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can a new aprp enHance
THE redDING experience?

Reading a book in the old-fashioned way (holding an object made of paper) is a sensuous
experience. Books speak Pages rusfle. They smell - sometimes delicious, sometimes of previous
owners. Spines creak. And so on. It's convenient but does not engage all senses.

Not until now. In America last year, a group of investors launched an app called Booktrack, a
‘revolutionary new tfechnology' that dramatically improves the e-reading experience. How? By
creating a soundtrack for e-books including music and sound effects. A character knocks on the
door: bang, bang, bang. Another puts a slice of bacon in the frying pan: sssssss. Someone Kisses
someone: well, no, perhaps not. And in between all these bursts of activity: sympathetic music, or
weather noises, or (if it's a scene outdoors) a bird singing at the end of the garden.

The American launch was based on Sherlock Holmes: The Adventure of the Speckled Band. But it
had a lot of fans foo. In its first ten weeks on sale, The Speckled Band was downloaded more than
100,000 times. Since then, it has been downloaded in ninety-nine different couniries and has
been reviewed positively in the press: 'Phenomenal’, 'Revolufionary’, 'books without soundtracks
could some day seem as old-fashioned as silent movies'.

The fechnology is enferfaining and very impressive. How on earth does the page know which line
of fext our eyes are reading, and therefore when to do the 30 knocking on the door, efc.? Reading
in this way is a deeply engaging experience. And I believe that for every reader who prefers to
use their imagination, there will be a reader who is grateful for the extra fun.

But it's not just about having fun. Bookirack hired the services of Liel Leibovitz, a professor of
communications at New York University, fo look into 'the cognitive advantages, if any, fo reading
accompanied by audio elements. The research found that when readers read books with a
soundtrack, they not only found them easier fo follow than 'silent’ books, but also found them
easier o remember.

People who fook part in the research all came from New York and represented various levels of
income and education. This could suggest that the greatest benefit of the new technology will be
to help improve literacy rates and encourage schoolchildren to read.

Our culture is becoming increasingly visual, but the success so far of Booktrack also shows that
we're keen to live in an acoustic world. While it is common to complain that computers cut us off
from reality, you could also argue that in some ways computers remind us how much we rely on
our senses.
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READING COMPREHENSION

1. Match the words 1-11 with its definitions a-k.

1. enhance A. To make something better or more effective.

2. convenient B. To make or bring something into existence.

3. improves C. To receive feedback or analysis about something, often in a formal evaluation.
4. creating D. To make something more interesting and enjoyable.

5. reviewed E. To provide support or company along with something.

6. entertaining F. To inspire or motivate someone to do something.
7. accompanied  G. To disconnect or isolate from a particular source or situation.

8. encourage H. To depend on something or someone for support or assistance.

9, cut off I. Eager or enthusiastic about something.

10. rely on J. Offering ease or practicality for use.

11. keen to K. To enhance the reading experience by adding a soundtrack fo e-books.
2 4 i 6 8. .. 10. ...

2. Answer the questions.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

What is the main idea of the texi?
How does the Booktrack app make e-reading more inferesting?

Why did the fext mention Sherlock Holmes: The Adventure of the Speckled
Band?

According to the fext, why is it a good idea fo add sound to e-books?

What was the result of the research conducted by Liel Leibovitz on reading with

audio elements?

How might the Bookfrack technology help students who are learning to read?
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