Nonfiction: Science

Date

BRAIN POWER

In 2001, Matt Nagle was a 25-year-old football star. Then one night he had a bad accident
that resulted in his spinal cord being cut.

Matt was paralyzed from the neck down. He could not do anything alone. Matt couldn’t even
breathe by himself. Doctors kept working to make better equipment for people like Matt to
stay alive. Science labs kept doing research to try and find answers. They were trying to
make machines to help paralyzed patients. A company who does research on brains was
searching for ways to use brain waves. They chose Matt as the first person to try a new
technology. They wanted to do an experiment that used machines to carry out instructions
from inside the brain.

In June 2004, the doctors implanted a chip into Matt’s brain. This chip could run machines
with his thoughts. Matt could send simple messages to a computer with this chip. He could
change channels on the TV. Matt could play computer games and turn lights on and off. All
of these things he could do just by thinking about them.

Matt worked for months to get the messages to move from his brain to the computer. It was
very hard. The technology was difficult. The doctors were worried that the chip might injure
Matt's body. They also worried that it might hurt his brain and his thinking. Matt wanted to
fight to get better. Matt kept fighting in hopes of trying to help make things better for other
people like himself.

S W P WS T T S L e W
STORY QUESTIONS

1. “Implanted a chip into Matt's brain” means . . .
a. planted a flower in his brain.
b. placed a computer chip into his brain.
c. added cookies to his brain.
d. placed tortilla chips in his brain.

2, What did the doctors worry would happen when they put the chip into Matt's brain?
a. There would be damage to his mind and to his body.
b. He would get cancer.
c. He would start singing and dancing.
d. He would start swimming and golfing.

3. What can Matt use his mind to do?
a. type letters, dial the phone, and play cards
b. run, jump, and dance
c. turn lights on and off, switch TV channels, and play computer games
d. play football

4. From reading this passage, we can guess that Matt was a person who . . .

a. didn't like to do hard things. C. never gave up.
b. was a show off. d. yelled a lot.
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