In this lesson you will leam how the Chinese celebrate their birthdays as well as ask
about the age of others. In addition, you will leamn how to express the year, month, day,
and the day of the week. You will also leam about the 12 animals in the Chinese zodiac.,

—. 8 WARM-UP

B Think
Think about the following questions:

(1) In your country, how do people usually celebrate their birthdays?

(2) On their birthday, what kind of greeting would you give to children, people of your age
and people older than you? Do you greet each person the same way?

(3) Do you know how are the seven days of the week described in Chinese?

& &3 Activity

First look at the picture. Then fill in each blank with the most suitable number. Finally
listen to the teacher read the numbers and check your answer.

jIF- A B, £M4

How do you say the year, month, and day in your language? Is the word order the same as
in Chinese?
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Fihz
Wang Xidoyun:

ARG .
Lin Na:

E-’J‘E:

Wang Xidoytn:

FRER .

Lin MNa:

EIJ\ET:
Wang Xigoyun:

EH5R MIREBREK

Lesson 5 Happy birthday to you

=. B3 TEXT

=) B @

AR, Z B RA ARG

Lin Na, Xinggiri  ni you shijign ma?

+ 4 F)L?

Shéenme shir?

EAEZHMBAEZMANAED, ZEMA—A 4B

Zhege Xinggiri  shi wo péngyou de shéngri. Women you yi ge shéngri
2 = o g

Re, RE—RBHK, kHk, AR LM
juhu, dajia yiql chang gé- tidowdl, nl  canjia bu canjia?

ENMEHBAILT?

Zhége  Xinggiri  ji hao?

i =t B E, RE

Shiyué  érshigi  hdo. Talking about the date
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I .

Lin Na:

FIhE:
Wang XiGoyun:

PRI -

Lin Na:

E\vF
Wang Xidoyin:

B .

Lin Na:

Fiha:
Wang Xidoyin:

B .

Lin Na:

Fihzx:
Wang Xidoyln:

ARG

Lin Na:

4 18] New Words 43 s

T EZMA
2h
2. FIL
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i FxrgEe. Y

Zhénbl  haoyisi.

‘ Expressing an apology \

X— R ARFFHAR, LANMNED RS,

Zhé yi tian y& shi wé gége de shéngri, ta yé ydu ge shéngri

F T B
Expressing regret

Zhén kexi! _
fR#E AR A 240407

Ni song ni gege shenme |iwa?

RERL-ANAEBEE, RERNAH2LH?

Waosong ta yi ge shéngrl dangdo. Ni séng péngyou shénme  liwi?

BEFLA. KEFLFE S K7°

Liang hé  qidokali. Ni gége jinnian dud da?

juhul.

Asking about one's age (2)

%ﬂﬁhm$$i,¢$;+t50

Ta yi jib béd bd nignchishéng, jinnian ershigi  sui.

L EMAL=—TEY, BA.Y ELZ2EXERA,

Zhén de? W0 pengyou yé eérshigi sul, shiléng. Ta yé shi Yingguoren.

R A 4% F?

Ni péngyou jido shénme mingzi?

AR A RN S

Ta de Zhongwén mingzi jido Lin Qiang.

to 3k 2 A& S |

Ta jio shi wd gege!

Xingqiri N Sunday
xingqi N week BH— EMJL —1-E
shir N matter; thing fl- 490 )L AL &9 )L
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

7.

18.

19:

20.

21.

22

23,

24.

25.

RHFEL
Th

ALk
EAE

FAN
E
e A

¥ X

3*H
AR

shengri
ri

juhui
dajia
chang ge
chang
ge
ticowt
tico

wii
canjia
hao

yue

bu héoyisi
kéxi
s0ng
liwu
dangao
he
gidokeli
dud da
chiushéng
shi

long
Zhéngweén
jid
Yingguo

Lin Qidng

Adv

PN

PN

EH5IR MREREBBRE

Lesson 5 Happy birthday to you

birthday fRIV4EH —1%%H

day —H—H

get-together; party ‘EH®EE fi—-1THRE
everyone K#UF WfTAEK KHE—EE

to sing (a song) §F UK

osing MEPEEK M H K

song

to dance AEEXRBESE WE2E

to jump

dance

to participate; to attend  Z014: H 4 Zhnif sh
day of the month; date; size 15 5 325 % /v k%8
month +=AH +=HA Z“AMNH AA=+=%
(to be) sorry; to feel embarrassed

it'sapity fRAIH

to give (as a gifi); to deliver P KK
gift; present L H ALY £l

cake — AR MZEREE XHEREE A HERER

box —@ALL —RmnE —&3%

chocolate %I 5N I8N

how old  {lB4-F £ K

to be born 1988 414

to be born in the year of (one of the 12 animals in the
Chinese zodiac) & Jifl-2

dragon JEJE JBSF

Chinese (language) L “Frh L L g ¥
exactly BUAEMb SRERAFA MESK
United Kingdom; England

Lin Qiang, name of a British student, Lin Na’s elder
brother
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27 Notos I

URAHFER.

I'm really sorry.

“bu haoyisi A~ £ E originally means “to feel embarrassed” or “to feel bad”. It could also
mean “to find it embarrassing to do something”. For example, “bu h@oyisi shud A & & 85" (10
feel embarrassed to say something) and “bu hdoyisi wen A4 1] (to feel embarrassed to ask).
In colloquial Chinese, it can be used as a light apology. For a relatively serious apology, people often
say “duibugl & ASE” (sorry).

2 RFFSEZK?

How old is your elder brother?

Here “dud Z" is an adverb, followed by an adjective, which is used to raise a question. “da K™
here refers to one’s age. To ask about an adult’s age in Chinese, one should use “dud da £ K™ (how
old) or “dué da suishu 2 K % ¥ (how old is one’s age). The question “ji sui JL'" can only be
used to ask the age of a child.

IBPEEL—+LS, BE.

My friend is also 27 years old, born in the year of the Dragon.

The Chinese use dragon, horse, dog and altogether 12 animals to indicate one’s year of birth.
These 12 animals make up the 12-year cycle of the Chinese lunar calendar. For example, the years
1988, 2000, and 2012 are the years of the Dragon. Generally speaking, people born in these years all
belong to the Dragon. The years 1990, 2002, and 2014 are the years of the Horse. In general, people
born in these years all belong to the Horse.

4 ftb B s 3B F M KR

His Chinese name is Lin Qiang.

Western names may be translated into two or three Chinese characters according to the sound or
the meaning of the name. For example, the Chinese name for David March could be “Md Daweéi &
JCM7, and Natalie Lynn could be translated as “Lin Na #K8E” . A person with the surname of “White”™
could be translated as “Béi 1", and a girl with the given name of “Amy” could be translated as
“Aimai % % (love beauty).

Both “Hanyt il and “Zhongweén ' iC” refer to the Chinese language. In general, they may
be used interchangeably. “H1 3 refers to the Chinese language and script, the Han language in par-
ticular. “i%if§" refers to the spoken language of the Han nationality in China.
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(At Lin Qiang’s birthday party at his residence)

3R

Lin Qidng:

Fiham

Wang Xidoyun:

PR3E .

Lin Qiang:

F/hE:

Wang Xidoyun:

PR

Lin Qiéng:

R, ki, kg

Nimen hao, hudnying,  huanying!

A LTI ST T ER-ER N

Shengri  kuaile! Zhe shi ni de shéngri liwi.

WaEriEm, PE. R &,

Xiéxie  nimen, Xidoyln. Séng Hud.
= @

FE Ao

Biu  kéqi.

AT R, 455 &%,

Nimen lai, wo  tebié  gooxing.

(Lin Qiang goes to open the door on hearing the sound of knocking.)

AR .

Lin Na:

FF, hrahr?®

Geége, zhu ni shéngri  kudgile!

Congratulating someone
on his/her birthday
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#og .

Lin Qiang:

=

Wang Xigoyun:

PR3

Lin Qidng:

E-’J\ﬁ:

Wang Xigayiin:

A5 .

Lin MNa:

e
Sang Hud:

KR

Dajia:

%%!ﬁ%ﬁ%—?,ﬁﬁi

Xiexie! Woé lai jieshao  yixia, zhe shijs--:-

‘f,{]‘: ﬂ L] **' ﬂ !

Ni  hdo, Lin Na!

D&, RN IR R IR IR ?

Xitioyun, ni renshi wd meéimei?

A, RMARFR LHIFMA., FHF K
Shi g, Lin Na shi wd hé Song Hud de hdo péngyou. Ta changchang jigo

F AT HEE

woémen Yingyl.

NEFREHKKRHLRXE, BXF,

Xigoytn hé Séng Huajido wd shud Hanyl- xie  Hanzi,

BEMAEBRBY, — 2K EL A @,

jido wd zuod shoumian. Yihuir dajia chi shoumian.

AR P %S

Xidoydn zudtian hai

% &, BN TR

Lai,

F 4 |

Ganbai!

zanmen ganbai!

ALAR TR £ B PR

Zhi Lin Qidng shéngri

kudilé!

144 -

huanying v to weleome  AKFIR Wil A %

kudile A happy ‘EHHE REUE

bu kegi IE you are welcome

kegi A polite TRES

zhi v towish  #LIRAE HHUR

jieshao v to introduce  Fr#AL Frd €T

VX Nu-M ;mé i{?_?: qﬁ ue_r:b_F:o r;if-c_ege a short or informal action
chéngehGng  Adv often HH 1L
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Lesson 5 Happy birthday to you

% chédng Adv often
8. #% jigo v toteach $IUE HNFE HIL
8. B xié v towrite HilF SHT
10. BEX zudtian N yesterday HER T MEREE EALL
1. @ shoumian N (birthday) longevity noodles Wz F(fl {477 i
12. —4£ )L yihuir Nu-M in a little while
13. eG4 zanmen Pr we; us
14. F#r ganbéi VO to drink a toast; cheers: bottoms up  Wifi ] 1

27+ Notos

U AES.

You are welcome.
This expression is used in response to someone’s gratitude or appreciation. You may also
respond with “bu xi& 4~ (Don’t mention it).

2 MIREEHBRE!

Happy Birthday to you!

This is a common way to wish others a happy birthday. “Zhu ni #L{R------ " (Wish you...) is an
expression used for a holiday or just to send the best wishes to the other person before the event hap-
pens. For example, “Zhu ni xinnian kuaile! #LEREHFEAR ™ (Happy New Year to you!) and “Zhu
ni gongzud shanli! HLIE TAENTR] ! ™ (Wish you success at work!) On the other hand, the expression
“zhuhe #L¥1" is used for something congratulatory that has already happened. For example, if a
person has graduated or gotten married, etc., the expression “zhuhé ni HL¥ /X" (congratulations (to
you)) is often used.

I BEINTB—To

Let me introduce.

When “yixid — " is used after a verb, it often indicates a brief action or an attempt. It can
soften the tone of the expression so that it sounds less formal. For example, “rénshi yixia iA\iH—F"
(to get to know someone or something) and “ni kan yixia /545 — F™ (to take a quick look).

4 F@

(birthday) longevity noodles
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It is a Chinese custom to eat “changshoumian & Z# 1fi™ (longevity noodles) to celebrate one’s
birthday. The length of the noodles symbolizes longevity. “shoutéo #BE” (peach-shaped birthday
pastry) is also used to celebrate the birthday of the elderly. Nowadays people often eat cake for a
birthday celebration.

5 mafn

we; us
When the speaker uses “zdnmen If{fi]”, the listener is definitely included; “wémen F£{1” may
or may not include the listener.

=. i BE5 LANGUAGE POINTS

#% > f] Key Sentences cé — m

P
1. EAZHMANLT? 6. HMNFFHiIRE, BiRF,
2. —ANFTAZFES, 7. AARAHBREK)

3. %hFFL-ESKR? 8. RARANME—T.
4, fo—HANFHE, SFE -+ LY. 9 fhibASTT (\
5. FiEfe—ANEBRH,

.

&% Grammar

1.4, A. HMEWPAiEE Expressing the date and days of the week

In Chinese, the four figures making up the name of a year are read out as four separate digits, with
“nién %F7 at the end. For example, “— JLJL/\4E™ is read out as “yi jili jil ba nidn™ (1998).

—AANE yi jiti ba ba nidn (1988)

—000%# ér ling ling ling nian (2000)

—Q0=—4% er ling ling &r nidn (2002)

=00 ér ling ér ling nidn (2020)
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The numbers making up the name of a month are read out with “yué H™ at the end. For example,

— A Yiyué January £ A Qiyué July

= A Eryue February A Bayue August

= A San yué March LA Jit yué September
v A Siyue April -+ A Shi yue October
A J1 Wi yué May “+— A Shiyi yue November
55 A Lid yue June -+ = H Shi’er yue December

The way to express a date, from the first to the thirty-first day of the month, is to say a number and
then add “hao 5" in the spoken form or “ri H ™ in the written form. For example,

(=R) &% (Er yue) lits hao (February) 6th
tHH) =% (Shi yue) shi’ér hao (October) 12th
(+—A) =+=—8 (Shiyi yué) érshi’ér ri (November) 22nd
+=1) =+—H (Shi'ér yué) sanshiyi ri (December) 31st

If it is a date in the current month, one can simply say “*;” without “J]” (month). For example,
“Zhége Xingqiri ji hao? iX 4~ H JL'7” (What's the date this Sunday?)

The names for the days of the week begin with the word “xingqi /1] followed by the numbers one
through six, meaning Monday to Saturday. In China, the week starts on Monday and ends on Sunday,
which is called “Xingqiri % 18 [ ™ or “Xingqitian 51 K”. Saturday and Sunday are days off and are
called “zhéumd JE A" (weekend).

F g — Xingqiyi Monday ¥ & Xinggiwi Friday
A M= Xingqier Tuesday £ M 75 Xingqiliu Saturday
£ 1 = Xinggisan Wednesday £ 49 B Xinggiri Sunday
£ Mg Xinggisi Thursday 2 M X Xingqitian Sunday

The order of the date and the time are expressed as follows:

£ + A + B+ 2M + EF/TF/BRL + #&
(year + month + day + dayofthe week + morning/afternoon/evening + hour)
—O0—&% +—H =—+£28 ZEHi i, k. AL =+ A
2015 # 12 A 25 8 2 A L 8:25
(8:25 p.m., Friday, December 25, 2015)
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Exercise |  Substitute the underlined parts and complete the dialogue.

A: K (JUA) JLE? . X -
2015%68 201551 A 2015%12A8
B: &R EANT, / /
A: B E Z LY 25 9 25
EEm =1 155
B H'Hk_ig_‘ﬁjﬁq a2 a -
e — R R — ————————T"

Exercise Il Complete the dialogue based on the information given.

<

A: XA 2 JL5? CETTTIN BWIH CIFR

= AR EA+ A | F—H4+=H
B: A . X o y h
A: i — F A A 42 A
B: fiAi] : 1i L1iBHR e

2. #%iaiBiEA) A sentence with a nominal predicate

Nouns, noun phrases and numeral-measure-word compounds can act as the predicate of a sentence
without the verb “shi Ji” (to be). This kind of sentence is specially used in spoken language to express

age, time, and so on, It is also used to express price or birthplace.

Subject + Numeral-Measure-Word

Subject Predicate
Adverbial Numeral-Measure-Word

& L A% %9
iR S P X7
fi, A5 =¥,
i3 La?
A
4% 157
XMEHE T AT 5%

The negative form of a sentence with a nominal predicate uses “bu shi A~ J&".

Jintian bu shi wii hdo.
Example 4K R & & . Today is not the Sthday (of the month).
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Ta bu shi sanshi’ér sul.
R 2 =+ = % Sheisnot 32 years old.

Exercise | Substitute the underlined parts and compl

A: RFFASF S K2

B:
A: b/ e 4 B EIRE?

B: -

Exercise Il Ask a question based on the answer given.

A: ? B: :}i#-ir— 19 $‘~
A ? B: Hﬁii'ﬁqw
A T B: 11 A §%,

3. WEIEFHIAIBIER (1): =, # A sentence with a two-object verbal predicate (1):
“song %" (to give as a gift) or “jido #” (to teach)

Verbs like “song %™ (to give as a gift), “jiGo #” (to teach) and so on can take two objects. The first
object refers to people and the second object refers to things.

1% / ¢ + Pronoun/Noun (Person) + Noun / Noun Phrase (Thing)

- Predicate

i verb Object, Object, |
o % e —AKER, "
. # HiE

f ATl A 4l WX E

Notes:
@ A verb or a verb phrase may act as the object of a verb, such as “L&oshi jido wo xi&. &Il Ik
5 .” (The teacher taught me how to write), “Xioyun jido wo zuo shoumian. /)» 2 27 i A7
Ifil - (Xiaoyun taught me how to make longevity noodles), and “Ta xihuan chi miantido. fil &
UCWZ T 7 . (She likes to eat noodles).
® In Chinese, not all verbs can take two objects.
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Exercise | Substitute the underlined parts and complete the dialogues.
~
(1) A: Boif A A 47 BEITHA V
‘ AR A
B: #iX A — A KEE, — & dFeh ey s
(2) A: EZIPHAMF L7 /_
B: EAHIFHAALE, A S //
Exercise Il  Complete the sentences with the words given.
(1) Jbs% %69 F LEIF, (P &K O )
(2) K Akv B, . (A ROFEAMA £ )
(VAR AETNSEHER, 72(2 BXA A & 4)

4.“3" (1) FRBIA The adverb “jiu #t" (1): Expressing emphasis

The adverb “#E” placed before a verb emphasizes what follows. For example, “Ta jii shi wo gége.
flb 3 JE R BF5F . (He is my elder brother), “Zhé jit shi shoumian. iX #iJ&#71fii . (These are longevity
noodles).

Exercise | Put “St" in the right positions.

(1) &% kim  —TF, & AMER,
(2) A: ApAME?
B: MR BRA,

Exercise Il Answer the questions using “#£ ",

(1)A: #FF, BRALEDS?

B: % o
(2) A: RAF 1% ILeg B K g7
B: iX
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5. 8kie)iEA4Al A sentence with a rising tone

A statement with a rising tone, without a *ma "™ ending, may also form a question. In writing, a
question mark must be added at the end of the sentence. This type of question often expresses uncertainty
or disbelief.

Ni renshi wd meimei?
Example 1§ iA4% 4% %R%K? Youknow my younger sister?

Ni lai women ban?

ff & A1 HE£7 You are coming to our class?
Ni xuéxi Yingya?

53] 3457 You are studying English?

6.1FE/NG (1) Fig, BFE. BEif. EEMKIE Summary of grammar (1): Subject,
predicate, object, modifier, and adverbial

A Chinese sentence can generally be divided into a subject and a predicate.
The main component of a subject is often a noun or a pronoun. The main component of a predicate is
often a verb or an adjective. The subject is usually placed before the predicate. For example,

Subject Predicate ‘
® s e

4 THEY.
BT RAEFZ,

In a conversation, the subject is often omitted.

Ni mingtian wanshang you méi ydu shijian?

Example A: 4tk KX ®wE A & A BE7? Do youhave time tomorrow evening?

(Wa) you shijiain.
B: (%) A 8@, Yes, Ido.

If the context is clear, the predicate may also be omitted.

Ni zuljin zénmeyang?
Example A: {R#RiL & A 4F? How have you been lately?

Wao hén hgo. Ni ne?
B: #i 1k 4F. 1R 927 Pretty good. What about you?

The object is part of the predicate and is usually placed afier the verb. In general, the object is a noun
or a pronoun, and could also be a verb or a verb phrase. Some verbs may take two objects. For example,
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