Have you ever

!

1 Why is it so difficult to swat a fly?

That buzzing fly is really gatting on your nanes. 5o, you gat your fy
swatter and watch silently until the fiy is resting. You get as close as
POu can, WS your muscies, and then . thwack! Bul the fly & happily
buerzing around on the othar side of tha room. And yet you moved so
fast - how could it have got away?

The fly's sty to escape has nothing 1o do with sensitivity to wind or
noise; (t's all 1o do with 1S eyesight &nd the speed of its brain signals.
Fiis: hivvee arond 8,000 tiny lenses in each eye, and thelr braing and
NervoLS SySterms can recelve and dormation seven tmes
taster han humans. High-spesd digial cameras show
that fram the fiy's viewpaint, your hand is moving towards It very slowly.
Within 30 thousandihs of & second of seeng the swatter, the fiy has
worked aul whare it's coming frem and how 10 jurmp avay from it. Your
hand takes about fwo hundredths of & second to reach It, 150 times
longer, 8o unkess the Ty is feeling very groggy. you stand no chance,

I you still want to try, the best girategy is to sm your swller towards
whin you think the fiy (s going to jump, rather than whers it is now,

wondered...?

3 How many species live in or on
the human body?

There ane about 200 species, including 30 in the
mouth alone, which inhabit the human body. However,
Alongsise thase, ow bodies are also host 1o a
mindboggling number of bacteria. The io1al excreted by
the body every day ranges from 100 billion 1o 100 trilion.
Tha most densaly populated areas of the
hurman body are the testh, throat, and digestive tract,
which overflows with “friandly’ baciera that am essendial
1o our health, Their numbsars may be vast, but their scale
is microscopic. If you put the bifions of bactaria on your
skin togather, it would only be the size of a pea.
Anaiher ¥fe form that keeps us company is the common
parasite, for axample, the folicle mite. It's found on every
individual in huge memibars, and it's a good thing, too, as
they spend their days harmbessly munching dead skin
cells, acting as invisible refuse recyclars. A less welcoma
guest s the human itch mite, which lays its eggs on or
undar our skin, causing the intensely
itchy condition known as scabies.

2 Why are buttons on different sides
on men‘s and women'’s clothing?

Have you ever borrowed a boytriend's or girffriend's coat and
found that doing up the buttons feels weird?

The reasons for this sirange inconsistency lis in the distant past
N When men camed swords, they wene wom on the laft, so they
could draw them using the usually dominant right hand.
1 thesr jackets had had butions on the left, ihe
handie of the sword could have easily got caught
in thew clothing as they pulled it across their
body, It was also easiar 1o slp the hand inside
to pull cut a hidden waapon if cothing was
buttoned this way.

S0 how coma women's buttons are differant?
Wiell, in the 171h and 18th cenuries all buttons
ware made by hand, and because they were
expansive, they were only used on the clothes.
of the wealthy, It wasn't considerad propar for
waalthy womaen fo dress themselves, they had
sarvants do it for tham, and the sanants found
it easier to do up the buttons on someona
Facing them It they wera on the lafi. In the late
15th cantury, whan buttons became cheaper
with mass-production, all women wanted to
copy the style of the wealthy, and the tradition
has remained to this day,

5 What is the origin of the @ symbol?

History suggesits that the @ in email addresses, commaonly
refamed to as the "at sign”, stemmed from the tired hands of
mediaval monks. During the Middle Ages, bedore the invention of
the printing preas, every |stter of 8 word had 1o be painstakingly
tramscribed by hand for each copy of a book, The monks who
parformed these tedious copying duties, ususly in Latin, locked
for ways io reduce the number of individual sirokes for commaon
words. Although the word for ‘at' in Latin, “ad’, is also short, it
was B0 common that the monks wished (1 were even shorer
making it much quicker to write,
The & symibal, would have been |angaly forgatien in moderm
times: if it hadn't been for a computer sciantist called Ray
Torminscn, In 1971, he wanted a symbol to separale a person's
name from that of their compuder, and now all email addesses
foliow the format joe@mysenersddess.com.
The symbxod has different and often chaming names n differant
languages. mary of which sea the shape as a kind of animal.

Answers to some of the
puzzling questions in life

4 Why do we dream?

Some scientists think dreaming is just a
random by-product of the fact that the brain
can’ switch off completely during sleep. Others.
think: {1 mary be the brain tidying up its filing systern during

the night, processing memories and their associations
Psychologists 568 more meanng in our dreams. 'E and
think wa & practising facing them again. in different situations.

A nead to rehaarse the Mos! exirema WOMR!-Case SCananos would
explain fEcaIming nightmanes — supposa you really did abschstely no
revision for that exam? What if you got 1o work or college and had
forgatten ta put your trousans on? But our dreams can also show us
Important truths, and they sometimes. seam 1o decice s me wa
practised having the expenances we wish for - 50 you can even flyl
But is thene any danger wa'll gat out of bad and jump out of the
window? Well in 1951, physiologest Eugena Aseninsky connectad
his B-year-old son to an sarly brainwave maching, and watched
the results through tha night. They showed that every B0 minutes
we anter a differsnt state in ordes to dream, called REM (becauss
we display Rapid Eye Movemeant). However, most of our muscles
switch off during this periad, maaning that the fiying and running
away from monsters only happens in our heads.

Thesa include:
Kiammeraffe s German for hanging monkey'
apenstaart}e is buteh tor ‘monkey's tail

kdssanh@nid is Finnish for ‘cat's tall

do

CIETICN is Korean for “snail'
Papaki is Greek for ‘e duck’
kukac s Hungarian for ‘worm'
grisehal is Norwegisn for *pig's tai
snabel is Danish tor ‘slephant’s trunk’

sw ka ‘.“




