Read the dialogue between a doctor and a patient and answer the questions.

Dentist: Good morning! How can | assist you today?

Patient: Hi, I've been experiencing some tooth pain, and | think | may need some dental
treatment.

Dentist: Ok. Let's take a look. Can you point out which tooth is causing the pain?

Patient: It's this one on the lower left side. The pain has been persistent, especially when |
bite down.

Dentist: Based on your symptoms, it's possible that you might need endodontic treatment,
also known as a root canal. This procedure can help alleviate your pain and save your tooth.
We'll need to take an X-ray to confirm the diagnosis.

Patient: I've heard about root canals, but I'm a bit nervous. Can you explain the process to
me?

Dentist: Of course. A root canal involves removing the infected or inflamed dental pulp from
the tooth's root canal. We'll start by numbing the area around the tooth with local anesthesia
to ensure your comfort during the procedure. Then, using specialized instruments, we'll
carefully clean and shape the root canal, removing any bacteria or damaged tissue. Once
the canal is clean, we'll fill it with a biocompatible material called gutta-percha to seal it off.
Finally, we'll restore the tooth with a filling or crown.

Patient: Will | feel any pain during the procedure?

Dentist: No, you shouldn't feel any pain. The local anesthesia will ensure that the area is
completely numb. You might experience some pressure or vibrations, but the discomfort
should be minimal.
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Patient: How long does the entire process usually take?

Dentist: The duration depends on the complexity of the case and the number of canals in
the tooth. On average, a root canal treatment can be completed in one or two visits lasting
about 90 minutes each.

Patient: Will | need any additional care or medication after the procedure?

Dentist: After the root canal, you may experience some sensitivity or mild discomfort, which
can be managed with over-the-counter pain relievers. In some cases, | may prescribe
antibiotics if there was an infection present. It's also important to schedule a follow-up visit
so we can assess the healing process and discuss any further restoration needed for the
tooth.

Patient: | see. How successful are root canals in saving teeth?

Dentist: Root canals have a high success rate, and they can save a tooth that might
otherwise need to be extracted. However, it's essential to maintain good oral hygiene and
schedule regular dental check-ups to ensure the long-term health of the treated tooth.

Patient: Thank you for explaining everything. | feel more informed now. Let's proceed with
the treatment.

Dentist: I'm glad | could address your concerns. We'll schedule an appointment for your
root canal treatment. In the meantime, if you have any further questions or experience any
changes in your symptoms, don't hesitate to reach out to our office.

Patient: | appreciate your help. I'll be sure to follow up if needed. Thank you, Doctor.

Dentist: You're welcome. | look forward to helping you get relief from your tooth pain. See
you soon!
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What symptom did the patient mention to the dentist?
a) Tooth sensitivity
b) Gum bleeding
c) Persistent tooth pain

d) Loose teeth

What is the purpose of endodontic treatment?
a) To remove tartar from teeth
b) To straighten misaligned teeth
c¢) To treat gum disease

d) To alleviate tooth pain and save the tooth

How is the tooth numbed before a root canal procedure?
a) Using sedation
b) Applying a topical gel
¢) Administering local anesthesia

d) By cooling the tooth with ice

What material is used to seal the root canal?
a) Silver amalgam
b) Composite resin
¢) Gold crown

d) Gutta-percha
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How long does a typical root canal treatment take?
a) 30 minutes
b) 1 hour
c) 2 hours

d) Multiple sessions, depending on the case

What post-procedure discomfort might the patient experience?
a) Jaw pain
b) Severe bleeding
c¢) Sensitivity and mild discomfort

d) None

When might the dentist prescribe antibiotics after a root canal?
a) For routine cases
b) To prevent tooth decay
¢) When an infection is present

d) In all cases, as a precaution

What is the importance of regular dental check-ups after a root canal?
a) To maintain good oral hygiene
b) To prevent future dental problems
¢) To assess the healing process

d) All of the above
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