96 | Asking for permission

Asking for permission

Giving (v) and refusing (X)
permission

Notes

Is it OK if | leave now? v Yes, that’s fine./ / Yes, of course.

Is it a problem if | leave now? v No, go ahead.

Is it all right if | eave early? v Yes, of course. Notice that after would, the if-clause

Would it be all right if | [eft early?* | X I'm afraid not. | need you here. ** |is in the past tense.

Can/Could | possibly leave my v Yes, feel free./ / Yes, of course. | Could and might are more polite/

coat here? X I'm afraid not. | have to lock the | formal than can.

May | leave my coat here? door. ** Feel free is an informal response.

Do you mind if I sit here? ' No, go ahead. Do/Would you mind if ...? means

Would you mind if | sat here?* / No, that's fine. ‘do you have a problem if ,...?" Notice
that after would, the if-clause is in the

ast tense.

I wonder if | could use your mobile. | / Help yourself. | wonder is a very polite request for

| was wondering if | could use X I'm sorry, but I'm expecting permission, or for asking sb to do sth:

your mobile.* a call. ** | wonder if you could help me.

The expressions for permission at the top of the table are less formal than the ones at the bottom.
* These requests for permission are a little more formal than the other request in the pair.
** With a negative response, we usually give a reason.

o Rewrite the requests for permission in the correct order.

» a/the/open/window/may/ |/ bit?

car/the /| /here/is/if /OQK /it / park ?

took / if / all / be / would / it / car /right /1 / the ?
wait / if / do/ mind / you /1 / here ?

|/ ask / wonder / something / | / if / could / you
later / call / possibly / you / could / | / tonight ?
your /it / borrow / pencil / all /is /1 / right / if ?

- LT U PR S

Complete the dialogues.

May |openthe windowabit?

course,

Iwonder if | could  useyourtablet foraminute. ~Yes, of
you mind |ﬂb0rrowed1h|s?-No . . fine.
B _.ifl charge my phone here? ~ No, help
Would it be aII __________________ if | gave my homework in !ate? ~ rrn
Doyou.. .ocoo o HlumtheTVon?=No, . ... ...freeel

IWas :flcould borrow the car tomgm -im e not-Ineedit
Could! . ... speaktoMrsLevington? ~ Yes, of _.She’s free now.

"5 If - [
, but | need it today.
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o Write requests for permission and responses using the words given.
P> You want to leave class early today. Use MIND in the question and FINE in the response.
(MIND) o you mind if | leave c\ass earlytoday ........7 ~(FINE) Yes thatsfme . . .. . . .
1 You want to borrow a friend’s shopping bag.

(ALL RIGHT) _ - D A FREE) ot
2 You want to switch the ||ghl on.

(OK) R L REEARR
3 You want to take a day off work on Friday.

(WONDER) S . ~(AFRAID)
4 Youwantto Icook at someone’s newspaper

(WOULD) oo ! —(YOURSELF) __ . o .
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