Present continuous and present simple 1
(am doing and | do)

Fﬂ Compare:

present continuous (1 am doing) present simple (1 do)
We use the continuous for things happening at We use the simple for things in general or things
or around the time of speaking, that happen repeatedly.

The action is not complete,

| am doing Ido
past now future past now future
The water is boiling. Be careful. Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius.
Listen to those people. What language Excuse me, do you speak English?
are they speaking’
Let's go out. Itisn’t raining now. It doesn’t rain very much in summer.
I'm busy.  ‘What are you doing?’ What do you usually do at weekends?
I'm getting hungry. Let's poand eat. | always get hungry in the afternoon.
Kate wants to work in Italy, so she's Most people learn to swim when they
learning Italian. are children.
The population of the world is | Every day the population of the world
increasing very fast, increases by about 200,000 people.
We use the continuous for temporary situations We use the simple for permanent situations
{things that continue for a short time): (things that continue for a long time):
I"m living with some friends until I find a My parents live in London. They have
place of my own. lived there all their lives.
a: You’re working hard today. 1 Joeisn'tlazy. He works hard most of
B: Yes,| havea lot to do. the time.
See Unit 1 for more information. See Unit 2 for more information.

F3 I always do and I’m always doing
| always do something =1 do it every time:
| always go towork by car. (not I'm always going)

I’m always doing something = do it too often or more often than normal.
For example:

: g‘ve lost my keys again. I'm always Iosingthem.)

K

= 1]

I’'m always losing them = | lose them too often,
or more often than normal.

Paul is never satisfied. He’s always complaining. (= he complains too much)
You're always looking at your phone. Don't you have anything else to do?
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Exercises

m Are the underlined verbs OK? Correct them where necessary.

1 Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius. Ok
! How often are vou going to the cinema? L0 YOW 8O

1 Ben tries to find a job, but he hasn't had any luck yet.
4 Martina is phoning her mother every day.
5 The moon goes round the earth in about 27 days.
6 Can you hear those people? What do they talk about?
7 Whatdo you do in your spare time?
8§ Sarahisavegetarian. Shedoesn'teatmeat. .
9 | must go now. It gets late.
10 ‘Comeon! It'stimetoleave! ‘OK,|come’
11 Paulis never late. He's always startingworkon time. .
12 Theydon't get onwell. They're always arguing.

m Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or present simple.

1 a l usuﬁw-! ﬂi’-t (I /usually / get) hungry in the afternocon.
b ..Lm_gething (I /get) hungry. Let’s go and eat something.
2 B i (YOU / liSten) to the radio?”  ‘No, you can turn'it off!
b (you/ listen) to the radio a lot? ‘No, not very often.’
3 a The River Nile iflow) into the Mediterranean.
b The river . . [flow) very fast today - much faster than usual.
4 a I'minobveryactive: oo g (I / not / do) any sport.
y What .. i . (you fusually / do) at weekends?
5 a Rachel isin New York nght now. - [She [ stay) at the Park Hotel.
b {She / always / stay) there when she's in New York.

m Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or present simple.
Why are all these people here? .. What's happening _ (What / happen)?

1

2 Julia is good at languages. (She / speak] four languages very well.

3 Areyou readyyet? . (Everybody / walt) for you.

4 I've never heard this word. How (you/ pronounce) it?

5 Kate. (not/ work) this week. She's on holiday.

6 | think my English (improve) slowly. It's better than it was.

7 Nicola (live) in Manchester. She has never lived anywhere else.

8 Can we stop walking soon? (I/ start) to get tired.

9 Sam and Tina are in Madrid right now. ... e (T NEY [ Vi) 2 friend of thelrs,
10 ‘What ... . [your father;’ do) 'He’s an architect.

11 It {ook me an hour to get to work this morning. Most days
(it / not / take) so long.
12 |. (I /learn) to drive. My driving testis next month. My father
... (teach) me.

m Finish B’s sentences. Use always -ing.
L A: I've lost my keys again.

B: Not again! ..You're always losing uyour keys
: The car has broken down again.
: That car is useless. It . .
: Look! You've made the same mlstake agam
: Oh no, not again! | .. -
: Oh, I've left my phone at home agam
: Typical!

W I > m >
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Present continuous and present simple 2
(am doing and | do)

We use continuous forms (I’m waiting, it’s raining etc.) for actions and happenings that have started but
not finished.

Some verbs (for example, know and like] are not normally used in thisway. We don'tsay ‘| am knowing),
‘they are liking. We say ‘'l know, ‘they like'

The following verbs are not normally used in the present continuous:
like want need prefer
know realise understand recognise
believe suppose remember mean

belong fit contain consist seem

I'm hungry. | want something to eat. (ot I'm wanting)
Do you understand what | mean?
Anna doesn’t seem very happy right now.

think

When think means ‘believe’ or ‘have an opinion’, we do not use the continuous:
| think Mary is Canadian, but I'm not sure. (not I'm thinking)
What do you think of my idea? (=what is your opinion?)

When think means ‘consider’, the continuous is possible:
I'm thinking about what happened. | often think about it
Nicky is thinking of giving up her job. (=sheis considering it)

see hear smell taste look feel

We normally use the present simple (not continuous) with see/hear/smell/taste:
Do you see that man over there? (not are you seeing)
The room smells. Let's open a window.
This soup doesn’t taste very good.

You can use the present simple or continuous to say how somebody looks or feels now:
You look welltoday. or You’re looking well today.
How do you feel now? or How are you feeling now?

but

| usually feel tired in the moming. (not I'm usually feeling)

am/is/are being

You can say he’s being ..., you’re being ... etc. to say how somebody is behaving now:
| lcan't understand why he’s being so selfish. He isn't usually like that.
(being selfish = behaving selfishly now)
‘The pathisicy. Don'tslip! ‘Don't worry. I’'m being very careful.

Compare:
He never thinks about other people. He’s very selfish.
(= he s selfish generally, not only now)
| don't like to take risks. I’'m a very careful person.

We use am/is/are being to say how a person is behaving (= doing something they can control) now,
Itis not usually possible in other situations:

Samisill. (not isbeingill)

Are you tired? (not are you being tired)
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Exercises

m Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous or present simple.
| Areyou hungry? ..Po_you want (you /want) something to eat?

' Alan says he's 90 years old, but nobody B (believe) him.

: She told me her name, but. {I / not/ remember) it now.

} Don't put the dictionary aWay. . cmiesimmmisisiiimmmmsisiiimnss (| USE) it

5 Don't put the dictionary away. (I / need) it.

6 Air (consist) mainly of nitrogen and oxygen.

I Whodsthat man? What e s (he f want)?

8 Whois that man? Why ....... (he / look) at us?

9 Who isthat man? s [ywjrecogmsej him?
[I ;" thmk) 0! sellm g mycar. Would you be interested in buying it?
| can't make up my mind. What ...... {you / think) | should do?

' Gary wasn'twellearlier, BUt e, (1€ ] SEEM) OK NOW.

m Use the words in brackets to make sentences.

Are you OK?
You look worried.

(you / not / seem / very happy today)
~You dont seem very . ..

Jhappy today.

.

(who / this umbrella / belong to?)

(these gloves / not / fit / me)

{Excuse me. (anybody /sit/ there?)

They,mtoo smau

m Are the underlined verbs OK? Correct them where necessary.

L Nickyis thinking of giving up her job. .- N

2 It's nottrue. I'm not believing it.

3 I'm feeling hungry. Isthere anything to eat? .
I I'venever eaten that fruit. What isit tasting like?
» I'm not sure what she does. | think she works in a shop.

6 Look over there, What are you seeing?

T You're very quiet. What are you thinking about?

m Completethe sentences. Use is/are being (continuous) or is/are (simple).

| can’t understand why _he's being _so selfish. He isn’t usually like that.
' You'll like Sophie when you meet her. She .. e NETY NiCE.
3 Sarah .. e VBT DlEe to me at the moment | wonder why.
4 They ... very happy They've just got married.
5 You're normdlly very pdt|ent so why e SO UNTEASONable abaut waiting
ten more minutes?
6 Would you like something to €at? it AUNGCY?
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Past simple (I did)

Fﬂ Study this example:

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was an Austrian
musician and composer. He lived from 1756 to
1791. He started composing at the age of five
and wrote more than 600 pieces of music.

He was only 35 years old when he died.

L |
e

lived /started /wrote/was/died are all past simple

Very often the past simple ends in -ed (regular verbs):
I'work in a travel agency now. Before that | worked in a department store.

They invited us to their party, but we decided not to go.
The police stopped me on my way home last night.
Laura passed her exam because she studied very hard.

For spelling (stopped, studied etc.), see Appendix 6.
But many verbs are irregular. The past simple does not end in -ed. For example:

write. — wrote () Mozart wrote more than 600 pieces of music.
see  — saw (0 Wesaw Alicein town a few days ago.

go = went (J I wentto the cinema three times last week.
shut - shut (O Itwas cold, so | shut the window.

For a list of irregular verbs, see Appendix 1.

F! In questions and negative sentences we use did/didn’t + infinitive (enjoy/see/go etc ):

| ' enjoyed you  enjoy? | enjoy
she saw did she | see? she didn’t see
they went they = go? they go

! | enjoyed the party a lot. Did you enjoy it?
How many people did they invite to the wedding?
| didn’t buy anything because | didn’t have any money.
‘Did yougo out? ‘No, | didn’t’

Sometimes do Is the main verb in the sentence (did you do?, | didn't do):
What did you do at the weekend? (not What did you at the weekend?)
| didn’t do anything. (not|didn’t anything)

Fn The past of be (am/is/are) is was/were:
I/he/she/it  was/wasn’t was  |/he/she/it?
we/you/they were/weren’t were we/you/they?

I was annoyed because they were late,
Was the weather cood when you were on holiday?
! They weren’t able to come because they were so busy.
I wasn’t hungry, so | didn’t eat anything.
Did you go out last night or were you too fired?
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Exercises

m Read what Laura says about a typical working day:

I usually get up at 7 o’clock and have a big breakfast. | walk to work, which
takes me about half an hour. | start work at 8.45. | never have lunch. Ifinish
work at 5 o'clock. I'm always tired when | get home. I usually cook a meal
in the evening. | don’t usually go out. | go to bed at about 11 o'clock, and |
always sleep well.

Yesterday w-as a typical working day for Laura. Write what she did or didn’t do yesterday.

L SRR at 7 o'clock. P i s ie AL 5 O'clochk,
} She s e a bigbrealfast, B s tlr’Ed WhE‘ﬂ ........................ home.
} Shetwemmn o w : J i 8 INEA| yOStErdaY evening.
4 |t. to g@t towork. 10 . outyesterday euening,
LS |2 07 1 8 at 11 o'clock.

lunch. L2 e Well lastalaht:

m Complete the sentences using the following verbs in the correct form:
buy catch cost fall hurt sell spend teach throw write

1 Mozart . wrote more than 600 pieces of music.

' ‘How did you learn to drive? My father ... M€Y
3 We couldn't afford to keep our car, SOWe v it
d ‘Dave e - down the stairs this mornin g and sy higElep;
B ol ne oo the ballto.Sue, Who e i iL

6 Kate. a lot of money yesterday. She ... @ dress which

-. £100.

m You ask James about his holiday in the US. Write your questions.

1 you: Where Mawgo 7
JAMES: Tothe US. We wenton a trip from San Francisco to Denver.

' you:  How. st By Ean
JAMES: Yes, we h:red acarin San Franclsco

3 you: It'salongway todrive. How long. ?
JAMES:  Two weeks. We stopped at a lot of places along the way.

4 you:  Where iz s e IRRGERlS?
JAMES: Yes, small hotels or motels

5 You: .. good?

JAMES: Yes, but it was very hot - sometimes too hot.
6 You: s e e e s Tt Grand Canyofi?
JaMes: Of course. It was wonderful.

m Complete the sentences. Put the verb into the correct form, positive or negative.

L Itwaswarm,so |l . ook _ off my coat. (take)

' The film wasn’t very good. | _.didn't enjoy it much. (enjoy)

3 | knew Sarah was busy, so | her. (disturb)

1 We were very tired, sowe ___ the party early. (leave)

5 Itwashard carryingthe bags. They .o really heavy. (be)

& The bed was very uncomfortable. | . WELL - (SlEEP)
T This watch Wasn't @XPensiVe. [T ...mmosmsmmemmemeses MUCH:  (COST)

3 The window was open and a bird . into the room. (fly)
9 lwasinahurry, SO | e Lime to call you.  (have)
)y 1 didn't like the hc:tel The room . s VETY ClEAMN,  (DE)

11
ucLIVEWORKSHEETS



