Nonfiction: Biographies
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Butch Cassidy

Robert Leroy Parker is probably not a name most
people know, However, Parker's pseudonym, Butch
Cassidy, is synonymous as one of the most notorious
bank robbers in America’s history. Born in 1866,
Parker would later team up with Harry Longabaugh,
the Sundance Kid, and proceed to rob banks and trains
with a group of outlaws known throughout the West as
the Wild Bunch.

Butch Cassidy was the oldest of thirteen children. He
was raised in Utah, and his family struggled financially.
He left home as a teenager, hoping to find a way out of
the poverty he had known as a child. He eventually
found work on a ranch. He then met Mike Cassidy, a
horse and cattle thief. For whatever reason, Robert
Leroy Parker admired the older Cassidy and changed
his name to Butch Cassidy.

Cassidy’s first major robbery occurred in 1889, when he
and his gang stole over twenty thousand dollars from a

bank in Colorado. Eventually he was caught and spent
two years in jail. Sadly, after his release, he was not
reformed, and he continued his life as a criminal. With
his gang known as the Wild Bunch, he would embark
on a successful string of train and bank robberies.

The Union Pacific Railroad, a frequent target of the
gang, was desperate to have the band of outlaws
stopped. They hired the Pinkerton Detective Agency to
track down and stop Butch Cassidy and his group of
thieves. They eventually drove the robbers out of the
United States and into South America. What happened
to Butch Cassidy from there, no one actually knows.
Some argue he changed his name yet again and went on
to live a long life in South America. Others claim he
died in a shootout, and still others say he came back to
the United States to live. Although no one knows for
sure what became of Butch Cassidy, he is remembered
as one of the legendary outlaws of the West.
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1. Which is a synonym for the word pseudonym as it is used in the first paragraph?

a. first name
b. false name

c. legal name
d. last name

2. From the information in the text, which statement best explains why Parker changed his name?

a. He did not like his own name.

b. He did not like his old name because he had been named after his father.
¢. Since he had run away, he did not want his parents to be able to find him.
d. He wanted to start a new life with the name of someone he admired.

3. If you had to write a report about the life of Butch Cassidy, which source would be a primary source?
a. an entry on a website about the Wild West and the outlaws who lived during the late 1800s

b. a biography about Butch Cassidy

¢. letters written by Butch Cassidy while he was in jail
d. a newspaper article about the Union Pacific Railroad Company

4, Summarize the text in two complete sentences.

5. According to the text, which of the following might have happened to Butch Cassidy?

. He died trying to cross the border into South America.
. He was buried in an unmarked grave in South America,

a
b
¢. He married and moved to Australia.
d

. He changed his name and lived out the rest of his life in South America.
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