Reading Task 2

You are going to read a newspaper article about a politician who made a film about climate change.
Seven sentences have been removed from the article. Choose from the sentences A-H the one
which fits each gap (1-7). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

The Accidental Movie Star

Former Vice President of the U.S.A. Al Gore has made a film he hopes will help to change the way
we view climate change. Al Gore has been concerned with climate change, or 'climate crisis' as he
calls it, for the majority of his political career. As the years passed and he became more passionate
about this issue, he started travelling the world in order to educate people about the effects of global
warming using computer slideshows. Free of charge, he explained to his audiences that the world
is facing a 'planetary emergency' and that it isn't too late to stop it if appropriate action is taken now.

It was during this time of touring and giving lectures that Gore was spotted by Hollywood producer
Laurie David, who asked him to turn his slideshow into a documentary which he would play the
starring role. {1 } Eventually, though, David managed to persuade him. The result was a
fascinating documentary combining references to Gore's own life story with horrifying predictions
about the future of our planet.

Little did Gore know that just one year later he would be walking along the red carpet at the Cannes
Film Festival and later collecting an Oscar for '‘Best Documentary'. {2 } Advertised as 'the
scariest movie you'll ever see,' it concentrates on the potentially terrifying consequences of climate
change.

'An Inconvenient Truth' certainly gives us much to consider. For example, is there a link between

the frequency of strong hurricanes and global warming? Why was 2005 the hottest year ever
recorded? Could whole cities such as San Francisco one day be submerged in water due to rising
sea levels? {3 } As the title of the film suggests, however, it may be inconvenient for us to
have to think about the future of the planet, but think we must.

Published at the same time as the release of the film, Gore's book of the same fitle contains
additional information and scientific analysis to further support his claims. {4 } Gore is
delighted that some schools are even using the DVD to help them teach awareness of environmental
issues to their students.

As pessimistic as the film may seem, it ends on a positive note. {5 } If Gore was going to
present a problem, he wanted to offer a potential solution, too. His main hope is that people accept
the reality of the crisis and then turn that knowledge into action.

Gore leads by example. {6 } He realises, however, that most people need a little more
help when it comes to changing their habits. For this reason, he has also been working hard to
encourage large shops to sell more environmentally friendly products.

So can this one man's efforts really make a difference? {7 } It may not seem as if the

decisions of individuals can achieve very much, but put them all together and they may add up to
something that will, literally, change the world.
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