Nonfiction: American History

Date

THE NEW ENGLAND COLONIES

The people of the New England colonies were Puritans. Like the Pilgrims, the Puritans in England
were unhappy with the Church of England. They felt that they weren't able to practice their religion
freely and live the life they desired. They wanted to travel to America to live this life. The Puritans
formed their own stock company. More than a thousand men, women, and children left England to
begin their new life in America.

The Puritans built their settlement in Boston, Massachusetts. Unlike many of the other newcomers,
the Puritans were very successful, They didn’t come with a plan to get rich from the gold they might
find. They came prepared to plant crops and build homes. They arrived in America at a good time in
the year so that their crops could grow strong. They had plenty of food to last throughout the winter.
There were not very many Puritans who died as a result of the winter.

People back in England learned how successful the Puritans were, so more and more people came to
set up colonies. For many of these people, life was a struggle in England. They wanted to come to

America for a better life. The Puritans set up laws for the colony. They were very religious people.
Not all of the newcomers agreed with the Puritan way of life. Some of these people were forced to

leave, and they set up new settlements. More and more people continued to travel to America. The

colonies continued to grow.

T T S S S S S T
STORY QUESTIONS

1. What was the purpose of the Puritans settling the New England colonies?
a. to stabilize the immigrants traveling to the United States
b. to obey the law established by the King of England
c. to practice their religion freely
d. to aid other Puritans

2. Tdentify a supporting detail that explains the statement, “They were very religious people.”
a. The Puritans worshipped in the Church of England.
b. The colonies continued to grow.
c. More and more people continued to travel to America.
d. Not everyone was pleased with the Puritan’s way of life.

3. After reading the passage, which question could you answer about the Puritans?
a. Who were the Puritans, and what are they known for?
b. How many different types of Puritan congregations are there?
c. What are the beliefs of a Puritan?
d. What is the Puritan religion like today?
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