With the foundation of Chinese phonetics and Chinese characters, you can now
study Lesson 1. After completing this lesson, you can greet Chinese people in Chinese. You
can also ask someone’s name in Chinese, and give a brief self-infroduction. In addition,
using simple sentences, you can ask how your fiiends have been doing lately, and also
reply to the same questions that your friends ask you.

—. #85 WARM-UP

B % Think

Think about the following questions:

(1) In your country, how do friends greet each other?
(2) When you meet someone for the first time, how do you ask the person’s name?
(3) In the culture of your country, do you put the surname first or last?

& &3 Activity

The following names in Chinese are based on transliterations. Please read these names
aloud quickly in Chinese and guess their corresponding names in English.

o f o B
Male names Female names

Andéngnf . Zhennifd
ZHR B
Kelisi Kaiselin
% % | L
Maike | Siishan
k% =
Méxid | Yilishabai
BUTC 3 | PEta
Dawai § Lindé
X2 | #hik
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—+« BB TEXT

(Ma Dawei meets Song Hua on campus for the first time.)

Ma Dawei:
LARA:

Song Hué:

Rk,

Ma Daweéi:
SKA
Song Hua:
ik

Ma Dawei:

Song Hud:

24t

b e

2 ni jioo shénme mingzi? @

ir™ H4 &2F5F7

Asking about one's name |

Ni hdo! @ H 47 4R0F
ﬁ: ‘k:f' ‘ Daily greetings
Ni hao!

i 47 !

W0 jido Ma Dawéi. Qingwen,
£ ™ 5 kKA, wE,
W6 xing Song, jico Song Hua.
£ ¥ KX, H K #£,
Rénshi ni hén gaoxing.
AR 1R R Bt

Reénshi ni wd yé& hén gdoxing
AR R KR F %
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438 New Words [P Q

1. mi 1k Pr you (singular)
2. héo *F A good; well; fine; OK {4
3 wd 4% Pr I; me
4. jido i v to be called; to call
5 gingwen il v may | ask; excuse me
ang iy v please; to request; to invite
wen ] v to ask
6. shénme 4 QPr what
7. mingzi & F N name fFa%F MHA%T
8. xing #k VIN one’s suname is / surname kR 1
9. rénshi 1674 v to know AR AUl IAIRTAN
10. hén ik Adv very REF
11. gaoxing 2% A happy  fRi 2%
12. ye A Adv also; too  WAREYS dLiAifR
13. Ma Dawéi L Xk # PN Ma Dawei, name of an American student
14. Séng Hua R4 PN Song Hua, name of a Chinese student

TBE Notes

1) NI hao!

Hello!

“Ni héo! #4:4£!" (Hello) is a very common greeting in Chinese. Whether between strangers
or acquaintances, whether in the morning, at noon, or in the evening, you can use it. The response is
also “fR4F!".

2 Qingwen------

May | ask... (Excuse me, ...)
This 1s a polite way to start asking someone a question.
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3 Ni jido shenme mingzi?

What is your name?

This is a common way to ask someone’s name, usually by a senior to a junior or between young
people.

In Chinese, the surname comes first and the given name comes next. For example, in “Song
Hua FAE™ | ““K" is the surname and “#E” is the given name. Most names have three characters, such
as “L0 Yuping BT, in which “Bfi” is the surname and “Fi**” is the given name. When asked “Ni
jiao shénme mingzi? {1} {4 22" (What is your name?), the response is “Wo xing F& k- g
jiGo M-+« (My surname is... and my given name is...) or “W3 jidio F&Y-++---" (My full name is...).

When one addresses a junior or someone around one’s age and familiar, whose given name has
two characters, one often calls the person by the given name without using the surname. For exam-

ple, “Lu Yuping Bifi - can be called “Yuping FiF" .
4/ Renshi ni hén gaoxing.

Nice to meet you.
This is often used when meeting someone for the first time.

(:) ‘E‘_‘. 2:01-03

(Ding Libo talks with Lin Na in Lin Na’s dorm room.)

Ding Liba: Qingwen, Lin Na zai ma? 1
Th#: #F, #& £95°7
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Lin Na: Zai. Libd, qingjin, @ qing zuod.
Ding Libo: Xiexie. Ni zuijin z&énmeyang? &
T A W i }E%. it -}E- 3 *‘f" T Greetings
Lin Na: W6 hén hdo. Ni ne? @
Wi &R AF . R RY
Ding Libo: W6 hén mang. Ni mang ma?
Thig: &% & &=, 4k &= 59
Lin Na: W6 ba tai mang. Daweéi hdo ma?
FRUE . ,ﬁ‘ A S = A 4 59 Greeting others .
Ding Libo: Ta yé hen hdo.

415 New Words [P @

1. zai i v to be (here, there); to be (in, on, at)
5. W o, Pt :on::ga:e fm;ﬁ;:;egi; ;':, g;e“'"’" expecting a yes-
3. jin i v to enter itk
4. zuod s v tosit 4
5. xiéxie il v to thank il
6. zuljin i Adv lately; recently
7. zénmeyang E2H QPr how (is, are); how about {R/E AW Hil /4K
8 ne QPt a modal particle used for an elliptical question {1l
9. mang e A busy fRH"
10. bu 7 S Ady not; no AT AREF A@ ARE
1. tai ;o Adv too; extremely A KA A KEF
12. td 1, Pr he: him
13. Ding Libo T Ak PN Ding Libo, name of a Canadian student
14. Lin Na A PN Lin Na, name of a British student
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27 Notos [

1) Lin Na zdai ma?

Is Lin Na in?

2/ Qing jin.

Come in, please.
“Qing iij + verb™ is a polite way to make a request.

3 NT zuijin zénmeyang?

How have you been lately?

“oeezénmeyang [E4FE?T (How is/are...?) is often used to ask about the situation of some-
one or something, “Ni (zuijin) z&énmeyang? 1t ( ik ) /& ZFE?” (How have you been (lately)?)
is a greeting used between acquaintances or friends. The response could be “hén héo fRE" (very
well), “hén mang R (very busy), ete.

4 Ni ne?

And (how are) you?

=. B35S LANGUAGE POINTS

¥ f) Key Sentences <% ...

-
1. Ni zuijin z&énmeyang? 4. Ta yé hén hdo.

2. W6 hén hdo. Ni ne? 5. Ni jido shénme mingzi?

3. Ni méng ma? 6. W6 xing Song, jidio Song Hud. (\
'\ _\4\
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&% Grammar

1. B “IB” #&3EE4a  Yes-no questions with “ma M3”

Adding the modal question particle “l™ at the end of a declarative sentence makes a simple yes-no

question. The response is the affirmative or negative form of the declarative sentence without “F&™, For
example,

Declarative Sentence Interrogative Sentence
Ta mang. Ta mang ma?
fit, * O ST
W jigo Ma Dawéi. NI jiao Mé& Dawéi ma?
_{"'; ot H, + % > -;'_%,'_ aY _.‘, F - a9
Lin Na zai. Lin Né zai ma?
B 1 JT-_ ’ o il 1

Exercise | Change the following sentences into questions and then in groups of two, ask each other
questions and answer them,

W& hén hdo. W6 ba tai mang.

(1) & 4R 4. — 7 R FK B, — ?
Ding Libd hén gaoxing. Lin Né hén mang.

(2) T Ak &%, — 7 (4) kW R R, — ?

Exercise Il Based on the pictures, complete the dialogues using proper words.

NT héio ma?

Ta gaoxing ma?
(1) A: 435 42

(3) A: f FHt 09
Wé
B: #%
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2. 2 &iEi81E A A sentence with an adjectival predicate

b Predicate
ubject |
Adverb Adjective

Ni hao.
Ik # .
Waé hén héo.
4 R *o
Dawéi yé hén héo.
A A Hh fo
Wo bu mang.
# F =

In Chinese an adjective by itself can serve as a predicate, which can be modified by adverbs like “hén
I (very) and/or “y& L™ (also; too), etc. such as “W6 hén hdo. FEARLF.” (1 am fine), “Dawéi yé hén
héo. AL T4 (Dawei is also fine). The negative form is formed by putting the adverb “bu 4" (not)
before the adjective, such as “Wo bu mang. &A1= (1 am not busy).

MNotes:

@ The adverbs “ff1”, “lL”, “4" and so on must be put before the adjective they modify.

@ If a sentence does not have another adverb (e.g., “A", “l1”, “tai K", etc.), the adverb “fH" is
often added. For example, to respond to “Ni zuijin z&nmeyang? AL E 22" (How have
you been recently?), the response is not “*W¢ hdo. F&kf-" (I'm fine) or “*W6 mang. I f-: (I'm
busy); usually it is “W& hén hdo. FETREF." ('m very well) or “W6 hén mang. FRM." (I'm
very busy). “fl1” in this context does not necessarily carry the literal meaning of “very”.

© When a sentence with an adjectival predicate is changed to a question ending with “li™ “fH™ is
usually removed. For example, “FRIREF." (I'm very well) — “Ni hdo ma? {1572 (How are
you?). Do not ask “*NI hén hdo ma? {R{E&F1E2 ",

Exercise | Complete the dialogues with the words/phrases on the right.

Ni méng ma? /// :
(1) A: 1 4= 7 hén _/
i’
Wi mang. Ni ne? by tai
B: —‘i’i. te, fRe? Tk
Wo mdng. bu
A :}lﬁ\ = 28
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e
Ma Dawéi héo ma? = /
Song Hua
(2)A: B KA 4F 9 ingg‘ /
Ta hén hao. ne? Ding Liba
B: fL fk 4F %7 T Ak
Ta yé hén hdo.

Exercise Il Following the example, put the words in order to form sentences
hao ta hén  Ta hén hdo.
Example 4f fib, fh— o 1R 3F
wo mang hén
(1) 3% e iR —
gaoxing b tai ta
(2) FHt EN X f, —
hao ni ma
(3) 4F 14 o —

3. @)@ """ LB The position of the adverb “y& " (also; too)

The adverb “{l2” must be put after the subject but before the predicate verb or adjective. For example,
“W3 y& hén hdo. F LR 4. (I'm also fine), but not **Y& wo hén hdo. LI L. or “*WS hén hdo

yé. JEIREF 11 . Besides, “tL” cannot serve as the predicate on its own, for example, it’s not right to
say “*wo yé Fe L.

2 + Verb/Adjective
| Adverb Verb/Adjective
Ta yé xing Song.
Lin Na yé hén gaoxing.
# o £t o

In a negative sentence, “1”" must be put before “ 43" .
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1 + 4~ + Verb/Adjective

Sibiec Predicate
Adverb Verb/Adjective
Ta ye bl xing Song.
i i, A # %
Libd yé bl mang.

Exercise | Complete the dialogues with the wort

Dawei ma?
(1)A: K% 7 g f7
Dawéi hén wb yé hén mang
B: XA f& , A TR e
Lin Na ma? o
(2) A: #k 45 v 7 mang /
Lin Na ba tai Lib6 yé bu tai ::0’&!9
B: 4k # R X , RALR K 3'1%

Exercise Il  Following the example, put the words !

er to form sentences.

mang  wo bl yé&  Wody& bl mang.
Example 1=  #% = 4, — 5K B R e,

wi hao ye hén
(1) &% *F 4, ik —

ta bu yé zai
(2) 4% S A, £ —

Dawei héo ma ye
i & *F vg &, —

4. iERJIEFE Word order in Chinese

There are several main characteristics of Chinese grammar. There are no changes, strictly speaking,
in terms of personal pronouns, verb tenses, gender, singular or plural case, etc. Grammatically, the word
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order plays an extremely important role. The word order in Chinese, in general, has the subject at the

beginning, which may also be called the topic to be
follows. For example,

Subject (Topic)
Wao

£l
"
L

Ta

described; the predicate, which describes the subject,

Predicate (Statement)
hén mang.

B

xing Song.

izl =
"\'.-'"

S N

. #3151z PRACTICE AND APPLICATION

*3EE Supplementary Words

1. kun H A
2. ke H A
3. @& e A
4. lei R A
5. hdi xing 4T

6. mdmahiha %% /E /& A
7. ta b, P

54 =] Pronunciation Drills

sleepy RN AW AKIH
thirsty 038 Al AAcH
hungry RIR ik A Kk
tired H#E AR AKR
not bad

S0-50

she; her

Q‘. 2-01-07 M

Listen and read aloud: Add tone marks to the following words and sentences, and then

read them aloud.

@ laoshi @ hen ke @ gingwen
© hen mang © bumang Gbue
@ bu ke & bu gaoxing © Wo bu tai mang.

@ Renshi ni hen gaoxing.
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£i% 4 3] Conversation Practice

Pair activity: Create dialogues based on the scenes and the requirements below.

1. Greetings

B 0

N ——
P
-

AN W

Qingwen, ni jido shénme mingzi? / Rénshi ni hén gdoxing.
(#%1, 4™ H4 £F7/ ARGk FHt.)

3. Greetings

(1) (2)

Ni hdo ma? Ni zuijin z&nmeyang?
(1R 45 *5? ) (#R3E E4H? )

4. How is he/she?

&
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U7 /5 && Listening and Repeating <% ... @

Listen to the following dialogues and repeat what you hear. -

Ni hdo ma? ; Qingwen, ni jido shénme mingzi?
(1) A: 1R 4F 57 L3 A, R Ha 2F7
W6 hén héo. Ni ne? § W& xing Lin, jido Lin Na. Ni ne?
B: £ 1R ¥, 4R R? B: dlfg oAk, o AR ARE?
W6 yé hén hao. W@ jiao Song Hud. Rénshi ni hén gaoxing.
A K AL fR A7 | Ar ™ R BGADPRR &t
Ni zuijin méng ma? Rénshi ni wd yé hén gaoxing.
(2) A: 1hEiE & B2 ; B: iAR 1R K4 R &t

W6 hén mang. Ni ne?
B: % 7R . 1RR?

Hai xing.
A: i 47

&M% Reading Comprehension

d»
Ta jido Ma Dawéi, té jido Ding Libd,  ta jido Lin Na.
fe v & KA, o T Ak, # kW
Daweéi hén hao, Ding Libé hén mang, Lin Na bua tai mang, ta yé hén hdo.
KA AR, T ARMKR &, RWRK &, &k 4
Answer the following questions:

Ma Dawéi hdo ma?
(1) 5 KA &F 7

Lin Na zénmeyang?
(2) ki EAFE?

Ding Libé mang ma?
(3) T hig o g7
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