PRE-LISTENING

Co mdt s6 tir mdi xudt hién trong file nghe dudi ddy. Hay dodn nghia tir mdi bang
cdch néi nghia vdi tor vung thich hop

Sort elements

» made by people, often as a copy of something natural * to avery high degree that does not seem reasonable
 something that is different from something else, especially » to rub something using a piece of cloth
from what is usual, and offering the possibility of choice or brush to clean it and make it shine
+ the an occasion when equipment, furniture, or a computer ¢ the act of thinking about something carefully
program is put into position or made ready to use « easy to do or to understand; not complicated
* the quality of consisting of parts or people that are « the formal study of art, especially in relation to
similar to each other or are of the same type the idea of beauty
» that can be understood in more than = to change from the original colour * a substance used to prevent
one way; having different meanings and therefore to look unpleasant food or wood from decaying

exorbitantly (adv):

preservatives (noun):

alternative (noun):

aesthetics (noun):

discolour (verb):

straightforward (adj):

polish (verb):

artificial (adj):

ambiguous (adj):

installation (noun):

homogeneity (noun):

consideration (noun):
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DURING LISTENING
Nghe file nghe dudi ddy va tra 107 cdu hoi

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS for each answer.

How to Choose Flooring Materials

Source

There are some man-made materials like 31 ..........cc......
Before being used, material undergoes 32 .......cccoccvvvvenne
Wood should be cut and 33 ......ccccceveveee,

Stone should be cutand 34 .........cccccvvenne.

Selection

Aside from environmental factors, one should take 35 ............ccccceueeee iNtO
account during construction.

Some properties of materials affect mood, such as 36 ........cccoccviicncrnaney,
texture, and colour.

Use a mathematical formula to choose the type of wood, because

. 7 are subjective, which are ambiguous in verbal description.
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VOCABULARY PRACTICE

Nghe lai Ian hai va hoan thanh cdc vi tri tréng dudi ddy

We've been talking about choosing building 1 ... in the last week. Now, a
great many 2 ....cccceveevnveennn. influence the choice of building materials. You can't make a
OISR OF S owmssormeona , right? And “people who live in glass 4 .........cccceveee "and all that...

Anyhow, today I'd like to say a few words about 5 .......c.c.ccceee. :

Some b aimnnannasaa materials can be used, like plastic for instance, which offer
MIXEd 7 cooveiriveeaeiereraeennns when used as a flooring 8 .........coeueuee. . On the one hand, plastic
is cheaper than nearly any other 9 .......c..ccovvennne , short of bare ground. Plastic also does
not warp like 10 ................... On the other hand, the best that can be said about plastic is
that it “looks like” wood or 11 .......ccceevunee . However, it cannot replace the real materials.
As | Rave 12 s , I'm fixing up a new house. The decorator my wife 13 .......cccciineen,
told me, “Plastic does a great job of looking 14 .......cccccveueeeee. like plastic.” Besides, it
15..cccvvirerenennn. €aSily, fades or 16 ...........cueu....enr, @and starts cracking within a year or two.
So, if you're fitting out a sleazy hotel or plan to live ina 17 ........cccceueveeenee. park, go with the
plastic. Really, though, for all intents and 18 ..........ccccviicniicne , this leaves us with wood or
stone as choices for flooring.

Stone and wood are alike in at least one respect: both go through processing before they
can be put to use. Since few of us cut our own lumber or quarry our own stone, this is not

perhaps a pressing 19 ... ceeieaens . Still, do-it-yourselfers would do well to remember
to buy only properly 20 ...............cue...... WOOd, Unseasoned wood warps and a warped floor
guickly becomes 2] wusnsunsiing (and its owner quickly becomes poorer). Likewise,
except for dull-hued materials like slate or sandstone, most stone floors are 22................
before 23 ............cceeueuneee. . The choice goes well beyond just wood or stone - each type
requires many further 24 ............................. . A few special remarks are called for when
considering wood, for example. As always, 25 ............cc.ceoee..., personal taste, and layout
all play roles as well as the type of house or room. Oh, and certainly don't forget the cost.
When it comes to cost, a rule of 26 ....vvvveveenns is that the softer and less 27 vvvvveviinns the
wood, the lower the cost. In the US, for instance, pine is both 28 ..........ccccoeeeieeas and cheap.
Mahogany is imported and 29 ........c.cccoivvinnnne expensive. If you're on any kind of budget
when 30 s , it's really helpful to remember to go for the softer woods.

Aside from cost, there are still lots of different factors that are important in choosing the
best flooring for the job. Continuing with the example of wood, one must consider

the 31 ...........cvev...... OF @ach type of wood on the mood of the room. When selecting the
best wood to use, particular 32 ....................... needs to be paid to its grain 33 ........cccevenne. ,
texture, and colour. In rooms where 34 ...........cceevennee or deep thought is the aim - say

bedrooms or the study - dark, strong grained woods are the rule.
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Here the grain ought to match the 35 ........................ for a feeling of 36 ........ccccceviviccnnee .In
rooms where activity and motion are typical - the dining room or living room - lighter,
finer-grained lumber is more 37 .....ccocvvevrienenenee

In such a setting, the wood grain might be useful in offering a contrast to the furniture.
This leads to a feel of subconscious 38 ............c.cec....er, IN keeping with the room’s function.

In either case, though, consult a decorator. It is a decorator’s job to know what materials
to use to fit the function of the room. Though some things about putting together a room
are subjective and based on one's individual taste, materials 39 ..........cccoevee. to a room's
function are much more 40 ...........cccossvinnnnn. A decorator takes the needs of the
customer and uses a mathematical formula, rather than 41 ................ccce.c.e.... WOrds. Since
feelings vary from person to person, verbal 42 ........ccccovvniiennne. of wood types tend to

be 43 ... YOU want the wood you select, not something 44 ..........cvinininid
And if you do decide to do it yourself, remember that all wood must be treated

WIth 45 ..o to enhance its appearance and 46 ..........cccoeueue. its natural beauty.
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