Types of Maps
Political Maps - Political map of Bhutan

"Political maps" show the geographic boundaries
between governmental units such as countries,
states, and counties. They show roads, cities and
major water features such as oceans, rivers and
lakes.
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Political maps help people understand the
geography of the world. They are also known as
"reference maps" because people refer to them
again and again as they have questions.

Physical maps are designed to show the natural
landscape features of Earth, They are best
known for showing topography, either by colors
or as shaded relief. Physical maps often have a
green to brown to gray color scheme for
showing the elevation of the land. Darker greens
are used for near-sea-level elevations, with the
color grading into tans and browns as elevations
increase. The color gradient often terminates in

Alpme

88 Sib ey i) shades of gray for the highest elevations.

- ol - - - -
Rivers, lakes, seas and oceans are usually shown in blue, often with a light blue color for the most shallow
areas and darkening in a gradient or by intervals for areas of deeper water. Glaciers and ice caps are
shown in white colors.

. Topoographic Maps
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Topographic maps are reference maps that show the
shape of Earth’s surface. They usually do this with lines
of equal elevation known as "contour lines", but
elevation can also be shown using colors (second
map), color gradients, shaded relief and a number of

other methods.

Topographic maps are frequently used by hunters, hikers,
skiers, and others seeking outdoor recreation. They are

also essential tools of the trade for geologists, surveyors,

coLIVEWORKSHEETS



engineers, construction workers, landscape planners, architects, biologists and many other professions -
especially people in the military.

Topographic maps also show other important natural features such as lakes, rivers and streams. Their
locations are determined by topography, making them important natural elements of topographic maps.

Climate Maps

LA LA ﬁ NG0E S2°00°E A climate map shows information about the climate
of an area. These maps can show things like the
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specific climatic zones of an area based on the
temperature, the amount of snow an area receives,
or the average number of cloudy days. These maps
normally use colors to show different climatic areas.
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economic activity or natural resources present in an area
through the use of different symbols or colors depending
on what is being depicted
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