Nonfiction: Biography

Date

LOUIS PASTEUR

Louis Pasteur lived long ago. But the things he did help keep you healthy today. He was not
a medical doctor. Yet he found new ways to help keep people from getting ill. Pasteur studied
germs. He figured out that germs could live almost anywhere. He believed that these germs
caused sickness.

Pasteur proved that sicknesses happen when germs get inside a body and multiply. He also
found that if a few weak germs were put into an animal, the animal’s body would develop its

own defense against the germ. He proved this by giving sheep and chickens shots of weak

germs. And it worked! Those animals no longer caught the bad sicknesses.

In 1881 he started work on a shot to stop rabies. Four years later, a rabid dog bit a boy. The
parents asked Pasteur to save their son. Pasteur did not want to use his shot on a person.
He was not sure what would happen. But he knew that the boy was sure to die without it.
The shot was his only chance. So Pasteur gave him the first human vaccine. The little boy
lived.

Pasteur wanted to come up with a way to keep germs from getting into people’s bodies. He
found a way to make milk free of germs. He learned that germs could not stand heat. When
he heated milk to 140°F and then quickly cooled it and sealed it in clean jars, the germs died.
His method is called pasteurization. It has been used on milk ever since. Today it is used to
prevent germ growth in other products, too.
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STORY QUESTIONS
1. Which of these does NOT describe Louis Pasteur?
a. very smart c. helpful
b. great doctor d. willing to take risks

2. What happened last?
a. A rabid dog bit a boy.
b. Pasteur developed a rabies shot.
c. Pasteur gave a boy a vaccine.
d. The parents begged Pasteur to help.

3. How does a vaccine work?
a. It kills germs as they enter the body.
b. It doesn't let germs get into the body.
c. It makes the body produce more red blood cells.
d. It helps the body make a defense against germs.

4. Why does a pasteurized liquid need to be sealed in a clean jar?
a. to be sure that no germs are already in the jar or can get into the jar
b. to be sure that the germs cannot get the air they need to breathe
c. to keep the liquid at the right temperature
d. to make the liquid taste better
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