If a new piece of technology appears, it always seems
strange at first. The science fiction writer Arthur C.
Clarke said that advanced technology is just like magic
to people who haven't seen it before. However, we
soon get used to it We shop at supermarkets every
day and hardly notice what happens at the checkout
as a |aser scans our products, In the 60s, though,
when the barcodes that make it possible were
introduced, people thought it was an amazing idea.

The same is true of many things being developed
today. If you knew what technology companies are
wiorking on, you would be surprised. One area where
progress is being made very quickly today is wearable
computers. 1 And a number of scientists and
inventors are trying to find new ways to build them
into clothes, watches and headsets. If they succeed, it
will mean a new era in computing.

One exciting idea is the EyeTap. This is a kind of
computerised camera which is worn over one eye.
2 It's far more, though, than just a digital
camera connected to your head. The computer can
also add images or information to the scene you are
looking at. This could have many different uses and
completely change the way people use computers.

imagine, for example, that you are at a football mates
If you are wearing an EyeTap, you can do a number of
things. You can look at information and statistics on
the player you are watching at that moment. You cas
read comments from other spectators which their
EyeTaps transmit instantly around the stadium.

3 And you can do all this without missing a
single moment of the action on the pitch. When the

many hours of hard work, § if
need to know a word or phrase, the EyeTap
instantly display it for you. You might even
gble to program your wearable computer to
for you. Of course, people will still learn
es for all sorts of different reasons, but
s need never be stuck for words again

match gets a bit boring, you and your computer are
already online so you can check your email and surf
the internet without leaving your seat.

There are many other uses for this technology. Traved
becomes a different experience. Information on
timetables, tickets and possible delays is constantly
available. You can leave your guidebook at home
because you have instant access to any information
you like about the sights you visit. You might even
send live pictures from your headset to the internet

4 The days of showing people your holiday
photos when you get back home might be gone
forever!

EyeTap is just one example of how

puters are becoming a part of every moment
& our lives, It's not without its problems,

Sough. & Will we need other people’s
permission to record them every second? Do we
melly want to be connected to a computer and
% the internet every minute of every day?
Where’s a danger that we might come to depend
e this technology to help us in almost every
mpect of our lives. That will probably be fine, as
g as everything works well. But what happens
mhen we get to the point where we need this
Sechnology for even simple tasks and then things
=art to break down?
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The EyeTap also means that learning languages
changes. At the moment, learning a foreign language
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L Find words or phrases in the article to match
letter to help you.
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