Reading Passage 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14-26, which are based on Reading Passage
Two.

Shakespeare: The Authorship Question

If one were asked to name the greatest writer in the English language, few would hesitate in
answering, ‘William Shakespeare’. Although he dabbled in poetry, his central claim to fame is
his plays, almost 40 of them. Extensively studied, constantly performed, adapted, and
reinterpreted into modern contexts, Shakespeare's plays remain as popular as ever. But did he
write them, that is the question?

The immediate reaction is to wonder why anyone would even ask this. Although there is little
documentary evidence of Shakespeare's life, what does exist unequivocally identifies him as
the author of the plays. His name appears on title pages of a few publications, printing orders,
and theatrical documents, and is mentioned by contemporary commentators and a fellow
playwright, both publicly and in private memoirs, in every case in a way that is consistent with
Shakespeare being the author. Consequently, for hundreds of years, no one held any doubts
whatsoever on the matter.

There it would have remained, had Shakespeare’s post-humous reputation not reached such
lofty heights. With the widespread acceptance of his dramatic genius, apparent inconsistencies
were perceived. Chief among these was how such literature could originate from, as viewed by
some, a humble ill-educated country bumpkin and bawdy stage entrepreneur, about whom so
little was known. Details of Shakespeare’s schooling and upbringing in the small market town
of Stratford-Upon-Avon are non-existent, but among his surviving children there is no
evidence of strong education or even basic literacy skills. No original written texts have ever
been found, and Shakespeare’s six surviving signatures are all unsteady, showing inconsistent
style and spelling.
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Most tellingly for some are the circumstances of Shakespeare's death. Firstly, there is his will, a
commonplace and unpoetic document, making no mention whatsoever of the considerable
body of papers, reference books, and miscellaneous plays, poetry, and writings that one would
expect a playwright of Shakespeare's stature to possess. Apparently he was unconcerned
about the rights to both his own plays (many of which remained unpublished at that time) and
his own literary heritage. The second fact is that, upon his death, there were no eulogies,
mourning notices, or testimonies from thase who knew him. All this seems very perplexing for
a playwright and poet who, whilst not necessarily considered the most polished, professional,
or learned by his peers, had nevertheless achieved considerable wealth, respect, and fame,
even in his own lifetime.

Such thoughts first became public in the mid-19th century -- and have never really slopped,
developing the grand title, ‘The Shakespeare authorship question", and dividing those
interested into two sides: the Stratfordians: those who support Shakespeare as the author, and
the anti-Stratfordians: those who do not. For the latter body, the only way to overcome the
documentary evidence in support of Shakespeare's authorship is to assume a conspiracy
existed among a select group of people, perhaps including Shakespeare himself, in order to
protect the real author’s identity. So who was he (and in those times, it goes without saying
that it could not be a ‘she’)?

The anti-Stratfordians search for a university-educated, upper-class candidate — someone
who would inevitably have had knowledge of aristocratic manners and mores, and familiarity
with the proceedings and politics of the royal court, all of which so often appear in the plays
themselves. The reason for the conspiracy is that producing such works, full with themes of
royal revenge and murder, intrigue and assassination, mob rule and rebellion, could render a
nobleman liable to the dangerous charge of subversion. Some have also argued that, at that
time, it was considered socially unacceptable for the upper-class to publish creative literature
for monetary gain, being instead confined to circulating their writings among their peers, or
seeing them performed among courtly audiences.

There are four leading contenders. Sir Francis Bacon was the first nominated, and certainly hac
the best intellectual credentials, being well-versed in law, philosophy, essay writing, and
science. However, since the 1920s, Edward de Vere, an aristocratic earl who patronised and
sponsored actors and the arts, has become the leading contender. Only slightly less favoured is
a fellow playwright, Christopher Marlowe. Born into the same social class as Shakespeare, he
at least went to university, although his early death in a tavern brawl presents difficulties —
unless one assumes his demise was fabricated to allow him to continue writing under
Shakespeare's name. Finally, there is William Stanley, another aristocratic earl. Contemporary
accounts attest to the fact that he wrote plays for the common people, and throughout his life
he displayed interest and support for the theatre.

And the evidence? Mere historical and literary conjecture, vague similarities in writing styles,
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and loose coincidences between the lives and travels of these contenders when compared to
the scenes and settings of many of the plays in question. In other words, nothing solid at all.
The case is so flimsy that reputable scholars barely discuss it, and rightly so. Although capable
of attracting public interest and selling books, unless some real evidence emerges, | would say

that the authorship question is not questionable at all.

Questions 14-17
Write TRUE, FALSE, or NOT GIVEN.

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN If there is no information on this

14 - :
. ~ | Shakespeare's name appears on many documents.

IS . i He was considered a genius even in his lifetime.
L - i He was well-educated.
17 | g

When he died, not all the plays had been published.

Questions 18-21

Complete the sentences.
Choose ONE WORD from the passage for each answer.
We have six examples of Shakespeare's 18 _

He used ordinary language in his 19 )

The lack of public grieving upon his death is 20 i

Those who believe Shakespeare was not the author are called 21 _

Questions 22-24

Complete the flowchart.
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Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer.

22

23

24

Questions 25-26

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C, or D.

25 Which sentence was mentioned in the reading passage?

Sir Francis Bacon was the smartest of the candidates.

Edward de Vere was in the same social class as Shakespeare.
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©  Christopher Marlowe is the prime candidate.
D © William Stanley wrote plays for courtly audiences.

26 The author believes that Shakespeare

C  did not write the plays.
© may not have written the plays.

probably wrote the plays.
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C  certainly wrote the plays.
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