,
I IEATWE T2,
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Quiz S: Describe the momentary state of the following actions.

OB EMITET,
5 LELEDET,
BEIAEET,
P LIERE T,
F7EAED £ 7,
BNWEEET,

1 ROHFEELHEZI £,
RHEITHT £,
=B ET,
Ah—bEIZEFT,
THELAZIZODET,
Rz wldET,
MATHRIC’D 7,
BRicEEE9,
RIPIIZET,
BIEHEE £,
LIXEF T,
PLERET,
bIIREET,
¥EBET.
HEEr T T,
iz £9,
ITRD £9,
BEEWELET,
Fedhivib £¥T,
RPN E T,
iz AD £9,
FAZHED £,
WICEAET,
Badbh £,
HENEEET,
BE&rFHLET,
WA FE T,
HADPHAET,

ok
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1.1.3 State Verbs with ~TWw 3

Sample
Semtence: | indednd vy i3 Ty KBTVRET,

The “*/* of Katakana resembles a “3-*,

In Japanese only very few verbs are state verbs. These verbs show more like an adjective
the state of being. Such non-action verbs are fitv>3 to resemble, #iz*-7w3 to be bent
(ih#:% to turn, to curve) , and the verb £t >7w2 to be old (4% = - aged) that is not
mentioned in our textbook.

These three verbs do not describe a process and have no progressive meaning like
continuous verbs, but they denote a quality/feature of person or thing in the present state.
At the same time these verbs not show an effect of a short action like momentary verbs.
The fact that the Katakana » and:> resemble each other does exist independent of time.
And the expression iz~ 2 in a sentence like zwitiizihsi-<w£4, " this street is curved’
is not a result of a sudden change of the street formation. The curvature is nearly a timeless
state,

( Although contextually you can categorize {5 and {i#:5 as belonging to momentary
verbs: ‘after a plastic surgery Maria resembles Madonna’ or ‘after a rough handling the
spoon is curved now’.)

1.1.4 Contextual meaning of ~T\x 3%

Sample sentences:

aldDY 1 2K EFCARZFRATHIET,

He always reads a book until twelve.

b3 2%H 1 2IFEFTRETVE T,

He is always awake until twelve.

The sample sentences show us very clearly that the context can undermine the different
functions of ~<vz . Both sentences show somehow habitual actions.

In sentence a. the continuous verb i does not describe an action that is happening at the
moment of speaking anymore, but just a practice of doing something.

In the same way the momentary verb 2= 2 in sentence b. does not show (as we have learnt
in chapter 1.1.2) an action that starts and ends within a short time while maintaining its
effect. t&=Twv-% in this sentence is nothing but a habitual action.

In other words in most of the cases the context is far more important for the meaning of
~<Tw:2 than the categorization of the characteristic of a verb. Sentences made with ~<uv.2
without a clear cut context are very often equivocal:
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equivocal sentences with ~t:2:

HillZ FiA TR E T,
I am reading the newspapers. (at the moment)
I am accustomed to reading newspapers.

HADEHEREZR S TWE T,
[ am listening to Japanese music. (at the moment)
[ habitually listen to Japanese music.

<A T MIRATHEZ L TWET,
Michael studies at the university. (he is a student; permanent or long-lasting situation)
Michael is studying now. (he is learning something at the moment)

RiE# 7742 L0T0ET,
My father is wearing a necktie. (e.g. today; temporary or short-lived situation)
My father is accustomed to wearing a necktie. (regular or habitual action)

unequivocal sentences with ~tw:3:

GFZGHATHET,

I am reading the newspapers now.

el 2 A TV ET,

I am accustomed to reading newspapers every morning.

LELEHAOEEZEVTVWET,

From time to time I am listening to Japanese music.

2 A TV EEDP S RETHIRZ LTVET,

Since last year Michael studies at the university.

KIFGHEF 7942 LDTET,

Today my father is wearing a necktie.

RIFV2b 27842 LOTHET,

My father is accustomed to wearing always a necktie.

Quiz 6: What meaning do the sentences have?

c*

24 iR OuhIEA R TVE T,
L THEZLTWET,

7o BANDBIEATHET,

iz HIRETET,
933F\DNRAICESTHET,
E—iLZfRATHWET,
HEMHIfT>TET,

uoLIVEWORKSHEETS



Intensive Japanese [, Grammar Lesson 11 10

Quiz 7: Which meaning do the sentences have?
(a. a habitual action b. action in progress now c. both)

okl

2 A NS ROhIEARR > TWwET,
iz bRuohEriITuET,
HORBIFBHHCTHET,
SHIXEI LZE>THET,
CHOF7IE] OB efE->TWVET,
ZOBIEIETr—X2BRT0ET,
Biib kot THhiITVET,
iz TET,
CZIBRABEIAIETHET,
SHIZTELAZIZHTVRET,
Y7 —Z2BOTVET,
Rizw2b P LERTVET,
HIZFEATHET,
HiEskoTwE T,

e SAEFEEHEVTLET,
Hfla—kt—ZMATHET,
bl HAREOMEZ L TWET,
2V TRSHEDBEEZ D ITTVET,
FEBTFZANRL FE2LTWET,
IR HADOHKZROTOET,
S TA—F2ELTHWET,
wobfnuke—F—2FTVET,
AH—=FEEBOVTWVET,
EREBRZFVAZLOBTLET,
FHISRITEEICE-> TV E T,
COEIEIZ 2 4FEBECTuET,
HEROLOBLTH>TWET,

flz= ) 7OBICES>TWLE T,
LELFEBEZFR->TVET,
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1.2 ~Tw{ and ~TK %

Sample sentences:

a DIFAZHE->TEE L,

I bought a bag and came here.

bIXAZRSTEE LI,

[ came here carrying a bag.

The verbs 17 < and #2 are verbs from lesson 1 with the meaning fo go and fo come. As
auxiliaries of a main word ~<w¢ and ~<T< % are written completely in Hiragana.
The meaning of these expressions depends strongly on the character of the foregoing verb.

continuous verbs:

The combination of a continuous verb and ~<v:¢ or ~< ¢ 2 means

- to do something and after this action to go somewhere (V~tTw¢)

- to do something and after this action to come back to the starting point (V~t<3):

I—kb—%fATVWEET,
I drink coffee and go (to somewhere).
QYT VLB P ZHEHTWEE L,

Maria bought a present and went there.

Mr-Clkliz TS £9,
[ am going to see a movie in the town (and I am coming back).

A—R_—THWPPELTEET,
I am going to the supermarket (and I am coming back).

notice: In the practice there are far more sentences made with ~t ¢ 3 than with ~<tv. ¢ .

momentary verbs:

Apart from the “normal” use of doing something and then going somewhere or coming
back, some combinations of a momentary verb and ~<.. ¢ or ~< ¢ % have also other
special meanings:

- while doing something else to go somewhere (V~Tuw:¢)

- while doing something else to return to the starting point (V~t ¢ 3)
I—E—%2FHFI>TWEET,

I take the coffee with me (and go to somewhere).
2YFTRE—F—EHFTWEELE,

Maria wore a sweater and went to somewhere.,

(Wearing a sweater Maria went to somewhere.)

NAICES>TEE LT,

I came by bus. (I came here riding on the bus.)

NATETEET,

[ am going to sleep in the bus while [ am coming back.

(T am going to sleep in the bus on the way back.)

notice: The temporal aspect like wiz#5-< < 2. The rain is beginning to fall slowly. or
waandinc 2. The glasses are cracking by and by. will be discussed later.
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Quiz 8: Build sentences by using ~7.:< or ~< ¢ % and the following words.

.
it 89 1<
HA f7¢ k3
ARXF R T4
a—kt— Kl 7T
il B k3
Nn ¥z 47<
A28 3
#® ML 11
F7 B2 174
Bw ki k3
RBw #5 11<
=T B Y
&L K kb k3D
AH—F 2L f7X4
&L @z 174
TEH #Hihs X5
Liro& MR A2 k3

Quiz 9: Build more sentences by using ~< ¢ or ~< ¢ 2 and the following words.

£ for instance
XA A7 <
fiialE E—n kb
2450 A Fo
XA s T3
933&%F R E3
TEL 3R FK D
SH Hwe —¥%— H?
K R\ 83
Fek BB Fro
U7 E5L »E3
2 ® KR35
K KHELZ K Ens
Yy 7— (S
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1.3 Polite Request with ~ T 72\

Sample sentences:

a. 3‘—1:‘—’53_‘%( 723\,

Would you give me a cup of coffee, please?

b. I—E—2ROTETLEI,

Would you bring me a coffee, please?

As you have already learnt in the situational exercises in lesson 3.4 and 9 the expression
¢ #%w (would you give me..., please) is very useful to make an order or ask directly for a
thing. The sentence structure is:

NZLEIWn,

ZOFHE LS, Would you give me this newspaper, please?
E—nZL K3, Beer, please.

HahZ {23\, Would you give me a telephone call, please?
A LIRfEZ C 23w, Could you give me some time, please?

¢ #2xw is written also as F&w, i.e. it is regarded as asking people who are always in a
higher position (k) to do things for us who are always in a lower position (F).

Derived from this demand or request for ascertained goods you can also ask someone
for a service, i.e. an action that brings you a benefit or convenience.

As you can see from the sample sentence b the formulation ¢ # 2.+ is now connected by
means of the te-form with a verb.

The formation of asking someone for a favour or a service or that shows a demand is:

V~TLEE W,

More sample sentences:

EVZTHRDTLEI 0,

Would you start, please?

Lro o T &\, (=fixed expression)
Would you wait a moment, please?

CCICAET EEMIZH TS Y,

Would you write your name and address here, please?
bo LRCHFEZEATLEI W,

Would you learn the words better, please?

ZDOEREESTLES Y,
Would you pick up that book for me, please?
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This formulation is not polite enough to use it in conversation with socially higher-ranking
person like your teacher, your superior etc., but also with strangers or people we do not
know well.

In such cases it is preferable to use the following expression:

V~TREIRERAD,

Although expressions like &3 ##otd #xwgeis, (Could you possibly start, please?) or
k% Lo T EEwEEA, ([ wonder if you could (possibly) pick up that book for me?) still
lack politeness and the situation of asking a socially higher-ranking person for a favour
itself needs much more verbal and non-verbal sure instincts, ~< ¢ # x4 44 can be seen
as a simply structured temporary solution.

Quiz 10: Build sentences by using ~t ¢z or ~T(EE0EEAR,

ﬂ for instance
a9 o
B35,
HIOB 5.
il 7t | XN
RELFTEC
BT 5,
o5,
P LFED,
a—k—%iKis,
F7rzH® 5,
mEEIT,
DATAGBASETSE D),
ol #05,
s S ¢ N
EREHIZHTRT,
1 5HFDNRAICHES,
Lok ndgs,
Hf~fT>TH 9,
HARIZfT>TRIE* T 5.
ARXFEZRFH>TWw,
i 2 H - i te,
X EHEEHR->TL 3,
HDONZWE->THICHA S,
T SAHFERRA S,
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1.4 Permission with ~T3{ WV TT

Sample sentences:

a. £ ZICESTHVLWTT,

I do not mind if you would sit there.

b. i  THVLWWTT,

It does not matter if it is old.

. FETHVLTY,

I do not care if it is poor.

b IREATHVRNTT,

I do not mind if it is your younger sister.

15

~Th e can be used not only as a verbal, but also as an adjectival and nominal auxiliary.
The literal meaning of this expression is if is also good (% plus £v») in the sense of giving
a permission to the suggested or presented action or status, or the idea that the situation
we are confronting now is among other possibilities also acceptable. The translations of
~T 4L are according to the context it does not matter if or I do not care if or in case of

a question may I or do you mind if or is it possible if ctc.

The structures in respect of V, VA, NA and N orientate of course to the te-form:

V ~Tbwuaty
VA ~{THWLWTT
NA ~THWVWnTT
N ~THhwnntd

More sample sentences:

HENEoTHWVNTY,

I do not care if you are going home.
COFiHEFA TS LT h,
Would you mind if I read this newspaper?
CITREZZWS>THWVWLTYT D,
Do you mind my smoking here?

TR TN TT,
It does not matter if the meal is cold.

OB TH LT T,

It does not matter if you do this job next week.
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