~ALL STARS *

PAST PERFECT IN USE!

a Look at the pictures and the headlines for three news
stories. What do you think the stories are about?

b Read the stories and check. Match them to the headlines.

LEFT BEHIND

ast Sunday at about 2.00 a.m., police
L'm Sydney, Australia. received several
phone calls about shouting and loud noises
that were coming from an apartment in 3
suburb of the city. The callers had heard
a womnan screaming, a man shouting
‘I'm going to kil you! You're dead!’, and
somebody throwing furniture.
A pn:nlu':c car went 10 the apartment
immediately. A man opened the door
“Where's your wife?” the officer asked
I don't have one. the man replied
“Where's your girifriend?’ .
'l don't have one. the man replied again.
The officer told the man that his
neighbours had heard shouting and
screamin
hcr‘Cg meson. what have you done to her?”
the officer asked.
‘[t was a spider, the man replied. ‘A
really big one.
“What about the woman who was
screaming?’
“Yas. sorry, that was me,’ the man said.
‘I really, really hate spiders, | was trying 10
kil it
The police looked around the :
apartment and confirmed that nobody was

hurt, Except the spider.

FALSE ALARM

Avmman in Worthing, Wesr Sussex,
got a big surprise vesterday when
she opened a large box of DVDs that
she had bought on eBay and a cat
suddenly jumped out. The cat, called
Cupeake, had got into the box eigh
days carlier, when her owner Julie
Baggort was packing the box to send to
her customer. Julie didn't notice that
Cupeake had climbed into the box and
fallen asleep.

Julie's customer called the RSPCA,
who collected the cat and ook it to
a vet. Dr Ben Colwell, who treated
Cupeake, said that she was very
frightened and very thirsty — the cat
had survived the 260-mile journey
with no food or water. Luckily
Cupecake had a microchip in her neck,
s0 the vet found Julie’s details and
phoned her,

Julie had been very sad about losing
her cat. She had put up posters and
looked for Cupcake for days. ‘I feel
terrible,’ said Julie. *1 put the DVIDs in
the box and I closed it straight away, so
I don't know how she got in there. Ti
was a miracle she was alive,”

Look at the pictures from two more newspaper stories.
What do you think the stories are about?

CHECK=IN

n Argentinian family was driving

home after a holiday in Brazil
when the husband, Waiter, made an
unfortunate mistake. He stopped at
a petrol station, filled up the car with
petrol, and went to the toilet. But when
he drove off, he didn't notice that his wife
Claudia wasn't in the car.

Claudia had been asleep In the back
seat. While her husband was in the
toilet. she woke up and went inta the
shop to buy some cookies, but when
she came back outside she found that
her husband had left without her. The
couple’s 14-year-old son didn't notice that
his mother wasn't there because he was
playing on his phone in the front seat.

Walter only realized his wife wasn’t in
the car after he'd driven 100 kilometres.
Meanwhile, Claudia tried to phone him,
but she couldn’t get a signal, so she asked
the petrol station manager for help. He
contacted the local police, who took her
to the police station.

Her husband eventually returned to
pick her up two hours later, When he
arrived, Claudia was so angry that all she
could do was scream and kick the car,

Look at a sentence from one of the ©
stories. Which action happened first? =
Number the sentences 1 and 2. i\
2 Walter only realized his wife wasn’t in the car
after he'd driven 100 kilometres.
Walter realized his wife wasn't in the car.
Walter drove 100 kilometres.
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PAST EVENTS CHAIN! SHORT FORMS!

Read the stories again. For each story,
put the events in the order that they

happened. While ‘d is the contraction
Story 1 of the auxiliary HAD in the
The paolice arrived at the apartment. past perfect,

I The neighbours heard someone screaming,

we can also find ‘d as the
The man killed the spider. contraction of WOULD.
Story 2 How can | know when

Julie F‘Ut up PCFSTLI-:J. each case happens?
Julie lost her cat.

The man explained what had happened.

The vet contacted Julie

The cat jumped out of the box
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Walter got back into the car and drove off.
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Walter realized what had |'Ia[:-pﬁh-:ec:|,
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Complete the sentences in your own words. Use the %
past perfect.
1 When | got to the airport | suddenly realized that... ...cccocviemiemeeniciininiiecnn..

lg ‘l.l'|||'|"|f_’|-’| we arnved b{.l;’l FI'.L::'|.1-' aur :'TLL]EJJJL.' we ftlu"'d AL . sssnansrsssrnssnsasnunsssnsnsssnnss
3 When the film started | immediately realized that... ......ciiiiisiiinamiirenisins
4 | couldn't answer any of the exam questions because L..c.ciiiiimiriiisininiiairainene

5 We spent 20 minutes in the car park looking for the car because we couldn’t remember.,,

PRONUNCIATION!

It was mentioned before that the verb HAD functions as an auxiliary for the
past perfect tense, thus it is not the main verb. When the verb HAVE / HAD
is functioning as the main verb it is pronounced with the frontal A sound /a=/
However, its function as modal verb makes of this verb a more soft sound
pronounced verb, and the sound we need for that is the schwa /a/
Read aloud the following sentences and try to notice the difference:

1.1 notice you a British accent when you spoke today.

2.1 = never been to Britain before.

3.Before leaving Argentina, | a beautiful house by the coast.
4.1 sold my house in Argentina before | moved to the UK.

With questions and uncommon word positions, we always use the /ae/ sound.
Had you read the book before watching the film?
He told me he had never lied to me, but he actually has!
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