Read the text quickly. Then, with your partner, try to match the following
themes (1-8 ) with paragraphs (A-H).

1. Changes of the physical systems of the plane.

2. Habitat destruction from food production.

3. Work towards a solution.

4. Intrusion into nature led to pandemic.

5. Current situation of our planet.

6. Lurking dangers to both humans and the planet.
7. Ecological imbalance.

8. Scarcity of this vital source of life affects two-third of the
world population.

Planet Earth: Problems and Prospects
A- We face a daily reality such that no one can be in any doubt that the relationship between us and
the planet is dangerously unbalanced. Whoever we are and wherever we live, food, water, and shelter are
our human rights. And to those, I would add a stable climate and a healthy environment. We must do more to
tackle the crisis we face. Global biodiversity is being degraded at an alarmingly high rate as a result of the
changes in land use, misuse of natural resources, the rapid climate crisis, and pollution.
B- We're consuming as if we had 1.6 Earths available to us, and the effect of environmental change is
wreaking havoc on human social and economic wellbeing. Our planet is under attack and here are the scariest
issues that we are facing now. By 2050 there could be more plastic than fish in the sea. Plastics have been a
major pollutant in our oceans for a very long time. It has been estimated that at least 8 million metric tons
of plastic enter the oceans and 150 million metric tons flow into the marine ecosystems. This high amount of
plastic has an impact on the ocean’s ecosystems and it is a result of some factors such as mismanaged plastic
waste from rapidly growing economies. That is why it is important for everyone to support the clean seas
initiative and sustainability should be at the heart of the marine economy.
C- Population sizes of wildlife have decreased by 60% on average globally between 1970 and 2014
as found in the Living Planet Report 2018. Over one million cases of illegal wildlife trade have been reported
globally. The population of animals in the ecosystems has reduced by 40% from 1970 to 2000. Wildlife trade
is an issue that has emerged to become the second greatest threat to the survival of animals on earth. This has
led to the extinction of endangered species in the ecosystems.
D- A land size equal to a football pitch is lost in the Amazon forest every minute. 8.8 million hectares
of forest are destroyed every year, making way for activities like cattle pasture, palm oil plantations, soy
fields, or roads. Most of this is happening in tropical regions, where there is a particularly rich variety of life.
Threats include illegal and unsustainable logging, overharvesting of wood for fuel and charcoal, small-scale
farming, hunting, forest fires, and pests and diseases.
E- The global average sea level has risen by 16 to 21 centimetres since 1900 and at a rate of over
3 mm per year over the past two decades. The climate crisis that is affecting our planet has adverse effects
on human beings. From the past decades, our activities have resulted in high global temperatures ranging at
almost 1°C. Carbon emission in urban centres has also become very rampant which has caused the high levels
of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases that have resulted in air pollution. It is very unfortunate that the
levels of gas emissions in the atmosphere are still increasing. If we do not act right now then we are not sure
how far the levels will keep on rising and the major effects that will affect us in the future.
F- The food system has pushed human beings to degrade biodiversity due to the high population rate.
This has resulted in deforestation, topsoil erosion, and greenhouse emissions. A few states are also having
issues with their food security and people die daily because of hunger due to the adverse effects of climate
change.
G- Today, nearly two billion people live in areas at risk from severe water shortage, while 66% of the
world’s population faces water shortages for at least one month each year. Growing populations, increasing
consumption and climate change will only make the problem worse as thirsty crops suck up water, industrial
pollution, and sewage leaks into rivers, and natural habitats are built over.
H- We have a golden opportunity to create an unstoppable movement for nature, similar to when
we come together to tackle climate change. Time is of the essence and we need to act now and set the planet
on the right path, we need a New Deal for Nature and People. Science is indisputable and nature continues
to decline at dangerous rates. We are beginning to understand the consequences and must begin to take
unprecedented action. Encouraging commitments that are beginning to emerge at a governmental level and,
among progressive businesses. Across society, we are seeing an increasingly strident and very welcome youth
voice in the last few months. It is time to translate all this knowledge, awareness and sense of urgency into
action. We must stop taking nature for granted. We have done this for too long when instead we must behave
more like stewards and wise managers. We fully realize that we depend on nature much more than nature
depends on us.
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Do the following statements agree with the information
given in the reading passage?

YES if the statement agrees with the writer s claims.
NO if the statement contradicts the writer s claims.
NOT GIVEN if'it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this.

1- Environmentalists take a bearish read of the globe for a variety of reasons.

2- Knowledge on Earth's natural resources has only been collected since 1972.
3- The amount of starving people within the world has increased in recent years.
4- Extinct species are being replaced by new species.

5- Some pollution issues are properly connected to the industry.

6- It would be best to try to prevent the economic process.

Fill in the spaces with an appropriate word based on your
reading of the text:

The writer confesses that global warming is an challenge, but says that it will not have
a harmful effect on our future if we deal with it in the way. If we focus on trying to cut
back the amount of greenhouse gases, he believes that it would have only a low on rising
temperatures. He feels it would be more effective to money to the need
to provide the world s population with clean water. The earth’s resources are being at
a dismaying rate. Human activities, such as intensive agriculture and industry, are the two main causes of
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