Name:

Dictionary Skills HW Practice 2

Jesse Owens, Track Star

1 Jesse Owens was born in Alabama in 1913.
When he was nine years old, he moved with his family to
Ohio. Jesse's family was poor, and Jesse worked at part
fime jobs to help out. He delivered groceries, he picked
cotton, he loaded freight cars, and he worked in a shoe
repair shop. Jesse alsc attended school, and there his
teachers noticed that he was an especially good runner.
The coach at his high school, Cleveland East Technical
High School, suggested that he go out for the track
team. At first, Jesse refused because he couldn’'t stay for
after-school practices. He had to work after school.
Then, Jesse and the coach came up with a plan. Jesse
would come 1o school extra early and practice track

before school.

2 While Jesse was still in high school, he began to set world records. He was so good
that many colleges tried to recruit him.

3 Jesse chose Ohio State. There he attended classes and ran track. He also worked at
various part time jobs--in the library, in a restaurant, and in a gas station. One time he
worked as a high elevator operator. Jesse also married his wife Ruth while he was in college.
Despite his busy schedule, Jesse continued to excel in frack. He set more world records. He
was named All-American. Jesse was becoming a famous runner.

1.) What does the word refused mean as used in paragraph 1%
a.) Agreed
b.) Garbage
c.) Would not agree
d.) Made friends
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2.) What is the meaning of the word recruit as used in paragraph 22
a.) Get him to agree to come with them
b.) Fire
c.) Make him steer a ship
d.) Record a song for him

3.) What is the meaning of the word various as used in paragraph 32
a.) Dirty
b.) Fun
c.) Painting
d.) Many Different

4.) What does the word excel mean as used in paragraph 32
a.) Fail
b.) Computer software
c.) Reading
d.) Succeed
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