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After writing her first novel, The Woman Warrior, Maxine Hong Kingston realized that the
American reading public was generally ignorant about Chinese Americans, so she deliberately put
history lessons into her second novel, China Men—even listing historical facts, such as items of anti-
Chinese legislation. Kingston contends that she felt compelled to do this, even at the risk of spoiling
the dramatic moments in the narration, because sacrificing historical background for the sake of story
in The Woman Warrior had not worked.

The “reviews of my first book made it clear that people did not know the history—or they
thought | did not know it,” she says. “While | was writing China Men, | could not take that tension any
more. So all of a sudden, right in the middle of the story, plunk—there is an eight-page section of pure
history. There are no characters in it. It really affects the shape of the book and might look quite
clumsy.”

The challenge that Kingston and other Asian American writers face is how to preserve the
artistic integrity of their writing and be understood at the same time by readers whose ignorance of
the cultural and historical background might necessitate explanations that interfere with the art.

1. The passage suggests that Kingston thought her approach to writing China Men might...

Distort historical facts

Make the novel seem awkward

Make the novel too long

Make the novel seem outdated

Appear pretentious

2. What is the primary purpose of the text?

To retell the past events of writing experience from a writer.

To explain the writing process of The Woman Warrior novel.

To give several reason to write a novel.

To show that it is hard to be a historical novel writer.

To evaluate an artwork in form of novel written by Kingston.

3. From the text above, we can conclude that it is important to be careful in adding historical
background for a novel ...

moo.me

mD oame

A. To prevent misunderstanding from the historical background that related with the story.
B. To add more knowledge to the readers about certain historical background.
C. Toshow the richness of cultural history in certain novel.
D. To make an enrichment in the novel itself so it is attractive to read.
E. Toavoid random views from the readers.
4, She.... not go to work because she is sick.
A s
B. Does
C. Did
D. will
E. Was
5. By the end of January 2025, my brother .... his bachelor’'s degree from University of
Australia.
A.  Will finish
B. Is going to finish
C. Finishes
D. Will have finished
E. Will be finished

Mitra Pelajar Cinere

seLIVEWORKSHEETS



