Read the text and do the tasks below.

Is modern education rubbish? Are today’s teenagers
poor leamers who can't think for themselves? Not
according to a report from researchers in Scotland. The
good news is that young people are more intelligent than
their great-grandparents were!
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Intelligence Quotient (IQ) tests are a way of measuring
general intelligence. An average score in a given
population is 100 points. Scientist Steven Pinker has
taken a look at 1Q test results over many years and made
notes about what he found. Every few years, people did
better in the tests, so the test writers made changes and
the tests became harder.
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If some average modern teenagers went back in time,
their 1Q score would be higher than the people around
them. If your 1Q is 100 now, and you travelled back to

1950, you would probably have an 1Q of 118. If you went
back to 1910, you would have an 1Q of 130. That's better
than 98 percent of other people in 1910! To look at it
another way, an average person from 1910 who visited
us today would have an IQ measurement of only 70.
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Now, why are people getting cleverer? In order to
find the reasons, we have to ask 'How have people
changed?’ We have made improvements in diets and
health, and because they influence the brain, this is the
main reason. Answers to vocabulary, maths or general
knowledge questions haven't changed so much, but we
have become better at problem solving. We have made
progress with puzzle questions, such as ‘GLOVE is to
HAND as SHOE is to what?’ This is also because we live
in a fast-paced digital world where we have to think and
react quickly, and we can't be afraid of making mistakes.

Mark the sentences T (true) or F (false):

1 || Researchers believe that humans are
cleverer now than in the past.

2 | | Steven Pinker based his report on IQ tests
which he took himself.

3 || Test writers had to make the tests more
challenging.

4 |_| Some teenagers travelled a long way for an
experiment.

5 |_| Achange in lifestyle is responsible for the

better test scores.

6 | | Bigimprovements were made in answers to

all types of questions.

Complete with make or take; sometimes more than one answer is

possible
1 make changes
2 a test/exam
3 sense
4 notes

progress

a look

an improvement
a mistake
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