Introduction to Phonetics A

Chinese is a tonal and musical language. You will want to use accurate Mandarin
to communicate with Chinese, These two preliminary lessons will help you from the
very beginning to establish a sound foundation in phonetics. The picturesque Chinese
characters, one of the world’s oldest written languages sfill in use today, with more than
three thousand years of history, might have seemed quite mysterious to you. These
lessons will also tell you how fo recognize and write Chinese characters, in a relatively easy
manner. In the curent lesson, you will leam six basic characters. In addition, you will leamn
how to say some essential daily expressions. Are you ready? Let's begin.

o #8 WARM-UP

Listen to the following syllables. On the lines below, write the numbers of the three syllables
that you think are Mandarin. Listen a second time and imitate the Mandarin syllables you hear.

(1) (2) (3) <o

> F—H&B5 PART ONE - .

—. 1B TEXT

é 1:01-02

Ni héo!
A: AR 5!
Ni hdo!
B A 57!
A Hello!
B Hello!
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Communication activity

Greet your classmates and teacher in Mandarin.

= . 1B PHONETICS

EE M2 Knowledge about Phonetics

1. The basic sounds in Mandarin

shéngdiao ( 741 ) tone

@%—*yﬁnmm I ) final
i! -j’ ( character )

In Modern Standard Chinese, a syllable usually has three parts: the initial, the final, and
the tone. The initial is the consonant at the beginning; the rest of the syllable is the final. A final
is made of one to three vowels or a combination of a vowel plus the consonant “n” or “ng” . A
tone mark is placed above a vowel. For instance, in the example *hdo &f", “h™ is the initial, “a0”
is the final, and the tone is the third tone. A syllable may not have an initial, such as “ai”, but it
must have a final. Altogether Mandarin has 21 initials, 38 finals, and four tones.

The structure of a Hanyl pinyin syllable is as follows:

shéngmi ( /5 ) initial

tone

(initial) final

syllable =

2. Phonological items

(1) Initials: b, p, m, and f

The initials b, p, and m are bilabial, but f is labiodental. They are pronounced similar to
English.

(2) Initials: d, t. n, and |

When pronouncing d, t, n, and |, the tip of the tongue is in the alveolar position. They are
pronounced similar to English.

2 .
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Note:

The initials b and d are unaspirated; p and t are pronounced in the same position as b and d,
but they are aspirated.

(3) Single finals: @, 0, e, i, u, and U

When the final o alone is combined with b, p, m, or f, there is usually a short u in between
the initial and the final. So, the actual pronunciation of bo, po, mo, and fo is buo, puo, muo,
and fuo.

The pinyin final e and the English letter e are pronounced differently. When pronouncing
the pinyin e, approximate the sound er as in the British English word “her”.

The final U is a rounded high front vowel. When pronouncing it, place your tongue as if
you were pronouncing i in pinyin and then round your lips.

(4) Tones

Chinese is a tonal language. Each tone has the function of differentiating meaning.
Mandarin has four basic tones.

high pitch
mid-high pitch
middle pitch

mid-low pitch

low pitch

ba () ba(# ) ba (#2) ba( &)
eight to pull out target dad
Tone marks: the first tone is marked * — ", the second tone is marked * ~# ™, the third tone

is marked * v 7, and the fourth tone is marked “~ 7 .

When a syllable has only one vowel, the tone mark is marked above the vowel such as “lu
[ifi” and “hé&n . If the tone mark is above the pinyin vowel i, the dot above i should be
removed such as “ni ¥”, “nin #5”, and * ping '-". When a syllable has a compound final,

-3
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the tone mark should usually be put above the vowel which requires your mouth to be open the
widest. When the degree to which you open your mouth is the same, put the tone mark above
the second vowel, such as “lii " and “dui XJ™.

The order of vowel sounds based on how wide the mouth is opened:

G e i v

(5) The neutral tone

Mandarin has a neutral tone. The neutral tone must be read lightly and quickly. When
spelling the syllable, there is no tone mark.

-

W %
F N\
) T
e, N,

Ist tone + neutral tone 2nd tone + neutral tone  3rd tone + neutral tone  4th tone + neutral tone

b e e U

Example

mama ( 4543 ) bébo ( 1414 ) nimen ( 4741 baba ( % )
mom uncle you dad

B E 4 2] Pronunciation Drills Q —

1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

a a a a
bo bé bo bo
la G It v
yi yi yi yi
wil wii wil wu
yi yu yu yu

2. Sound discrimination

ba (father) pa (afraid) bé (uncle) pé (mother-in-law)
da (big) td (to stamp) dil (to bet) 11 (soil)

fa (law) md (horse) mo (ink) —— mu (wood)

li (strength) I (green) ni (female) nu (to exert)
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3. Tone discrimination

md (horse) ma (mom) mu (wood) —— mu (mother)
yi (one) yi (aunt) li (strength) —— Ii (in)
dii (to bet) du (1o read) yU (rain) yu (fish)

4. The neutral tone
baba mama didi

bdbo popo Ni ne?

=. B2 HIE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

® NI da. Read aloud. )

1-01-04

> B Z%4 PARTTWO

(-) 14& 1-01-05

Nimen héo!

A: A1 5!
Ni hdo!
B: 1.-3}: 7!

A: Hello, everyone!
B: Hello!
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(=) e @D

Ni méang ma?
A: R = "5Y

Hén mang.
B: R =

A: Are you busy?
B: Very busy.

Communication activity

Based on the pictures and scenes below, complete the dialogues, using the designated
words.

B: ! B: ! B: . (madng)

—. iIE8 PHONETICS

& F R Knowledge about Phonetics

1. Phonological items

(1) Initials: g, k, and h

When pronouncing g and k, raise the back of the tongue against the soft palate. The initial
g is pronounced like “’kir” in the English word “skirt™.

When pronouncing h, raise the back of the tongue and place it close to the soft palate.
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Note:

Though g and k are pronounced in the same position, g is unaspirated and k is aspirated.
The initial h in Mandarin is pronounced in a similar position as “h™ in English.

(2) Front-sonorant compound finals: ai, ei, ao, and ou

Front-sonorant compound finals are composed of a primary vowel and a secondary vowel.
The first vowel is the primary vowel (the tone mark is put above it), the pronunciation is
relatively clear and loud, and the length of the sound is longer than the secondary vowel; the
length of the secondary vowel is relatively short and the pronunciation is less stressed.

A primary vowel + a secondary vowel: ai, ei, co, and ou

The final ei is similar to “ay™ as in the English word “play”™ and the final ou is similar to “o”
in the English word “so™.

(3) Finals with nasal endings: an, en, ang, eng, and ong

A final that ends with n is called a front nasal final; a final that ends with ng is called a back
nasal final.

When pronouncing a front nasal final, first pronounce the vowel in the final. Then
immediately pronounce n along with the flow of the air. The nasal n is pronounced similar to “n”
as in the English word “in”.

When pronouncing a back nasal final, first pronounce the vowel in the final. Then
immediately pronounce ng along with the flow of the air. The pronunciation of ng is similar to
“ng” as in the English word “belong”.

2. Third tone sandhi

(1) When appearing on its own, a third tone is fully pronounced.
Example ni hao ma nu

(2) When two third tones are read aloud together, the first third tone is read as a second
tone, but the tone mark remains the third tone.

v o+ W P
Example  ni hdo (hello) ni hao
hén hdo (very good) hen hdo
yufd (grammar) yufa
ké)ﬁ (all right) keyi'

(3) When a third tone is followed by a first tone, second tone, or fourth tone syllable, or
most neutral tones, the third tone is read aloud as a half third tone.
Example  hén gdo (very tall)
hén bai (very white)
hén da (very big)

ndinai (grandma)
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{84 3] Pronunciation Drills

1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

ni ni ni ni

hao hdo hdo hao ni hdo

mén mén meén nimen

ta ta ta tamen
hén hén hén

mang mang mang hén mang

2. Sound discrimination

kan (to look) —— gdin (1o do) kdu (mouth) —— gou (dog)

f&i (10 fly) héi (black) bdi (hundred) —— bé&i (north)
ddo (knife) ddu (all) tan (1o talk) —— téing (sugar)
fén (minute) féng (wind) dong (east) déng (lamp)

3. Tone discrimination

ddo —— dao kan (to look) —— kén (to cut)
pai —— pai hén (very) —— hén (1o hate)
pang —— pang (fat) déng (to wait) déng (lamp)

4. Third-tone sandhi

déng ta hén gao
ni mang hén mang
ni hdo hén hdo
kele haokan
ndainai hdo ma

=. IBEHEIE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

@ Hén hdo! Very good!
@ Nimen di. Please read aloud.
© Kan héiban. Look at the blackboard.
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—. BN TEXT

Ldoshi hao!
A: I HF)

Nimen hdo!

B: ﬁ: 1 4!

A: Hello, teacher!
B: Hello, everyone!
Zhe shi shéi?

A X S Y7
Zhe shi Chén ldoshi.
B: iX ;£ M £JF

A: Who is this person?
B: This is Teacher Chen.

Na shi shéi?
A AR & ‘l{l?

Na shi Zhéng lgosh.
B: AR & # P

A: Who is that person?
B: That is Teacher Zheng.
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Communication activity

Based on the pictures and scenes below, complete the dialogues, using the designated
words.

(I A: ! (nimen) (2)

A: ? (zhe)
B: ! B: . (zhé shi)

A: 7 (na)

B . (na shi)

—. B8 PHONETICS

i5E 38 Knowledge about Phonetics

(1) Initials: zh, ch, sh, and r

LAl

The initial zh is similar to *j” in the English word “jet”, but the tip of the tongue curls
toward the back a bit, and it is unaspirated.

The initial ch is similar to “ch™ in the English word “church”, but the tip of the tongue
curls toward the back a bit, and it is aspirated.

The initial sh is similar to “sh™ in the English word “ship”, but the tip of the tongue curls
toward the back a bit.

The initial r is similar to *r” in the English word “right” , but when pronouncing r, the lips
are flat, and the tip of the tongue curls toward the back a bit. First try to make the sh sound, next
vibrate your vocal chords, and then the r sound will be produced.

(2) The final: -i [¢]
The -i [1] in zhi, chi, shi, and ri is not pronounced in the same way as the single final i [i].

After pronouncing the aforementioned zh, ch, sh, and r, the tongue remains unmoved.

(3) Finals that begin with u: ua, uo, uai, uei, uan, uen, uang, and ueng

The structure of this group of finals is as follows:
Medial u + the primary vowel ua, uo, uagi, or uei (ui)
Medial u + the nasal final uan, uen (un), uang, or ueng

10 -
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When pronouncing a final that begins with u, first pronounce the sound of “u” as in the
English word “youth™, then naturally glide to the vowel or the nasal final.

iB&E 4 3] Pronunciation Drills

1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

lao lGo lGo lao
shi shi shi shi
chen chén chén chén
zhéng zhéng zhéng
shéi
ren ren ren
2. Sound discrimination
gui —— kui
chiin — tln
zhi —— chi
wan (to finish) wdng (king)
3. Tone discrimination
shi (1o be) shi (ten)
cha (tea) cha (poor)
rén (people) rén (to recognize)

4. Practice reading the disyllabic words

shudhua (1o speak) zhiddo (o know)

shangwi (moming)  wdnshang (evening)

Zhdnggud (China)  Méigud (USA)

—
—

ldoshi

Chén laoshi
Zheéng lgoshi
shi shei

laorén

shin —— zhdn

10 (road) ru (1o enter)

kudi —— kua

hudi (bad) hui (can)

shui (who)

shufi (water)
zhd (pig) —— zh( (bamboo)

w0 (1) —— wo (to lie down)

chidao (late)
rénshi (to know)

Ribén (Japan) Héngud (South Korea)

IREHIE CLASSROOM EXPRESSIONS

© Shangke le. Let’s begin the class.
# Gén wo du. Please repeat after me.
©® Dui bu dui? Is that right?

O Dui le. That’s right.

© B dui. That’s not right.

» 11
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> $MEE45 PART FOUR -

Ni hé kaféi ma?
1% v5 vmedp v ?
W6 bu hé kaféi.
K AR B ok,

Do you drink coffee?
[ don’t drink coffee.

Ni hé shéenme?
i H 47

Lai yi béi cha.
& — # %.

What would you like to drink?

A cup of tea.

Communication activity

—. BN TEXT

{_) ‘;!! 1:01-14

Small group activity: In groups of four, look at the
picture on the right, and take turns asking and answering
questions regarding what each person wants to drink. Find
out the most popular drink in the group, then report your
finding to the whole class.

12 -
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—. B85 PHONETICS

&P iEE M8 Knowledge about Phonetics

1. The tone sandhi of “yi —" (one)

The original tone of “yi —” (one) is the first tone. When it appears alone or appears at the
end of a word or a sentence, it is read in its original tone. When it is used as an ordinal number
(i.e., di-yT 55— first), it is also read in its original tone. However, when *“yi —" appears before
the first, second, or third tone, the tone is changed to the fourth tone. When it appears before the
fourth tone, the tone is changed to the second tone.

- —  Example: yibéi (acupof
Vit { s yi+ { .~ yi ping (a bottle of)
v v yi bén (a volume, a copy)

yi+ s—»yi+ <« Example: yi bian (once)

2. Summary of the spelling rules (1): Rules for separation of syllables

(1) Spelling rules for i, u, or U as a syllable itself

When the final i itself is a syllable, or when i that is combined with a nasal consonant n or
ng is a syllable, add y before i.

| =>yi Example: i —»yi in—yin ing— ying

When a compound final starts with i and this final itself is a syllable, i should be changed to v.

| =y Example: io —ya ie—ye ian— yan

When the final u itself is a syllable, add w before u.

U =>WwWu Example: u— wu

When a compound final starts with u and this final itself is a syllable, u should be changed
to w.

Uc—>W Example: va—wa uan— wan

When the final U itself is a syllable, or when a compound final that starts with U is a
syllable, add y before U, and remove the two dots above U.

i=>yu Example: U — yu e —yue Uan— yuan

(2) The apostrophe
When a syllable starts with the vowel a, o, or & with no initial, an apostrophe is placed

before the vowel to separate it from the previous syllable. For example, Tian’an Mén X%
['] (Tian’anmen), Xi’ou FYHX (Western Europe), and F % tian’é (swan).

« 13
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3. Brief review of phonetics (1)

(1) Summary of the initials

Unaspirated Aspirated
Stops Stops

oo om
dlt e Al I
w s
zhlts ehits'] shisl r12)

(2) Summary of the finals

Nasals Fricatives

Single finals: 0, 0, e, i, u, U, -i[1]
Compound finals: ai, ei, ao, ou, an, en, ang, eng, uai, uei, uan, uen, uang, ueng, ong

(3) The combinations of initials and finals in this lesson

Initials
b P m f d t n I g k h zh ch sh r
Finals
a ba pa ma fa da to ng la go ko ha zha | cha | sha
o bo po mo fo
e me de te ne le ge ke he zhe | che | she re
I bi pl mi di i ni ]
u bu pu mu fu du tu nu lu gu ku hu zhu | chu | shu u
u nu [[7}
-l zhi chi shi ri
ai bai pai | mai dai tai nai lai gai koi hai | zhoi | chai | shai
el bei pei | mei fei dei tei nei lei gei kel hei | zhel shei
ao boo | poo | moo dao tog noo lao gao kao hoo | zhoo | chao | shao | roo
ou pou | mou | fou dou tou nou lou gou | kou | hou | zhou | chou | shou | rou
an ban pan man fan dan tan nan lan gan kan han | zhon | chon | shon ran
en ben | pen | men | fen | den nen gen | ken | hen | zhen | chen | shen | ren
ang bang | pong | mong | fang | dang | tang | nang | long | gong | kang | hang | zhang | chang | shang | rang
eng beng | peng | meng | feng | deng | teng | neng | leng | geng | keng | heng | zheng | cheng | sheng | reng
uai guai | kuai | hual | zhuai | chuai | shuai
uei (ui) dui tui gui beusi hui zhui | chui | shui rui
uan duan | tuon | nuan | luon | guon | kuon | huon | zhuan | chuon | shuon | ruon
uen (un) dun tun un gun kun hun | zhun | chun | shun run
uang guong | kuang | huang |zhuang|chuong|shuang
ueng
ong dong | tong | nong | long | gong | kong | hong | zhong | chong rong
14 -

ossLIVEWORKSHEETS



BEHE | 1R (R

Introduction to Phonetics Lesson 1 Hello

(4) Brief summary of the rules for tone sandhi
(D) The third tone sandhi

When two third tone syllables are read aloud together, the first third tone changes to the

second tone.
V 4+ W — 4+

When a syllable with a third tone appears before the first, second, fourth, and most of the

neutral tones, it is read aloud only as a half third tone.

v+ # — -~

(2) The tone sandhi of “yi — (one)
yi + {2 — y'| + ’

W W

yit s~ —y+ o

B &4 3] Pronunciation Drills % .. .

1. Read aloud and pay attention to the tones

ka ka
fei fei féi fei
shén shén shén shen
me
yi yi yi yl
bei béi bei
cha chd cha cha
2. Sound discrimination
bl —— pi dui—tui
ké ——gé shi (to be) —— ri (sun)
zhi —— chi zhong —— chong
kudi —— kud rn—-—ré
huan —— hudng gén —— géng
rou —— ruod dou (all) dud (many)

a

kaféi

shenme

yi béi chd

v 15

ossLIVEWORKSHEETS



