Nonfiction: American History

Date

DIARIES

Did you know that diaries are historical documents? Diaries from the past tell stories of days
gone by. The people who wrote them took the time to write things as they saw them. They
give details about events and people they knew. Each writer comes alive in the words they
wrote on the paper. Diaries help us to learn about how people lived and what was important
to them.

Diaries of the pioneers on the Oregon Trail help us to understand the hard times those people
faced. They tell how they came looking for land to build homes. Diaries tell stories about
traveling in covered wagons. They describe how children walked alongside the wagons and
often wore no shoes on the path. They tell of snakes and wild animals and crossing wild river
waters. Diaries describe attacks, how many travelers got sick, and how it felt to reach their
goals.

Many diaries of the Oregon Trail have been made into books. These diaries, or records, help
us understand how people lived on the Oregon Trail. They help us understand what went right
and what went wrong. These diaries help us learn from their mistakes. They show us how to
enjoy the simple things in life.

N B o e S L W W .
STORY QUESTIONS

1. What are some of the hardships listed above that pioneers had to face?
a. sickness, snow, and no electricity
b. ants, wasps, and other poisonous bugs
c. sickness, snakes, and attacks
d. no water

2. Which of the following diary entries was most likely written by a pioneer?
a. One of the wheels broke on the wagon today.
b. Lots of traffic on the freeway today.
c. Finished making our cement house today.
d. Bought the kids their first computer today.

3. In this passage, the author states that diaries from the past are helpful us because . . .
a. they are pretty to look at.
b. they tell us how the writer felt and what he or she saw and heard.
c. they show us handwriting from the past.
d. none of the above.

4. If there were no diaries of the past, we would . . .
a. have too much information.
b. not have any information about Mount Everest.
¢. not know much of what happened in past time periods.
d. not understand how to play board games.
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