. i . MODULE 25 : IDIOMS
e LY THUYET TRONG TAM

THANH NGU CHUA MAU SAC
STT Thanh ngir Nghia

1 The black sheep nghich tir, pha gia chi tir

2 Blue in the face mdi mai, lu dén vo vong

3 Red-letter day ngdy dang nhd vi co chuyén tot lanh, ngay vui
4 White as a ghost/sheet trﬁng béch, nhot nhat

5 With flying colors Xuét sic

6 Once in a blue moon nam thi mudi hoa, hiém khi

T Black and white ro rang

8 Catch sb red-handed bit tai trin

9 Have a yellow streak ¢d tinh nhat gan
10 Get/give the green light bat dén xanh
11 Out of the blue hoan toan bat ngdy
12 Paint the town red dn mung
13 Red tape nan quan liéu

14 In the pink = in good health strc khoé ot
15 Lend color to St chirng minh céi gi
THANH NGU CHU'A CAC DANH TU BQ PHAN
STT Thanh ngir Nghia
1 Break a leg Good luck! (thuémg ding dé chiic may man)
2 Scratch someone's back giup do ngudi khac véi hi vong ho sé€ gitp lai
=Help someone out with the assumption that minh
they will return the favor in the future
3 Hit the nail/ on the head ndi chinh xdc, 1am chinh xdc
= Do or say something exactly right ‘

4 Splitting headache = A severe headache dau déu nhu bua bd

5 Make someone's blood boil lam ai s6i mau, gian div

6 Pay through the nose tra gia qua dat

= To pay too much for something

7 By the skin of one's teeth sat sao, rat sat

8 Pull someone's leg choc ai

9 Fight tooth and claw/nail danh nhau dir doi, cau xé nhau

10 Not bat an eye khong to ra ngac nhién hay soc

= To not show any shock or surprise

11 Cost an arm and a leg rit la dat do

12 Go to one's head khién ai kiéu ngao

13 Get/have cold feet mét hét can dam, chun budc

14 Led somebody by the nose nam dau, dit mii ai

= To control someone and make them do
exactly what you want them to do
15 Off one's head dién, loan tri
16 Put one's foot in it gty nham lan, bdi réi, pham mt sai lam giy boi
roi

17 Stay/keep/be on one's toe canh giac, than trong

18 Have in mind dang suy tinh, can nhéc

19 At heart thuc chat, co ban (basically, fundamentally)
20 Face the music chiu tran

21 Like the back of one's hand ro nhur long ban tay

22 The twinkling of an eye trong nhay mit
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23 On the tip of tongue dung khi muon dién ta ai do6 khong thé nhd ra
duoc dicu gi mac di da chac chéan biét vé no
24 Put one's foot in one's mouth noi mét diéu ngu ngoc lam xic pham dén ngudi
khdc
25 Stick one's nose into one's business chiii mili vao vi¢c cua ngudi khac
26 Feel St in one's bones cam nhan ro rét
27 A real pain in the neck soc, nghiém trong
28 Face to face truc tiép
29 See eye to eye with sb = totally agree dong tinh
30 Keep one's head above the water xoay x&
31 Have egg on one’s face xau ho
32 Word of mouth don dai, truyén miéng
33 Heart to heart chén thanh
34 Body and soul hét long, hét da
35 Flesh and blood ngudi c6 mau mu rudt thit
36 Skin and bones tiéu tuy tham thuwong, chi con da boc xwong
37 Lend an ear to sb/st ifmg nghe maét cach chan thanh
38 Trip over one's big feet fir vép ngd
39 In one's capable hands trong quyén gidi quyét
40 Up to your eyes rit ban
41 Have a head for st gioi vé cai gi
42 A sweet tooth ngudi thich an do dn ngot
43 Have st at one's fingertips nhén dugc thong tin/ kién thire can thiét mét cach
= To have the information, knowledge, etC. dé dang va nhanh chong
That is needed in a particular situation and be
able to find it easily and use it quickly
THANH NGU CO CHUA CAC CON VAT
STT Thanh ngir Nghia
1 Take the mickey out of sb = make fun of sb ché nhao, cham choc ai
2 Get butterflies in one's stomach cam thay bon chon
3 Have a bee in one's bonnet about St am anh vé diéu ai
4 When pigs fly = something will never happen diéu vo tuéng, khong thé xay ra
3 Teacher's pets hoc sinh cung
6 Let the cat out of the bag tiét 10 bi mat
7 Huddle into a pen lai g&n nhau, tim tum lai
8 Kill two birds with one stone mot mii tén tring hai dich
9 A big fish in a small pond thé.ng chot lén} vua xu mu
10 Rain cats and dogs mura rét to
11 Like a fish out of water nhu ca ra khoi nude (bo vo, xa la, ngé ngan)
12 Like water off a duck’s back nuée do dau vit
13 | Don't count yours the chicken before they hatch dirng voi lam gi khi chwra chic chic
14 Catch the worms nam bét co hoi
15 Be in the doghouse néu ban dang "in the doghouse”, tirc la ai do dang
kho chiu véi ban vi diéu ban da lam
16 Don't look a gift horse in the mouth dirng doi hoi vé gia tri khi nhin dugc mot mon
qua
17 Cock- and —bull bia dat, vé voira
18 Change horse in midstream thay ngura gitra dong (v néi thay doi gilra chimg)
THANH NGU VE CUQC SONG
STT Thanh ngiv Nghia
1 To be in deep water roi vao tinh hut{mg kho khan
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2 To be in hot water gap ric roi

3 Better safe than sorry can tic vO ay ndy

4 Money is the good servant but a bad master khon lay cta che than, dai lay thin che cua
5 The grass are always green on the other side of ding nui nay trong nui ng

the fence

6 One bitten, twice shy chim phai dan sg canh cong

; In Rome do as the Romans do nhép gia tuy tuc

8 Honesty is the best policy that tha la thugng sach

9 A woman gives and forgives, a man gets and dan ba cho va tha thir, dan 6ng nhdn va quén

forgets
10 No roses without a thorn héng nao ma chﬁng c6 gai, viéc nao ma chang co
vai kho khén!
11 Save for the rainy day lam khi lanh dé danh khi dau
12 It's an ill bird that fouls its own nest vach 4o cho nguoi xem lung / Tot dep pho ra Xau
xa day lai
13 Don't trouble trouble till trouble troubles you sinh su sy sinh
14 Still water run deep tAm ngam tam ngam ma dam chét voi
15 Men make house, women make home ddn ong xdy nha, dan ba xiy to am
16 Penny wise pound foolish tham bdt bo mam
17 Make the mare go ¢6 tién mua tién cling dugc
18 Like father, like son con nha tong khong giong long thi cling giong
cénh

19 The die is cast but sa ga chét
20 Two can play that game an miéng tra micng
21 Practice makes perfect ¢ cong mai sit co ngay nén kim
22 Ignorance is bliss khong biét thi dua cot ma nghe
23 No pain, no gain ¢6 lam thi méi ¢6 in
24 A bad beginning makes a bad ending dau xudi dudi lot
25 A clean fast is better than a dirty breakfast gie"iy rach phai giir léy 1é
26 Beauty is but skin-deep cai nét danh chét cai dep
27 Calamity is man's true touchstone lwra thir vang, gian nan thur suC.

28 Diamond cut diamond vo quyt day co mong tay nhon

29 Diligence is the mother of success co cong mai st ¢o ngay nén kim
30 Don't put off until tomorrow what you can do viéc hom nay chd dé ngay mai

today
31 A hot potato = something that is difficult or van dé nan giai
dangerous to deal with
32 A lost cause hét hi vong, khéng thay doi dugc gi
33 It never rains but it pours = good or bad things hoa v6 don chi
do not just happen a few at a time, but in large
numbers all at once
THANH NGU LA CAC CUM DANH TU KHAC
STT Thanh ngir Nghia

1 A blind date cugc hen giira hai ngudi chua hé quen biét
2 Golden handshake mon tién hiu hinh danh cho ngudi sap nghi viée
3 One's cup of tea thir ma ai doé thich

4 Odds and ends linh tinh, vun vit

- Leaps and bounds nhay vot, vuot trji

6 Between two stools = on the horns of a tién thoai ludng nan

dilemma = when someone finds it difficult to
choose between two alternatives
7 On the house khéng phai tra tién
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8 Off the peg hang may sin

9 Off the record khong chinh thire, khong duoc cong bo
10 Part and parcel thiét yéu, quan trong
11 A shadow of a doubt su nghi ngo
12 Beyond the shadow of a doubt khong hé nghi ngos

13 The last straw = a nail in one's coffin giot nudce tran ly

14 The apple of one's eye bao boi cua ai

15 Good egg nguoi co nhan cach, dang tin cay
16 Close shave = narrow escape thoat chét trong gang tac

17 Wet blanket ngudi Phé dam :

18 A kick in the pants mot bai hoc dé ing xur tot hon
19 An open-and-shut case van d¢ dé giai quyct
20 A shot in the dark mat cdu do

21 A big cheese nhdn vit tai to mat 1én, ngudi co vai Ve, quyén

luc

22 Ups and downs lic thang lac tram
23 Ins and outs nhimg déc tinh va su phirc tap
24 The tip of the iceberg phan nhin thay

25 Compulsive liar ké noi doi chuyén nghiép

THANH NGU LA CAC CUM PONG TU KHAC
STT Thanh ngir Nghia

1 To pour cold water on something déi nudc lanh vao...

2 To blow something out of the water danh bai, vuot

3 To sell/go like hot cakes dit do, dat nhu tom tuoi

4 To get in hot water = be in trouble/ have gap kho khan

difficulty
5 To hit the books = to study hoc
6 To hit the roof = to hit the ceiling = to suddenly gian dir
become angry

7 To hit it off tam dau ¥ hop

8 To make good time di chuyén nhanh, di nhanh

9 To chip in 26p tien

10 To run an errand lam viéc vat

11 To fly off the handle dé noi gian, phat cau

12 To cut it fine dén sat gidy

13 To jump the traffic lights vuot dén do

14 To put on an act gia bo, lam b

15 To come to light duge biét dén, dugc phat hi¢n, dugce dua ra dnh

sdng.

16 To pull one's weight nd luc, 1am tron trach nhiém
17 To make ends meet xoay x& dé kiém séng

18 To get the hold of the wrong end of the stick hiéu nham ai do6

19 To cut and dried cudi cting, khong thé thay doi, rd rang, dé hiéu
20 To know by sight nhén ra

21 To take pains lam viéc can than va tin tim
22 To drop sb a line/note viét thu cho ai

23 To turn over a new leaf bt dau thay doi hanh vi ctia minh
24 To weigh up the pros and cons can nhic dicu hay I& thiét

25 To burn the midnight oil = to stay up working, thirc khuya lam viéc, hoc bai

especially studying late at night
26 To put sbfst at one's disposal cho ai tuy y sur dung
27 To bring down the house lam cho ca khan phong vé tay nhiét liét
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28 To beat about the bush vong vo tam quéc
29 To find fault with chi trich, kiém chuyén, bt 15i
30 To take it amiss = to understand as wrong or hiéu lam
insulting, or misunderstand
31 To break the news thong bio
32 To drop a brick 15 10, 16 miéng
33 To take st for granted coi 12 hién nhién
34 To break the ice Thanh ngit nay thuong ding dé dién ta lam mot
viéc gi do dé giip moi ngudi thu gin va thoai
mai, dac biét khi mai gap
E -] To blow one's own trumpet khoe khoang, khodc lic
36 To miss the boat 1& mat co hoi
37 To put one's card on the table thang thin
38 To call it a day = stop working nghi, giai lao
39 To hear a pin drop im ldng, tinh ling
40 To blow hot and cold hay thay déi ¥ kién, dao dong
41 To call the shots chi huy, quyét dinh vé nhimng vi¢c can lam
42 To draws the line dat gidi han cho viée gi; phan biét giira hai thir
tuong tu nhau
43 To foot the bill thanh toan tién
44 To carry the can chiu trach nhiém, chiu su chi trich
45 To throw the baby out with the bathwater virt bo nhimg thir dang gia cung ltc voi ril bo voi
thir gi khong con can
46 To go with the flow lam theo moi ngudi
47 To keep his shirt on binh tinh
48 To let off steam xa hoi
THANH NGU LA CUM TINH TU/ TRANG
STT Thanh ngir Nghia
1 At the drop of a hat = immediately, instantly ngay lap tirc
2 Off and on/ on and off khong déu din, thinh thoang
3 High and low = here and there = everywhere do day, khap moi noi
= far and wide
4 Spick and span ngin nip, gon gang
5 On the spot = immediately ngay lap tirc
6 At the eleventh hour vao phiit chot
7 On the top of the world = walking on the air vui sudng, hanh phic
= over the moon= like a dog with two tails =
happy
8 In vain vo ich
9 A piece of cake dé nhu an chao
10 Down the drain cOng céc, do ra song ra bién
11 Under the weather = off color khong duge khoe
12 The end of the world dang d¢ ban tim
13 As fit as a fiddle khoé nhu vim
14 On probation trong thoi gian quan ché, tap su (cong viéc)
15 Home and dry = with flying colors thianh cong
16 Apples and oranges = chalk and cheese rat khac nhau, khac mot troi mot vue
17 As long as your arm rat dai
18 As high as a kite qué phan khich, thudng 1a do bj anh hwdng boi do
uong co con hoac ma tuy
19 In the same boat O trong cing mot hoan canh
20 Hot under the collar dién ﬁét, cdu tiét
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21 | As red as a beetroot do nhu cu cai duong/nguong

22 |  For good = permanently = forever | § _mai mii
23 | Now and then = once in a while = sometimes | thinh thoang
1 = every so often = occasionally | —
24 | Full of beans | hiing hai, soi noi, day ning luong
. At a loose end = free ranh roi
26 | A tall story = unbelievable kh tin
27 | As cool as cucumber | binh tinh, khong nao ning
28 | Peace and quiet | binh yén va tinh lang
29 | Behind closed doors | kin, khong cong khai
30 High and dry = in a difficult situation, without trong tinh huéng kho khian
_ _ help or money {
31 | Prim and proper = always behavingina___ | KT ludng (qué mite), ¢6 cht bao thu

e« BAITAP AP DUNG
Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the correct answer to each of the following
questions
1. Iwanted to ask her what she thought of her ex-husband, but I figured it was better

to let sleeping. ....ovvvanas lie."
A. cat B. dog C. fish D. cow
2. "I have to run to the bathroom. Can you keep an eye .............. my suitcase while I am gone?"
A. on B. at C. off D. in
3. "Her husband is awful; they fight all the time but I think it takes .............. to tango."
A. one B. two C. three D. four
4. "Thave decided that this summer I am going to learn how to scuba dive." -- "Me too! I have already paid
for the course. Great minds ................. alike!"
A. think B. hear C. listen D. tell
5. "When my girl friend and my brother got in a fight I had to help my brother because blood is ........than
water."
A. thinner B. thicker C. better D. more
6. Ithink the main problem in this area is the lack of a good bus service.
- You're right. You've hit the on the head.
A. nail B. wall C. lips D. hand
7. She is walking on the . She doesn't know how to say.
A. air B. road C. street D. garden
8. When you do something, you should
A. pay through the nose B. turn over a new leaf
C. weigh up the pros and cons D. huddle into a pen
9. Someone who is inexperienced is
A. red B. blue C. black D. green
10. The year-end party was out of this world. We had never tasted such delicious food.
A. enormous B. terrific C. strange D. awful

11. The nominating committee always meet behind closed doors, lest its deliberations become known
prematurely.

A. privately B. safely C. publicly D. dangerously
12. She's so ; you really have to watch you say or she'll walk out of the room.
A. high and dry B. prim and proper C. rough and ready D. sick and tired
13. "Whenever that professor says something I don't like, T have tobite my ..............ooooivinin "
A. tougue B. mouth C. lips D. eves
14. "Sorry I was late for the meeting today; I got stuck in traffiC." -- "That's okay; better late than ........"
A. never B. no C. not D. none
15. "If you want to ask me, just ask; don't beat ................ the bush."
A. for B. around C. round D. towards
16. "Don't tell me how to do this; show me because Actions speak louder than ........."
A. words B. speech C. work D. jobs
17. The time we spend apart has been good for us because absence makes the heart grow ......."
A. fonder B. founder C. louder D. sounder

ueLIVEWORKSHEETS



20.

21

22.

23.

24,

22

26.

27.

28.

40.

41.

42,

. At every faculty meeting, Ms. Volatie always manages to put her foot in her mouth.
A. move rapidly B. trip over her big feet
C. fall asleep D. say the wrong thing
. If you are at a loose end this weekend, I will show you around the city.
A. free B. confident C. occupied D. reluctant
Thanks to her regular workouts and sensible diet she certainly strikes me as in the pink.
A. in absolute health ~ B. in good health C. in clear health D. in extreme health
That the genetic differences make one race superior to another is nothing but a tall story.
A. cynical B. unbelievable C. untrue D. exaggeration
You should accept the Nokia mobile phone as a 16-birthday present from your parents delightedly. Don't
A. look gift horse in the mouth B. buy it through the nose
C. pull my leg D. take it for granted
"Do you think you will win your tennis match today?" - "It will be a piece of .............. "
A. cake B. sweet C. candy D. bitcuit
I'd like to do something to change the world but whatever I do seems like a drop in the...... ¥
A. bucket B. garbage C. rubbish D. river
Jack has egg because he couldn't remember how to spell "Batman"!
A. on his teeth B. on his face C. on his shirt D. on his fingers
Oh, I'm sorry. I shouldn't have said that. I guess I really put my in my mouth.
A. foot B. hand C. elbow D. knee
Sharon always sticks her ................ into everyone else’s business.
A. head B. lips C. nose D. mouth
In Florida, the temperature drops below freezing only onceina .......... moon.
A. green B. purple C. blue D. middle
. Brady’s surprise party is going to be great if you don’t let the ....... out of the bag.
A. dog B. mouse C. bat D. cat
. We don't go there often - just ....... and on.
A. of B. off C.on D. over
. He argued with her until he was ..... in the face.
A. black B. grey C. yellow D. blue
. It was a ....-letter day when she finally received her graduation diplomA.
A. black B. grey C. red D. white
. My sister became .... as a ghost when she saw the man at the window.
A. black B. grey C. yellow D. white
. She passed her exam with flying ..... and now wants to go out and celebrate.
A. colors B. colours C. bays D. objects
. My sister was always the teacher's .... when she was in the first grade at school.
A. pets B. cats C. dogs D. doves
. Jose had a hard time comparing the iPhone to the Samsung phone because to him they were apples and
oranges.
A. containing too many technical details B. very similar
C. completely different D. very complicated
. Peter is the black sheep of the family, so he is never welcomed there.
A. a beloved member B. a bad and embarrassing member
C. the only child D. the eldest child
. There's a list of repairs as long as
A. your arm B. a pole C. your arms D. a mile
. I tried to talk to her, but she was as high as a
A. kite B. house C. sky D. wall
We're over the ! Who wouldn't be? We've just won £1 million!
A. planet B. clouds C. stars D. moon
I've never really enjoyed going to the ballet or the opera; they're not really my
A. piece of cake B. sweets and candy C. biscuit D. cup of tea
You never really know where you are with her as she just blows hot and colD.
A. keeps going B. keeps taking things
C. keeps changing her mood D. keeps testing

ueLIVEWORKSHEETS



43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51

52,

o o

54.

56.

57.

38.

60.

"Edwards seems like a dog with twe tails this morning." - "Haven't vou hear the news? His wife gave birth
a baby boy early this morning."”

A. extremely happy B. extremely disappointed
C. exhausted D. very proud
Thomas knows Paris like the back of his . He used to be a taxi driver there for 2 years.
A. head B. mind C. hand D. life
Josh may get into hot water when driving at full speed after drinking.
A. get into trouble B. stay safe C. fall into disuse D. remain calm

You have to be on your toes if you want to beat her.
A. pay all your attention to what you are doing B. upset her in what she is doing

C. get involved in what she is doing D. make her comply with your orders
By appearing on the soap powder commercials, she became a name.

A. housekeeper B. housewife C. household D. house
When his parents are away, his oldest brother

A. knocks it off B. calls the shots C. draws the line D. is in the same boat
Hearing about people who mistreat animals makes me go hot under the

A. chin B. collar C. sleeves D. vest
Shake a leg or you will miss the train.

A. Hurry up B. Slow down C. Watch out D. Put down
I'm going on business for a week, so I'll be leaving everything

A. on your guards B. up to your eyes

C. in your capable hands D. under the care of you
My father hit the roof when he found that I'd damaged the car.

A. was over the moon B. burst with anger

C. went with the flow D. kept his shirt on
I refuse to believe a word of it; it's a cock-and- story.

A. hen B. goose C. bull D. duck
William was as as a cucumber when the harsh punishment was meted out to him by the judge.

A. cool B. cold C. placid D. impassive

. I'’know you are upset about breaking up with Tom, but there are plenty more

A. horses in the stable B. cows in the shed

C. tigers in the jungle D. fish in the sea
I'll have to go to the funeral of Ms. Jane, a of mine.

A. heart to heart B. body and soul C. flesh and blood D. skin and bones
What I've got to say to you now is strictly the record and most certainly not for publication, said
the government official to the reporter.

A. off B. on C.in D. at
I can't give you the answer on the ; I'll have to think about it for a few days.

A. place B. minute C. scene D. spot

. Someone is going to have to take responsibility for this disaster. Who is going to 7

A. foot the bill B. carry the can C. hatch the chicken D. catch the worms
I am sure your sister will lend you a sympathetic when you explain the situation to her.
A.eye B. ear C.arm D. finger
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