Grammar | Horrible history 7

Ability: can, could, be able to

GRAMMARZONE

can, able to

® we use can or am/are/is able to + verb for an
ability to do something now
Martha can speak Russian and German.
She is also able to speak French.

@ we also use this for a certain future ability
Tom can come camping with us next week.

could

® we use could or was/were able to + verb for
an ability to do something in the past
Jack couldn’t understand why he had failed the
exam.

will be able to

® we use will be able to + verb for a possible
ability in the future
| hape | will be able to finish in time.

to be able to

@ we use fo be able to for the infinitive form.
We often use this after verbs like want, hope,
would like, etc.

It’s important to be able to forgive.

Grammar File, page 170

Selena hoped to be able to see you before you left.

‘When | was young | could do a back fiip too!”
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ﬂ Choose the best form of!

the sentences.
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it means the same as

Mrs Davis can/be able:
been repaired.
Barbara hopes being/
German while she's &
When the children we
couldnt/can’t use the:
Will/Are you be ableta
for me?

I looked eve re
find that book that | be
John's mother couldn s
skiing trip. b
Helen knows how to kit g
couldn‘t/can‘t crochet.
After trying three times, 3
be able to reach the sumes

It wasn't possible for gé
Roman times. B
Girls et el .. o 1o school i an
times. Yy
Tina will be allowed to take her Eng
early. ¥ g
[P
early. o |
Jack leamed how to tie his shee faces when he was
only three.

When he was only three, Jack_________ . tie his

shoelaces.

.
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The library always opens at nine o'clock in the
morning.

You............use the library until nine o'clock
in the morning.

Sam is asking if he can have Friday off school this

week.

Sam asks: ".........c......... | be able to have Friday off
school this week?'

Oliver wants to play football much better.
Oliverwants to ... able to play football
much better.

It was just not possible for lan to win the trophy this

year.
lan just......................... able to win the trophy this
year.

Now we use carbon dating in archaeology we can tell
how old things are.

We..........nowable to tell how old things
are, using carbon dating in archaeology.
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