Nonfiction: Current Events

Date

WHAT THE PRESIDENT CAN'T DO

The president is a leader. In the United States, the president is elected. He or she is elected
every four years. How is the president elected? People vote for a president every four years.
The president leads the country. But there is one thing he or she can't do. What can'’t the
president do?

The president can’t make a new law. A law is a rule. The rules are to keep us safe. Some
laws tell us what we can do. Other laws tell us what we can't do. We have laws about cars,
seatbelts, schools, food, helmets, and more.

A law starts with an idea. The idea may be new. The idea may be to change an old law. Only
people in Congress can make a new law. Congress has two parts. One part is the Senate.
The other part is the House of Representatives. People in the Senate are called senators.
People in the House are called representatives. Senators and Representatives are elected.
People vote for them.

First, someone in Congress writes a bill. Second, Congress votes on the bill. The House
votes on the bill. The Senate votes on the bill. The bill must pass the Senate and the House.
If it passes, the bill is sent to the president. The president can sign the bill. If the president
signs the bill, the bill becomes a law.

The president may veto the bill. If a bill is vetoed, it is not signed. It does not become law
unless something happens. Congress must override the veto. To override the veto, Congress
must vote again. Two-thirds of both the House and Senate must vote to pass the bill again. If
two-thirds vote for the new rule, the bill becomes a law.

R e e M W N
STORY QUESTIONS

1. What can’t the president do?

a. be a leader c. make a new law
b. veto a bill d. get elected every four years
2. This story is mainly about . . .
a. how a law is made. c. the House of Representatives.
b. the Senate. d. how Congress can override a veto.

3. The Senate is part of . . .
a. a bill.
b. the House of Representatives.
c. the president.

d. Congress.
4. People do not elect . . .
a. presidents. c. bills.
b. senators. d. representatives.
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