Reading Worksheet
ML7 Money

Shop Local, Make a Difference!

When you choose to shop at a local store rather than a
big, global company, you're doing more than just buying
a product. Supporting local businesses has many
benefits that impact both you and the community.
Small businesses add character to neighborhoods and
offer (1)___ items that you won't find at large chain
stores. Here's a look at why shopping local is a great
(2)___ for everyone involved.

One big (3)___ of shopping local is keeping money in
the community. When you buy from a neighborhood
store, the money you spend stays closer to home,
helping to support local jobs, services, and even
schools. Small business owners often spend their
profits in the same area, whether it's paying for local
services or supporting nearby (4)____ and shops. This
helps the entire community grow and keeps it strong
and vibrant.

Shopping locally also helps reduce environmental
impact. Many large companies ship their products
across long (5)___, which uses a lot of fuel and
packaging materials. When you buy locally, products
haven't traveled as far, so there’s often less pollution
from transportation. Plus, small shops are more likely
to use eco-friendly practices, like offering reusable bags
or supporting sustainable brands. This means you're
helping the environment simply by (6)____ to shop close
to home.

Another reason to shop local is the chance to find
unique, (7)____ products. Local businesses often sell
items crafted by local artists or small-scale producers,
such as handmade jewelry, art, or foods. Unlike items
from big chains that are mass-produced, local goods
are often one-of-a-kind. Buying these items can make
your home feel special, and they're also perfect gifts
because they show thought and care. When you buy
handmade products, you also support the creativity and
talent within your community,

While large stores offer convenience and variety, they
can't always offer the same personal service. Local
businesses often provide friendly, (8)___ customer
service because they know their customers personally.
If you have a question or problem with a product, local
shop owners are often more willing to help and may
even know you by name. This creates a sense of trust
and connection that's hard to find in bigger stores.

Of course, big companies can offer low prices, which
can be a big draw for many people. However, the value
of shopping locally goes beyond just (9)___ . By
supporting a lacal shop, you're helping real people in
your community. You're making a choice to support
small business owners who work hard to bring quality
and variety to your area.

In the end, shopping local is a meaningful way to
support your community, discover unigue products,
and even help the (10)___. Next time you shop,
consider visiting a local store—you might just find
something special while making a positive impact.

Word Bank

restaurants, choosing, handmade, choice, advantage, unique, price, distances, environment, personalized
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