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Listening Strategy

Sometimes, the words alone do not fully express the
speaker’s intention. You need to pay attention to the tone
of voice as well. For example, an urgent tone of voice
suggests that the speaker is giving a warning.
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Read the Listening Strategy. Then listen and circle
the tone of voice the speaker uses.

1 The next train leaves in half an hour.

a calm b urgent
2 That's made me feel a lot better.
a grateful b sarcastic
3 This is going to be rather painful.
a aggressive b sympathetic
4 We were too poor to even go on holiday.
a bitter b nostalgic

Listen. Which adjective below best describes each
speaker’s tone of voice? There are three extra adjectives.

arrogant enthusiastic grateful nostalgic
pessimistic sympathetic urgent

Speaker 1

Speaker 2

Speaker 3
Speaker 4
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