Nonfiction: Biography

Date

CLARA BARTON

There are many famous faces of the Civil War, but one that stands out as a source of comfort and
strength is Clara Barton. The Civil War was a horrible war. There were so many killed or wounded on
both sides. To be wounded during the Civil War would often mean death. There were not very many
hospitals, doctors, and no trained nurses that could help care for the wounded soldiers. There was also
a lack of medical supplies, medicines, and sanitary conditions.

Clara Barton was 40 years old when the Civil War started. She was working in Washington, D.C. She
began hearing of all the wounded soldiers and quit her job working in the Patent Office. She traveled to
the battlefields to care for the wounded soldiers. She was a hard worker with skill and dedication. She
was appointed to be the superintendent of nurses for one of the Union armies. Afier the Civil War had
ended, her work was not finished. She began searching for soldiers that were missing.

Clara’s life became a mission to help others. She established the American branch of the Red Cross in
1881. She was the first president and held this position for 22 years. Clara saw to it that the Red Cross
was available to help in other wars as well as in disasters throughout the world. Clara’s legacy at the
Red Cross is still felt. She made a major impact, and her example is one to be followed today.

R N T i W N, N g S
STORY QUESTIONS

1. Another good title for this reading passage could be . . .
a. “The Red Cross.”
b. “Honoring a Nurse.”
c. “Clara Barton: The Amazing Nurse.”
d. “Clara Barton and Her Patients.”

2. Which of the following is a similarity between Florence Nightingale and Clara Barton?
a. They both graduated from nursing school together.
b. They both worked hard to make a difference in caring for others.
¢. They both were reprimanded by male doctors.
d. They both helped during the Civil War.

3. In the last paragraph, what does the word impact mean?
a. targeted
b. hit
c. insight
d. influence
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