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In the middle of nowhere

I can understand a text about a remote village.

Revision: Student’s Book page 102 ) Reading Strategy ;
.::' 1 Match the words from box A with words from box : Tocheck if a sentence fits a gap, think about any words ~ *
B to make collocations. Use the collocations to : in the sentence which refer back to people, things, places
complete the text below. or situations / events / ideas mentioned in the sentences
: before the gap. Check that the reference makes sense. 3
Dasc dagy TeE be_aches lwiare _Iife 3 Read the Reading Strategy. Then match the gaps in the text
nextl-dc-or sandy n.ﬂghbc-ur supplies (1-4) with the sentences below (A—F). Use the underlined
Sl e words to help you. There are two extra sentences.
My! went on holiday last summer A Their owners can get online and send emails.
toa? in the middle of the ocean. B Now they can get online easily using their mobile phones.
She sent me a photo of the beautiful, long, C He also complained that the telephone lines in the village
? . According to her, did not work well.
s is not difficult for the people D But in fact they have become worse recently.
who live on the island. They don't have much to do E Thatwas bad news for the villagers.
and have lots of ® . They can buy F Unfortunately, the company refused to bring it here.
i "
‘ia:llat:dew nREESEp e 4 Look at the sentences you matched with gaps -4 in
b ' ) exercise 2. What do the underlined words in those
sentences refer to?
2 Read the text. What caused the situation in Staylittle to 1 feteri to
become worse recently? Circle the correct answer. o
2 refers to
a asatellite dish 3 refers to
b a newspaper article 4 refers to
¢ astorm

A village without phones

The UK is not a big country, and it certainly is nat a paor country. So you probably think communications are very
good and everybody can use the internet and mobile phones. But this is not true. In some remote parts of the 4
country, communications are very bad. L g

Staylittle is a village in the centre of Wales. In 1965, a journalist wrote about the village in a newspaper. He said,
‘it is miles from anywhere”. ' That was a long time ago, but communications in the village have not changed
very much. You cannot use a mobile phone in Staylittle because there is no signal. There are also problems
with the telephone lines. When the villagers make phone calls, they often hear other people's conversations
at the same time!

The people who live there are tired of these problems. "You need good telephone lines these days,’ said S g ) L4
one woman, ‘'Last month | tried to buy something online. ? That was because | couldn't give them a B e () N
phone number.” Other people have stopped using their phones completely. They've started writing letters to ; i
friends and relatives instead, just like in the past.

The British government is spending money to improve internet connections in remote
parts of the country. For this reason, most of the people in Staylittle hope that
communications will get better soon.® A few days ago, there was a bad storm
in the area. Because of this, most of the telephone lines to Staylittle have stopped
working completely. Now the village has only got one telephone, in the post office.

A few houses in the village have internet access. *  However, itisn't a good idea
to use email in an emergency. ‘Imagine there’s a fire,’ said one man. "You can't email
the fire station and hope that they read it. You need to
phone them!'
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