ANCIENT GREECE G
“The Minoans and Mycenaeans” -
Section 1: Complete the Sentence

Fill in the blanks to complete the sentences based on the provided text.

a) The Minoan civilization thrived from approximately to BCE.

b) Sir Arthur Evans discovered the Palace complex at .

c) The Minoans were known for their advanced system and vibrant

d) The Mycenaeans rose to prominence on the Greek mainland around BCE.

e) The Linear B script was deciphered in the

Section 2: Matching the Words

Match the terms on the left with the correct descriptions on the right.

Minoans
e A society known for their palatial
Sir Arthur Evans complexes and vibrant art
¢ Archaeologist who discovered
the Palace at Knossos
Linear A
e An undeciphered script used by
the Minoans
Mycenaeans e A warrior society known for their

fortified citadels

A significant archaeological find
revealing Mycenaean culture

Mask of Agamemnon
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Section 3: Reading and Comprehension Exercise
Read the following extract from the text and answer the multiple-choice questions.

Extract:

"The discovery of Knossos revealed a civilization of astonishing complexity and refinement.
The palace itself, a labyrinthine structure believed to be the inspiration behind the myth of the
Minotaur, was an architectural marvel featuring an advanced drainage system, vibrant
frescoes, and elaborate ceremonial spaces. These frescoes offer a window into Minoan
society, showcasing their reverence for nature, sporting events, and religious ceremonies, as
well as their interactions with animals both real and mythical.

The Minoans' mastery of the seas established Crete as a lynchpin in ancient trade networks,
connecting the Aegean with the broader Mediterranean world. Their fleets, laden with Cretan
saffron, silver, and exquisitely crafted pottery, voyaged to distant shores, weaving Minoan
influences into the fabric of Bronze Age commerce and culture. Yet, for all their achievements,
the Minoans left a tantalizing void in our understanding of their history. The Linear A script,
their system of writing, has defied decipherment, leaving a veil over the inner workings of their
society, their beliefs, and their day-to-day lives. This script, consisting of symbols and
pictograms, remains one of the foremost unsolved puzzles in archaeology, a silent testament
to a civilization whose voice has been lost to time.

As the Minoan influence waned, the Mycenaeans rose to prominence on the Greek mainland
around 1600 BCE. Known for their fortified citadels such as Mycenae and Tiryns, the
Mycenaeans were a warrior society that expanded their power throughout the Aegean. The
discovery of the Mask of Agamemnon and opulent shaft graves filled with gold, weapons, and
masks revealed a culture that celebrated its military leaders and their exploits. The
Mycenaeans adopted and adapted the Minoan writing system, creating Linear B, the earliest
known form of Greek. This script, deciphered in the 1950s, has offered scholars invaluable
insights into the administrative, economic, and religious aspects of Mycenaean society. Unlike
the Minoans, the Mycenaeans left a lasting imprint on Greek culture, influencing the epic tales
that would become central to Greek mythology.

Both civilizations were remarkable architects and artists. The Minoans are celebrated for their
palatial complexes and vibrant naturalistic art, while the Mycenaeans are known for their
monumental architecture and military fortifications. Their religious practices and deities,
though not fully understood, are thought to have influenced the Olympian gods of later Greek
mythology. Economically, both societies were advanced, with the Minoans establishing
extensive trade networks and the Mycenaeans continuing this legacy while also excelling in
craftsmanship, particularly in pottery and metalwork. These civilizations not only traded goods
but also ideas, laying the foundations for the rich cultural tapestry of ancient Greece.

The collapse of these civilizations around 1100 BCE remains a topic of debate among
historians. Theories range from natural disasters such as earthquakes and volcanic eruptions
to invasions by the Sea Peoples. This period of decline marked the end of the Bronze Age in
Greece and ushered in the so-called Greek Dark Ages, a time of reduced cultural and
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economic activity. The Minoans and Mycenaeans were pioneers of Greek civilization, their
innovations in architecture, art, and governance profoundly shaping the cultural landscape of
ancient Greece. Although their civilizations eventually faded into history, their legacies endure,
captivating the imagination of scholars and laypeople alike. The mysteries of their scripts, the
grandeur of their palaces, and the valor of their warriors continue to inspire and intrigue us."

1. What did the discovery of Knossos reveal about the Minoan civilization?

a) It was primarily a warrior society.

b) It had a simple and rustic culture.

c¢) It was highly complex and refined.

d) It had no significant architectural achievements.

2. What was the Palace at Knossos believed to have inspired?

a) The myth of Zeus

b) The myth of the Minotaur
¢) The myth of Hades

d) The myth of Medusa

3. Which feature was NOT mentioned as part of the Palace at Knossos?

a) An advanced drainage system
b) Vibrant frescoes

c) Defensive walls

d) Elaborate ceremonial spaces

4. What do the frescoes of Knossos showcase about Minoan society?

a) Their military conguests

b) Their agricultural practices

c) Their reverence for nature, sporting events, and religious ceremonies
d) Their trade networks

5. The Minoans' interactions with what types of animals were depicted in the frescoes?
a) Domestic pets only

b) Only mythical creatures

c) Both real and mythical animals

d) Only wild animals
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