Rare species from around the world

Have you ever heard of a purple frog or a ghost orchid? Our planet is home to many rare and
unusual plants and animals that most people have never seen!

The Amur leopard is one of the rarest big cats in the world. Only
about 100 of these beautiful spotted cats remain in the wild. They
live in forests between Russia and China. These leopards can run up
to 37 miles per hour and jump 19 feet horizontally! Unfortunately,
hunters want their gorgeous fur, and this has made them endangered.

Deep in the forests of Madagascar lives the aye-aye. This strange-
looking animal is a type of lemur with big eyes and an extra-long
middle finger. The aye-aye uses this special finger to tap on trees and
listen for insects inside. Then it chews a hole in the wood and uses
that same finger to pull out the bugs for dinner! Many local people
think the aye-aye brings bad luck, which has made this rare animal
even more endangered.

The axolotl is a rare salamander that lives only in one lake in
Mexico. Unlike most amphibians, it never grows up! The axolotl
keeps its feathery gills and stays underwater its whole life. It can also
regrow almost any body part if it gets injured. Scientists study these
amazing animals to learn about healing. Sadly, pollution and new
fish introduced to their lake have put axolotls in danger of extinction.

A

on Earth. It can grow up to 12 feet tall and blooms only once every
7-10 years. When it does bloom, it smells like rotting meat! This
horrible smell attracts flies and beetles that help pollinate the plant.
Botanists (plant scientists) travel great distances just to see this rare
flower bloom.

The Vaquita is the world's rarest marine mammal. This small
porpoise lives only in the Gulf of California. Scientists believe fewer
than 10 vaquitas remain in the wild. These shy animals are often
caught by accident in fishing nets meant for other sea creatures.
Conservation teams are working urgently to save the vaquita from
disappearing forever.
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In the mountains of China lives the giant panda. While many people
know about pandas, few realize how rare they are. Pandas eat almost
nothing but bamboo, which doesn't provide much energy. This means
pandas must eat for up to 14 hours every day! Their forest homes have
. been cut down to make room for farms and cities. Thanks to
conservation efforts, pandas are slowly increasing in number, but they
| remain endangered.

Conservation groups work hard to protect these and other rare species. They create wildlife
reserves and breeding programs to help endangered animals. Everyone can help by learning
about these amazing creatures and supporting efforts to save them. Some people become
"citizen scientists” and help track rare species in their neighborhoods.

The next time you see a common squirrel or robin, remember that somewhere in the world,
people are getting excited about spotting much rarer animals that are fighting to survive!

Vocabulary Questions
What does the word "conservation" mean in paragraph 8?

A) Studying animals in a laboratory
B) Taking photographs of rare species
C) Protecting and preserving natural resources

D) Building zoos for endangered animals

The passage describes the corpse flower's smell as "horrible.” Which word below could replace "horrible" with the
same meaning?

A) Pleasant
B) Unusual
C) Foul

D) Interesting
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Inference Questions
Why do you think the axolotl's ability to regrow body parts interests scientists?

A) Because it could help develop new medicines for humans
B) Because it makes the axolot| swim faster
C) Because it changes the color of the axolotl

D) Because scientists want to keep axolotls as pets

Why do you think conservation groups create breeding programs for endangered animals?
A) To study how animals behave

B) To increase animal populations safely

C) To make money from tourists

D) To make animals easier to find in the wild

Predict Questions
Based on what you've read, predict what might help the giant panda population continue to grow.

A) Teaching pandas to eat different foods
B) Moving all pandas to zoos
C) Protecting bamboo forests from being cut down

D) Introducing pandas to new countries

What do you predict might happen if all Amur leopards disappeared from the wild?
A) Other big cats would increase in number

B) The forest ecosystem might become unbalanced

C) Hunters would find different animals to hunt

D) Nothing would change in the forest

Explain Questions
Explain why the corpse flower produces a smell like rotting meat.

A) To keep humans away from it
B) Because it is actually rotting
C) To attract flies and beetles that help pollinate it

D) Because it grows in swampy areas
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Explain two reasons why the axolotl is endangered.
A) Pollution and introduced fish in their lake

B) Climate change and illegal pet trade

C) Hunting and disease

D) Forest fires and drought

Retrieve Questions
Where does the vaquita live?

A) In the forests of Madagascar
B) In the mountains of China
C) In one lake in Mexico

D) In the Gulf of California

How long can the corpse flower go between blooms?
A) Every year

B) Every 2-3 years

C) Every 7-10 years

D) Once in its lifetime

How many Amur leopards remain in the wild?
A) Fewer than 10

B) About 100

C) Around 1,000

D) More than 5,000

Summarize Questions
In your own words, summarize why the aye-aye is endangered.

A) It has too many predators and not enough food
B) It reproduces too slowly and is affected by climate change
C) Local people think it brings bad luck, and its habitat is being destroyed

D) Itis hunted for its valuable fur and unique middle finger
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Summarize the main challenges that rare species face according to this passage.

A) Climate change, disease, and competition with other species
B) Hunting, habitat loss, pollution, and human superstitions
C) Not enough food, too many predators, and slow reproduction

D) Natural disasters, changing weather patterns, and migration difficulties
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