1 Putthelettersin the correct order to make
types of music.
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0 lacslicas lassica
1 klof
2 pip-heh
3 zazj 1
4 arope 2
5 gerage 3
6 cork
T opp 4
Match the words to make music phrases, 5
1 debut a the charts 6
2 in b the worid
3 concert ¢ album
T

4 massive d fans
5 go e hit

‘ &
6 release f music 9
T tour g singer
& devoted h venue o
9 lead 1 solo 1
10 give j talent 12
11 musical k atrack
12 background | a performance

Make a list of what steps are necessary to form a
band. Then read the blog post on page 9 and check
your ideas,

Six sentences have been removed from the article.
Choose from sentences A-G the one which fits each
gap (1-6). There is one extra sentence which you do
not need to use.

That way you'll develop your own sound.
You can usually hire these by the hour.
Above all, enjoy yoursef,

Apart from that, motivation is the most
important thing.

The main thing to do, however, is to record
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a demo

But if you want to make it big, you need your
awn material

For me, that was the easy part

-
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Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

background charts debut fans gave hit

musical released singer solo toured venue
| like their album much better than their second one.
Thieir first single was a massive all over the world,
Thousands of devoted were waiting outside the

stadium

You've got a great voice. Do you want to be the lead

in my band?

| could never play an instrument because | have no

talent.

They're a successful band whe have had several singles in the
We a few tracks online last year, but not many people
downloaded them.

Ariana Grande the world last year.

She a great performance in London

A football stadium is a great choice of concert for
popular artists,

The band split up and the memt ent in 2017,

Yeu can still hear thelr songs everywhere, from TV ads to
music in lifts,

Read the blog post again. Are the sentences T (True),
F (False) or NM (Not Mentioned)? Correct the false
sentences, Underline the parts of the text which tell
you the answer.

0 Itisdifficult to find people to play in your band,

F. Alot of people want to be In a band

-

It's OK to be influenced by other bands’ styles.

The best songs are usually created by the
whole band

w

You may have to pay for a room to practise in,

The best way to make money is to play concerts.

w

It's good to use studio time to practise your songs.

o

Make friends with people doing the same sort of
thing as you.

START YOUR OWN BAND

A lot of readers have been asking me for advice about how to put a band together, so
| thought it was time to write a post about my experience. Every band has a different

story, but hopefull

First, you've got to choose your band members.

; | was at college with a great bunch of
musicians, so | didn't have to look far. You might not
be so lucky, but there are all sorts of other ways to find
members. In fact finding musicians isn't as hard as you
think, as a lot of people want to be in a band. You can
place ads in local colleges, music shops, or even the
local press if you're willing to pay. Or just ask around -
friends, friends of friends, Do make it clear which

musicians you're looking for though, so that you don't
waste people’s time. Drummers are always the hardest
to find!

It's important that you play the music that feels right to
you, Don't just go for what's popular at the time - you
need to play what you love. Your favourite bands and
their styles will obviously be an influence on you, and
that's fine, However, you need to do something a bit
different. Don't just copy them! Mix and match until you
find a sound you all like.

You don't have to write your own songs. Some bands
just play other people’s songs all the time, and are
quite happy with that. ® Not everyone has the
musical talent for this, but if one or more of you in the
group do, you're in luck. Maybe one of you has a tune
they created. Any of you can suggest ideas, and you
can all use this as a base to build on. Keep it simple at
first, and you'll get there eventually.

some of the stuff below will be useful to you.

Finding & geod place to practise is essential. There has to
be enocugh space for the band and all the gear, plus it has to
be somewhere where the noise won't bother other people
too much, A garage can be good, as long as there isn't a
car in it. Some towns and villages have community rooms
that you can use. * Take your time to have a look
around. You'll find somewhere eventually.

When you're good enough, you'll want to promote your
band and start looking for gigs. Setting up a website is easy
nowadays, and you can do it for free, ® This will
cost you, as you will need to book time in a studio. Get your
songs as near perfect as possible beforehand, because
studio time is expensive. Three or four should be fine - then
uplcad them to your website so people can hear what
you've got.

When you get your first gig, ry to produce some
promotional stuff - T-shirts, badges, that kind of thing. They
get your name ‘out there’, and most bands make mora
maney doing that than from playing live at the beginning.
Work hard, practise and keep writing new songs. Play at
local venues and get to know other bands in your area - all
contacts are good contacts. * Whather or nol you
ever make the big time, being in a band Is an experience
worth having that you'll remember all your life,




